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This book, first [lubliahed in 1660. i 

;, that it is not known that bdj copy o: 
except the one in the hbrary of Lord Viscount 
Mandeville, from which the present is reprinted. 
It is written in a truly good spirit, and contains 
many just, seasonable, and valuable remarks on 
the subject on which it treats. Unwilling, there- 
fore, that it should he lost, I have pleasure in its 
being reprinted ; and for this purpose have agreed 
to the request of the Pubhsher to prefix this adver- 
tisement. Nothing is known of the author beyond 
the initials of his name, " I. F." May the blessed 
hope of the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ be largely revived 
among all Chrisrians, so that we may all be look- 
ing and waiting for His return and kingdom ! 
(Titus ii. 13.) 

EDWARD BICKERSTETH. 
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fore; yet have i been aa brief as well 1 could: 1 huvtt 
left out mucli that mig'ljt be euid ; I hope Dothiug it 
Boid that may be juutty offensive to any. I am very 
plain and familiar in speech, fori thought that miglit 
be advantageous to the aubject, and not displeaa 
am not covetous to urge my faith upon any, only 
'willing to give you au account of the publication of 
this small piece. If you say it is not worthy the light^ 
1 confesa I always thought so ; yet I submitted to 
those that were of another opinion, and at this 
you are entreated to do so too. And let me beg one 
thing at your hands, viz, not to think that I diffisr 
more &om many godly learned divines then indeed 
I do. Some agree with uie, some do not ; those thu 
do not, differ not so much as you (It may be) h 
think. The agreement and diJFerence lies thus 

1. We are all agreed tliat Jesus Christ will come 
personally, corporally, and visibly, from heaven t 
earth at the day of judgment. So he ascended, there- 
fore so be shall descend, as we have it, Acts i. 11. 
So Job xix. 25 : " He shall stand at the latter daj 
on the earth." In this, I think, we are all agreed. 

^. We are all, 1 think, agreed, that when Chriit 
thus comes, he will bring with him the souls of all his 
wtiuu, according to that, Zech. xiv. : " The Lord 

f God shall come, and all his saints with thee." 
. iii. 13: "At the coming of onr Lord Jesns 
tith all his saints." 
kp. We all agree, that their bodies shall be imme> 
tely raisod out of thnir graves, und the soal and 

jdy joined und anitvA it^lher ; and tint ihmigli 



the soul continues, remains, and is in heaven, with- 
out the body, yet on earth it shtJI not be so, 

4. We all agree, that when it is thus raised, it is 
raiBed in glory. ICor, xv. 42; "InincorruptJon, in 
power, aapiritufllhody-" Col,iii.4: *' WhenCIn-iat, 
who ia onr life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory:" not thenceforth subject anymore 
to sin or sorrow ; to mutation or mortality, to the 
want of meat, or drink, or clothing, or houses, or 
marriage, or any other comfort, but shall be as the 
aogels. Matt. xxii. 3D. 

5. We all, 1 think, agree further, that this resur- 
rection of the saints shall be some time before the 
resurrection of the wicked ; that they shall have the 
pre-eminence, and be tlic first in order and time {I 
say nothing now how long) ; hut all agree they shall 
be iiret, and the wicked iball not rise till acme time 
(less or more) afterward, ^ee I Cor. xv. 23, 34 ; 
1 Thess. iv. 10: "The dead in Christ shaU rise first." 
Rbt. XX. 4, 5, 6. 

8. We all agree, also, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
will be sotne time in judging the world ; that he will 
not huddle all over in ti moment, but he will make 
some stay on the earth; and that, as(though he hath 
no need of time) he took a space of time ia creating 
the world, so he will take some space of time on earth 
to do what he will then do, viz. besides the question 
in hand, to judge and conclude all things in, 

7, And all of us, I think, are agreed in this also, 
that while Christ stays on the earth (let it be longer 
or lesser timf), the saints also must stay, and not go 



to hcHven, trom llie eartb, until Clirist goes, and 
^^a^^its them up with him. 

H. And all will grant that it must needs be a very 
glorious time, while it lasts, when Christ shall hare 
removed his court trom heaven to earth, and be in 
his glory, attended with angels, environed with all 
his saints, who ore also all of them in their glory. 
O i how con such a time be (while it lasts) less then 
a glorious time T— all things will be new. 

0. Lastly, the only difference will be in the time ; 
how long this day of judgment, or kingdom of Christ, 
or reign of the saints, or millennium (call it whutyou 
will) shall last. I conceive (and ao do mauy, whoB« 
books I am not worthy to carry after them) that it 
will last a thousand years ; and for the proof of tl 
these following pages are offered. But if those i)rai>- 
other mind wilt point another time, and prove it, it 
shall very well please rae, who am, I hope, and evef 
shall be, as willing to hear as to apeak, to learn aa 
teach. And so, entreating thee, courteous reader, to 
pardon whatsoever thou leest in me amiss, 1 humUy 
lieg thy prayen toGod for nie, and (if that were any 
thing worth) I will not ftil thee in mine, whoalwayi 
desire to be (thiiugh worthless) a servant to Christ 
and thy aoul. 

I. P. 
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A SOBER INQUIRY, 



SE AND HUIN OF ANTICIIHIST. 

Amongst the many questions that tins age 
abounds with, these two great questions seem 
more especially to be of concernment to us, viz. 
when did that man of sin, who hath been the 
world's burden and the saint's baue, arise, and 
when shall he cease ? Secondly, whether shall 
Christ personally reign with his saints, and take 
into his own hands the monarchy of the world ; 
when, and how long, if he do? I confess these 
inquiries themselves are such as lie under the 
censures of some, the reproaches of others, and 
the general neglect of very many ; so that it will 
not be needless to say something by way of justi- 
fication of ourselves, before we come to the ques- 
tions themselves : the which I shall do in these 
three conclusions. 

Con. 1. This inquiry is no enemy to a man's 
own grace, or the grace of God in others ; but 
rather a special help and advantage to the in- 
crease and quickening of grace, both in the per- 
son inquiring, and the person reading and hear- 
ing. For even this is included under that general 
ind, John v, 39: " Search the Scriptures." 



OF AHTICBaiST. 

God commaDds not that vhich is prejudiciati 
to our graces, but advantageous to their growth 
aod increase. Hence we may and must (1 Thesa. 
V. 21) " Prove all things, and hold fast that 
which is good." Agaiu, a word of blessing goes 
along with sincere and faithful endeavours of this 
nature. Rev. i. 3 : " Blessed is he that read- 
eth, and they that hear the words of this pro- 
phecy, and keep those things which are writtea 
therein." Rev. xxii. 7 : " Blessed is he that keep- 
eth the sayings of the prophecy of this book." The 
original word in either place which is translated 
to keep, eomea from the verb njpiiu, and signifita 
to reserve, or observe; noting a searching, i 
to wear or rub out, that we may iteep what wa 
so find. Again, we have a particular promise of 
fruit and success annexed to such an inquiry 
or inquiries. Ded. xii. 4 : " Many shall r 
and fro [that is, about the time of the end, when 
the things themselves draw towards &a acconv- 
plishinent, many shall run to and fro, by in* 
quiries, and searchings, and disputes], and know^ 
ledge shall be increased." And thb cantiot be 
head-knowledge only, but heart-knowledge aUot 
for the first would be a poor blessing without th« 

Con. 2. The HolyGhost hath expressly foreh^d, 
that the saint at the time of the end shall make 
diligent inquiry into these thin^^ Dan. \ 
"Then I heard one saint speaking, and another 
saint said unto that certain saint which spakc^ 
How long sliall be the vision concerutug Lh« 
daily sacrifice, and tlio transgression of dt^sola- 
lion, to givi! both (he sanctuary and the hurt 
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to be trodden under foot?" Dan. xii, 5, 0: 
" How long shall it be to the end of these won- 
ders?" It were easy, but I conceive it needless, to 
multiply texts for the proof of this ; therefore. 

Cor. 3. The Holy Ghost hath left particular 
and certain ground for the faith of God's people 
in the last days to go to God upon for light and 
knowledge in these things and inquiries. Dan. 
xii. 4 : " But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, 
and seal the book, even to the time of the end" — 
Vp ri3 TS utgue ad tem^nis finis. And verse 9, 
" the words are closed and sealed till the time of 
the end ;" and then, as I said, many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge, by these inquiries and 
disquisitions, shall be increased. The conclusion 
is, that, at or about the time of the end, myste- 
ries are, by scrutination, searchings, inquiries, 
and serious studies, to be understood, the book 
unsealed, the vision made kuown ; and if so, then 
this our practice is justifiable, and the practice of 
all those holy, godly, and learned divines, who 
have engaged themselves in studies of this na- 
ture, laudable and praiseworthy. And although 
many learned pens have been mistaken in some 
things, yet they have hit right in many others ; if 
some lines have been crooked, yet many have 
been straight ; men have not been infallible, and 
yet for all that very profitable, — so that, by their 
canvassing the matter to and fro, knowledge hath 
increased. But, on the other hand, the careless- 
ness, and remissness, and negligence of the world, 
not looking narrowly, diligently, and seriously 
into mysteries and prophecies, hath done a great 
deal of hurt What else, I pray you, was the 



4 THB waa aup buin or anticbrw 

cause that, when Christ, in bis first coming, « 
so earnestly expected, and looked for, and desire^ 
and all this about the time when be did come ; 
yet he came, and came to bis own, and to his 
own that expected him, and did his work, and 
went again, and they did not receive or own him ? 
Again, what else was the cause that antichrist 
should be looked for, and feared that he would 
come, and this about the time that he did come, 
and was written and preached against; yet he 
came, and came at that very time, and yet found 
entertainment ; yea, hath almost lived his long lif^ 
done liis work, and run his thousand two hun- 
dred and sixty days or years ; and yet, for all this, 
the more part will hardly take notice of it, but 
take him for Christ's vicar, whom the dragon 
substituted and made to be his own lieutenant? 
Again, is not Christ almost ready to take the 
beast and false projihet, and call both out of the 
world into the lakr, and take to himself his great 
power and reign, and give the kingdom to the I 
saints, and reduce the nations under his domi- 1 
nion, and bind up Satan, and sit on the throne of i 
David : and yet the more part will believe none 
of ail this? I pray you, then, let me be amongat 
the number of those that run to and fro, that, 
if it were the will of God, knowledge might 
increase. And give me leave to speak a few 
words (and as it were by way of prepamtiou to 
the second thiDg proposed, which I mainly in- 
tend) to the first of these two questions, tu wiLof 
the riH« and ruin of antichrist. And in the first | 
place we arc to note, that the Caripni taipo 
I Urmpora, hut times, so much apoker 





the New Testament, in the general note out unto 
us all tbe times from Christ unto the consumma- 
tion of all things; which times are the last in re- 
spect of the times of the world complesivel j con- 
sidered, as old age is the last times of a man in 
respect of his whole complex age. Now these 
vartpoi Kmpoi, OF last times, consist of three great 
periods ; as Mede, the Sober Gums, and others, 
have abundantly cleared and made out : the first 
of these was the period or time of the dragon, 
when heathenism raged in the worid ; the second 
was the time of the beast and false prophet, who 
synchronise, when superstition and idolatries pre- 
vail ; the third is the millennium or reign of 
Christ, when Satan is bound up, and the king- 
dom given to the saints. Note we further, that 
the Scripture tells us of no other period ; these 
three are all ; and where the first endB, the second 
begins; and the ending of the second just pre- 
cedes the beginning of the third. Now our ques- 
tion is of the second of these three periods. 

f The aulhor of this work here gives various 
reasons for concurring with Mede, that the rise 
of antichrist was in 410, and would terminate in 
1670: as events have eutSciently manifested this 
to be a mistake, it is needless to reprint this part 
of the treatise, which extends to thirteen pages 
in the edition of 1670. Besides Mede, he refers 
to Leigh's Excidium AntieAristi, Moore's Idea of 
Antichristianitm, &c. The gradual progress of 
the apostacy, which began even in the apostles' 
days (2 Thess. ii. 7), has necessarily thrown more 
difficulty on the time of the commencement of 
the 1260 years. Our Lord's statement, It it not 
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far you to kiuiw the times or the seasons which ll 
Father hath put in his own power {Acts i 
may shew ub tba^t there is a myBtery about t^ 
times, which will only be removed as the near a\ 
proach of the time and the wants of the Churcfr"" 
shall make it profitable to have the mystery 
finished (Rev, x, 6, 7)> The editor has given 
his own suggestions in several of his publica- 
tions, particularly the Practical Guide to the F 
phecies, 6th edition; and the Restoration oftH 
Jew*, 2d edition. J 



I COME now, in the second place, to that it 
I chiefly intend to epeak to, viz. to treat of tl 
millennium, or the great judgment 
whereof Christ and bis sainta reign together 
thousand years. I must confess, in the words of 
Pareu*,* H/ec expUcarefateor me trepide offffredi, 
that 1 was somewhat afraid to adventure upon 
the handling of thesethings; because, whatlcon- 
ceive to be the genuine sense and meaning of 
those Scriptures which treat of this subject, and 
the mind of God herein, is laden with many and 
inveterate prejudices; partly by the long disuse 
and eryiiig down of what was formerly received 
by orthodox anticjuity; and partly beeausc of the 
many fopperies, if not worse, which have been 
lacked to the truth. So that I shall herein diaseot J 
from many who yet profess the some thin^ i 
• Psrvu, C«n. on Apoc. cap. 80. 



diaseot J 



the general ; it being, I hope, my design to free 
the truth from errors and falsities, which have a 
long time hung upon it: hut these 1 am willing 
to dissent from. 1 fear far more, lest 1 should 
not agree in opinion with many worthy, pious, and 
grave divines, from whom I am very unwilling 
in the least to depart. But if I may not have the 
assent of all such as yet, having notwithstanding 
many famous lighti, as, Justin Martyr, IreoEeus, 
TertuUian, Piscator, Alstedius, Mede, Dr. Twisae, 
Archer, Holmes, Tillinghast, cam multii aliit, to 
walk in the same path, and lead me the way, 1 
shall follow their steps so far as I may, beseeching 
the reader to pardon me, if now and then he see 
me step aside. I will promise to be as careful 
and circumspect as God shall help me : let me 
have the reader's charity. The mother-text of 
Scripture, whence the Church of the Jews did 
ground the name and expectation of the great 
day of judgment, with the circumstances thereto 
belonging, and whereunto almost all the descrip- 
tions and expressions thereof in the New Testa- 
ment have reference, is that vision of the seventh 
of Daniel, of a session of Judgment, when the 
fourth beast came to he destroyed, — where this 
great assizes is represented after the manner 
of the great Synedrion, or consistory of Israel, 
wherein the paler judicii had his aasetsores, sit- 
ting upon seats semi circle- wise before him, from 
his right hand to his left. " I beheld," saith 
Daniel, ver. 9, " till the thrones or seats were 
pitched down — [VD"i IIDHD ""l T3- i-xx- fucoJ 
flpricoi tVtflijffai'. Vulg. Lat. donee throni positi 
suiU ; not thrown down, as our laic English hath 
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It, but pitched down, namely, fur the senators 
to eit upon ;] — and the ancient of daya £thal is, 
the paler consistorii'] did ait," &c. " And [s«6- 
aud. I beheld] till the judgment was set [that 
i», the whole Sanbedrim], and the books werff 
opened," Ac- 
Here we see both the form of judgment de- 
livered, and the name of judgment eKpressed, 
which is afterward yet twice more repeated ; 
first, in the amplification of the tyranny of the 
wicked horn (ver, 21, 22), which is said to bo 
continued till the ancient of days came, anil judg- 
ment waa given to the saints of the Moat High \ 
that IS, potestat judicandi iptU facta, the powef 
of judging was made over to them. And the se^' 
cond time, in the angel's interpretation (ver. 26): 
" But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take 
away the dominion, to consume and destroy to 
the end." From thia description it came, that the 
Jews gave it the name of ]'i u'V and M3*T CV 
H'3r-, dietjudieii and die/ijudicii magni, the day of 
judgment, and the great day of judgment; whence, 
in the epistle of St, Jude, ver. 6, it ia called nfdint 
p<yii\i)( i^/Mpnc, the judgment of the great day,— 
a far greater than any horary, even a millennar*^ 
day; as shall more plainly afterwards (^Deo ad* 
juvante) be evinced and proved. 

From the same description they learned, that 
the destruction then to be should be by t)re, be* 
cause it is said, ver. 9, "His throne was a firry 
tlame, and his wheels burning. A fiery strean 
issued and came forth before him ;" and, ver. 1 1* 
" the beast wa« slain, and his body deatroytnli andi^ 
given tu the bnruiog Haiue." 
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From the same fountain are derived those ex- 
nrefHiona in the Gospel, where this day is inti* 
bated or described ; as, " The Son of Man shall 
Come in the clouds of heaven." " The Son of 
Rian shall come in the glory of his Father, with 
liis holy angels." Forasmuch as it is said here, 
" Thousand thousands ministered unto him," &c. 
I And that Daniel " saw one like the Son of Man 
(horning with the clouds ; and he came to the an- 
I eient of days, and they brought [or placed him] 
near him," &c. 

Hence Paul learned that the saints should judge 
the world ; because it is said, that " many thrones 
were set." And, ver. 22, by way of exposition, 
that "the judgment was given to the saints of 
the Most High," &c. 

Hence the same apostle learned also to confute 
the false fear of the Thessalonians ; "That the 
day of Christ's second coming was then at hand ; 
because that day could not be till the man of sin 
were first come, and should have reigned his time 
appointed." Forasmuch as Daniel had foretold 
it should be so, and that his destruction should 
be at the Son of Man's appearing in the clouds, 
whose appearance therefore was not to be till 
then. This is iirujiaveia rijc irapovaias avrov in 
St. Paul ; " whom the Lord (saith he) shall destroy 
at the liri^avua of his coming." Daniel's wicked 
horn, or beast acting in the wicked horn, is St. 
Paul's " man of sin," as the Church from her in- 
fancy hath understood and always interpreted it. 

But to goon. While this judgment sits, and 
when it had destroyed the fourth beast, the Son 
of Man, which comes in the clouds, receives donii- 
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Dion and glory, and a kingdom, that all peoplct 
nations, and languages, should serve and obef 
him, ver. i; vhtch kingdom is thrice explaioi " 
afterwards, to be the kingdom of the saints of 
Most High, ver, 18. " These four beasts," 
the angel, " are four kings which shall arise. But 
[viz. when they ha^e tiniBhed their course,] the 
saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom," 
&c. And, again, ver. 21, " The wicked horn pre- 
vailed, until the time came that the saints ptw* 
sessed the kingdom." 

Again, ver. 27, " When the fourth beast 
:ng in the wicked horn was destroyed, the kii 
dom and dominion, and the greati 
kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be gii 
to the people of the saints of the Most High," 

Now these grounds being thus laid, I argue as 
followcth ! — The kiogdom of the Moh of Man and 
of the saints of the Most High in Daniel begins 
when the great judgment sits. 

The kingdom in tlie Apocaljpse, chap. xx. i, 
wherein the saints reign with Christ a thousand 
irears, is the same with the kingdom of the Son of 
Man and the saints of the Most High in the pn>> 
phet Daniel. 

Ergo, it also begins at the great judgment. 

That the kingdom in Daniel, and that of a ' 
BRud years in the Apocalypse, are one and ihi 
kingdtim, plainly and eTideiitly appears thus: — 

rinitj because they begitn ab tmlrm Irrmii 
from the same epocha, or l)rginniiig, namely, 
the deslruetioD of the fourth beast; that in Danie^. 
when the beast {then ruling in the wicked horn^ 
was slain, and hia body destroyed, and given tv^ 
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the burning flame, Dan. vii. 11, 22, 27; thai id 
the Apocalypse, when the beast and false prophet 
(the wicked horn in Daniel) were taken, and both 
cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brim- 
Secondly; because St. John begins the reffnum, 
or kingdom ofa thousand years, from the same ses- 
sion of Judgment described in Daniel; as appears 
b; his parallel expression borrowed from tlience : 



St. John saitb. ch. u. 


Dimiel saith, ch. 7. 


Vsr. 4. I saw thrones, mi 
they eat upon them. 


Ver. 9. 1 beheld till the 
thrones were pitchad down, 
andthe judgment [i.e-Judicea] 


And judgment was given 
unto them. 

And the Hints Uved ud 
reigned with Chriat a thou- 

«u)d;uri. 


22. And judgment was 
given to the sainta of the 
Moat High. 

And the saints poasessed 
the kingdom, [vii. with the 

Son ofMan, who came in the 
clouds.] 



Now, if it be sufiicieDtly proved that the one 
thousand years begin with the day of judgment) 
it will appear further, out of the Apocalypse, that 
the judgment is not consummate till they be end- 
ed ; for Gog and Magog's destruction, and the 
universal resurrection, is not till then : therefore 
the whole one thousand years is included in that 
great day of judgment. 

But thus much may suffice to have spoken, by 
way of explication, to that mother-text in the 
Old Testament, the which I have so called, because 
hence it will follow, quasi eonsectarium quoddam 
de inlerpreCalione alionim Scriptura locorum hue 
perlinentium, that whatsoever Scripture speaks of 
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a kingdom of Christ to be at hia ercond BppeBriii^_ 
or at the destruction of anticlirist, must Deeds 
be the same which Daoiel saw should be at that 
time ; aiid so, conaequeutly, be the kingdom of a 
thousand years, which the Apocalypse includes 
between the beginning and consummation of the 
great judgment. All of them also have a like- 
ness, and are referred to this. Yea, our Saviour 
calls himself so frequently the Son of Man, be- 
cause Daniel so called him in this vision of the ■ 
great judgment, and to teach us that we are to J 
look for the accomplishment of what is there pro- ' 
pheaied of in himself. I had now done with this 
test, but that I have perceived, by some con- 
ferences I have had with eome reverend divines, 
that it is needful to answer an objection which 
hath been started, in opposition to all that hath _ 

Ol/Jecl. Daniel (say some, who, with Dr. Willed] 
and others, take this wicked horn to be meant o. 
AntiochusEpiphanes,)shewsootthe Roman moih 
archy's persecution of the Church, and the f ' 
of the same monarchy. For — 

If the Roman empire's persecuting the saint^ 
and the fall of the empire, were not revealed, tiU^ 
Christ revealed them to John in the ApocalypN^J 
then Daniel revealed them not. 

But the Roman empire's persecution t 
were not revealed till Christ revealed them ) 
St. John in the Apocalypse. 

Ergo, Daniel revealed tliem not. 

The major proposition, say they, is clear ; t 
minor is thus proved. 

The Romans persecuting the saints, and th^ 



full, is revealeil in the little book, Apoc.v, Sec, by 
opening seven seals, and blowing aoven trumpets ; 
all concerning and respecting seven- headed Rome: 
and none were able to open the seals of this book 
till Christ opened them to St. John. 

Therefore the Roman empire's persecution, and 
their fall, were revealed to none, before Christ 
revealed them to St. John. 

The former part of the antecedent is granted 
by all interpreters of the Apocalypse ; the latter 
part is clear in the test, Apoc, v. 3. None was 
able to open the book; none in heaven or earth, 
or under the earth, to make the speech more em- 
phatical. Paul, who delivered to his hearers all 
the counsel of God, could have preached the per- 
secutions of the Roman empire to his hearers from 
Daniel, if Daniel had in his visions opened them. 

This contaiDii the strength of what I have been 
opposed withal, iu reference to the exposition of 
this text: the which I come now to make this 
answer to iU 

An*. 1. The Roman empire to be the fourth 
kingdom of Daniel, was believed by the Church 
of Israel, both before and in our Saviour's time, 
received by the disciples of the apostles, and the 
whole Christian Church for the first iOO years, 
without any known contradiction.* And I confess, 
having so good ground in Scripture, it ia with 
me tantum fton artieulus Jidei, almost an article 
of faith : for the four monarchies of the world, in 
Daniel, are twice revealeil ; first, to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, in a glorious image uf four sundry luetals. 
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DaD. ii. ; secoodly) to Daniel himself, id a vision'] 
of four diverse beasta arising out of the sea, Dan. 
vii. The intent of both is, (as I have shewed in 
one already, and shall in the other, when 1 have 
doDe with this objection), by that succession of _ 
kiDgdoras to point out the kingdom and the timaa 
of the kingdom of Christ. 

'2, I acknowledge also the subject of the a 
calyptical visions to hefala imperii Romani j 
primum Ckristi adventutn usque ad seeundui, 
mperfuturi, the fates of the Roman empire, whiohjl 
after the first coming of Christ, was still to c 
tinue in being even till the secood. And this | 
afiirm, the Roman kingdom was revealed unU 
Daniel, but not according to that distinct eui 
cession of things, and specification of the fata 
thereof, (which was first made known unto S 
John), but only in general, and in imagine not 
fuw, not to be explicatcH but by Christ himseln 
I say, the Romaa kingdom was revealed to Daaicf 
in the general; but the order of the times tbereoti 
and the series rtnun gerendarum, or c 
things to be acted therein, not until the Revelati< 
unto Sl John. 

3. Nor is it strange or unwonted thai 
may be revealed in general, and yet *raost of thi 
particulars concerning the same to be unknowm^ 
and sealed. The calling of the Gentiles, or 
the kingdom of Christ among the Gentilna, by 
way of surrogation to the Jmvs, was revealed 
unto St. Peter and Paul, anil the rest of tbc 
apostles; but the partieular fates and state* of 
that kingdom were never known till Christ re- 
vealed them to St John in tlie apocalyptical 
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visions. The like I say of the fourth, or Roman 
kingdom, the general revelation whereof could 
not but be before the opening of the sealed book 
in the Apocalypse, since it had then been so long 
a time in the world as that it was grown past the 
aK/ii^, and had fulfilled what it was to fulfil upon 
Daniel's people. 

4/. As for the persecutions of the Church, I 
deny the argiimeot, either of the seals or trum- 
pets, to be the Roman persecutions of Christ's 
kingdom ; or that any of them haye reference to 
persecutions, save the fifth seal only ; or that any 
thing contained in them was made known to 
Daniel, save the catastrophe only represented in 
the last trumpet, which the angelua tonitruutn 
proclaims there to be conmrnmalio mysterii Dei, 
pTout annuTtciavU semis *wi'* pTophetis, — " the 
finishing of tbe mystery of God, as he hath 
declared to his servants the prophets ;" and there- 
fore cannot be denied to have been both foretold 
and expected for the general, although not for 
the manner, time, and order, in gerie rerum 
gerendarum, in the course of things to be acted 
till then. 

Clear it is that the assertion by some owned, 
and in the objection named, that the Roman per- 
secution was revealed to none till Christ revealed 
it to John, cannot stand, unless we deny the 
coming of the man of sin (who is a great limb 
of that fourth kingdom) to be any part of the 
Church's afflictions ; for this was revealed unto 
St. Paul, both for the quality and the fall thereof, 
viz. that Christ should destroy it etti^ioce/ji r^c 
rttpovalaq avTov, which I make no doubt but St. 
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Paul learDed out of the icventh of Daniel, whi 
that ruffling-hom is not destroyed until the Son 
of Man cornea in the clouda of heaven to receive 
that universal kingdom which shall never suffer 
persecution. But whereas it is said that the 
ruffling-Lorn of the fourth beast is Antiochiul 
Epiphanea, I demonstrate the contrary by thiM 
one argument following : — M 

The ruffiing-horn reigns until the Ancient of-' 
days comes, in fiery flames, to destroy him, and 
to give judgment unto the sainta of the Moat 
High, and until the time comes that the stutito 
possessed the kingdom, viz. until the Son of Man 
comes in the clouds of heaven, to receive a king- 
dom, wherein all nations, people, and languages 
should serve and obey him. Dan. vii. 9, 10, lU 
13; which Ik expounded, ver. 22, 26, &c. 

But Antiochua Epiphanes reigned not 
this time; for he died 160 years, and more, 
fore the birth of Christ, and almost 200 y 
before his ascension ; the least of which num 
is a longer space of time than was from the di 
of Alexander unto Antiochua. 

Ergo, Antiochua Epiphanes is not that rutninj 

But I conceive this may sulfice to answer thl 
objection. I therefore now shall step & Uttls 
forward, and look into that other Lest, Dan. 
ii. HI-4S, where we have, in Nebiiohadnezcar's 
great image, the four great monarchies of th« 
world represented and hel<l out unto us, and tb«t 
in this order following: — 

I. The first monarchy was the Ansyrian, 
fell into the BabyloniaD, and bloesomed io Ni 
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rod (Gen. x. 8, 9, 10), and waa ripened in that 
present Nebuchadnezzar, his child ami grand- 
child. This monarchy was represented iii that 
image by the head of gold, Dan. ii. 38. 

2. The second monarch; was that of the Medes 
and Persians, which blossomed in Cyrus, who 
conquered Babylon, and slew Belshazzar, and 
endured till Darius, whom Alexander, a Grecian, 
overthrew. This monarchy was expressed in that 
image by the breasts and arms of silver, Dan. ii. 
39 with ver. 32. 

3. The third monarchy was that of the Greeks, 
which blossomed, or rather immaturely and sud- 
denly ripened, in Alexander the Great of Mace- 
don, who presently, by his victories, overran the 
world ; and, by hia Budden and untimely death, 
was divided into four great parte, by four of his 
chief generals, who parted the world among them, 
Dan. ii. 39. This Grecian monarchy was ex- 
pressed in that image by a belly and thighs of 
brass. 

4f. The fourth monarchy was that of the Ro- 
mans, which blossomed and ripened leisurely 
and by degrees, and was therefore more likely to 
last long ; and by certain gradations and much 
(inie rooted out successively all the inheritors 
of Alexander, and the upholders of the Greek 
monarchy, and possessed all the chief known 
parts of the world ; and so fetching its beginning 
lower westward, and yet up as high eastward. It 
became a mightier monarchy than any of the 
former. This tnonarchy was expressed in the 
image by the lega of iron, Dan. ii. 32, 4-0; be- 
cause^ as iron, it was strongest of all, and subdued 
cS 
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nil under it ; but in process of time, the bodf 
tlie world, which it bore up, being so grea^ to 
which it was a leg or supporter, it divided itself 
(as it IB in the natural body) into two legs, and 
ia in the image so expressed, though for a great 
while it wad but one monarchy; yet at last it 
grew into two, the eastern and western monarchy. 
The western, after the eastern was lost, fell into 
feet and toes, or kingdoms, wherein was both 
strength and weakness. Iron and clay, and these 
never to be rejoined or united, notwithstanding 
it hath been endeavoured, by marriages and other 
covenants, to mingle and to rejoin in one mottvi 
arehy. But it shall never be ; but to the peril 
and upshot of their sovereignty and monarchi 
they shall remain kingdoms distinct, as feet ai 
toes of iron and clay unmiugleable. 

Now in the days of this fourth Roman uu 
western monarchy there shall be a stone cut 
without hands (Dan. ii. 34^ 36), which shall firali 
ruin these kingdoms ; it smote the image o 
feet, that were of iron and clay (ver. 34) 
so swallowed up the whole image. All the foi 
going monarchies were brought under it, and bjni 
it to nothing (ver. 35); and it became a monarch; ' 
over the whole earth, wherever any of the fomii 
monarchies had ruled (ver. 35); that is, 
explained, ver. 44, 45, a kingdom which that 
stone shall obtain, set up by the God of heaven. 
And whereas the other monarchies were erected 
by men on earth, though permitteil by God. tbia 
kingdom or monarchy shall swatlt 
foregoing monarchies, and that by no humaa 
meaiia or policy; for it was without hands, 
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not in hand ; that is, not of man, but a. divine 
work eveiy way ; and it shall reach, and swallow 
up, not only the feet and toes, but the legs of 
brass, the breast and arras of silver, the head of 
gold (Dan. ii. 34, 35);— that is, all kingdoms 
and states that were, from first to last, under any 
of the monarchies, shall be swallowed up by, and 
conic under this. And this is a fifth monarchy, 
which shall arise in the world, after the former 
four, which is to be understood of a state of 
Christ's kingdom here upon earth; as it appears; 

1. Because it is called "a stone," as Christ is 
the Btone which the builders refused, jet is be- 
come the head of the corner, 1 Pet. ii. 3-8, and 
" fills the whole earth," ver. 35. 

2. It is a stone ^IT-a »*: ^1, tpii non est in 
manibus, which is not in hand, or not cut out with 
hands; because by God immediately, without 
human help, this kingdom shall be reared up. 

3. Its duration — that it shall last for ever — 
shews it is meant of Christ's kingdom ; no people 
shall swallow it up, as they have done all other 
monarchies. The Babylonian was left to the 
Mcdes and Persians, and this to the Grecians, 
and the Grecian to the Romans ; but this shall 
be left to none, but shall be for ever, Dan. ii. 14- ; 
that is, to the world's end. It is left to no other 
kingdom ; for at the world's end, when Christ 
delivers it up, he delivers it not to any other 
people, but to the Father, 1 Cor. xv. 24. 



THE PROPHECY IN BEV. XX, 

The next text we may look into, and as it weiw 
tht; eldest daughter of thesB already handled, ' 
that 'iOth cha(jter of the Hevelatiun, of whinlt 
1 shall speak a little more largely, wrapping tB 
many other Scriptures, handling the same thin^ 
with it. Where, first, we have, ver. 1, the LorA 
Jesus Christ des<:ending and coming down rrodli, 
lieaveu, in those words : " I saw an angel c 
down from heaven, having the key of the boW 
tonilesa pit, and a great chain in his baud." 
This angel is Chrlat, called Michael, Rev. i " ~ 
who destroys the< works of the devil, ai 
stronger than he, to bind him, and cast him oat^ 
of the air into the pit. It is he that conquered 
him upon his white horse, who went forth (Revi> 
vi. 2, iia vu.-^(Tji, ut vincerel) that he migbt' 
conquer. He oast him down to the earth, Ker*, 
xii. 8 ; he defeated him, in his lieutenant, the 
l>east; he hath the keys of hell and death; an^* 
his regal power and authority is notably s«t out* 
by the emblem of a great chain in his hand: and' 
here he doth three things unto him. 

1. Hi> apprehends hun; he laid hold on (h» 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil and' 
Satan. He lays hold upon him by hia pow«r^ 
and gripe* him as on« in fury. Tho dewriptioii- 
uf the dmgon here, and chap. xii. 9, ii one Bnd' 
the same, to shew that it is the same tievi] thvt' 
there was cast unto the earth, and now by this 
dtwcendiug angel, the Lord Jesus Christ, is c ~ 
into the pit. 

2. He binds bim, thu term of hi* I 
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being expressed : " and bound him ;" he ties him 
up rrom his former liberty, and chains him as 
men do desperate dogs or mastiffs ; and that 
for a long time, "and bound him a thousand 

3. Imprisons him, the place where is in the 
bottomless pit ; that is, an abyss, which he before 
feared, Luke viii. 31; " They besought him that 
he would not command them to go ik rrjv a^va- 
rroy, into the deep, or pit;" as it is here; the 
original word is one and the same. And the 
manner how was very securely; he shut him up, 
and sel a seal upon him ; as sometimes it was 
with Daniel in the lions' den, Dan. vi. 17, and 
with Christ's bod; in the sepulchre, Matt xxvii. 
ult.; which shews the certainty and fulness of 
this restraint, and the complete power and supe- 
riority of the angel over him, who shall no more 
suffer Satan this thousand years to range abroad, 
and to disturb the reign of Christ and his people, 
and to do mischief as before, being fast shut and 
locked up in prison ; he shall neither use hia 
former violence nor subtilties. Lastly ; the end 
of all this is, that he should deceive the nations 
no more; which I conceive is not to be under- 
stood absolutely and simply (as if he should not 
have any liberty to deceive any man living, as 
some would have it), but with respect to such 
extent and success as before, he shall not now 
prosper in his designs and attempts. And it sig- 
nifies a new and further restraint beyond that iu 
Rev. xii., where he was cast down to the earth, 
when he was cast down from open heathenism 
and open persecution, as a dragon ; under that 
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notion he waa cast out of the Church. Yet he 
did begin presently to try a new way, and thah! 
not without auccees ; for as before he had mad» 
the world mad in their heathenism, so now lu^ 
makes them mad in idolatries and euperstUioiH^ 
sul^tituting the beast in his room and pUc«V' 
giving him his power, and fear, and great uitho- 
rity (Rev. xiii. 2); and causing that all, botfc 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bound^. 
should receive a mark in their hands or forehea4i%' 
else they should not have the liberty to buy or selV< 
pray or preach, traffic or trade with any. 

But now he sliall be bound from that liberty 
of deluding the nations any more, either by his 
paganism, as he did iu the first period, or bf 
superstition and idolatry, as in the second. NeU 
ther yet shall he tempt them i 
disquiet and trouble their peaceful reign witb 
Christ on earth. 

But to go on. This preparation being e 
we read, ver< 4 : "I saw," saith John, " throne% 
and they sat upon them, and judgment was givtaf 
unto ttiem ; and I saw the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jcaui and fcnr 
the Word of UoU, and which had not worshipped 
the beast neitlier his image, neither had received 
his mark upon their foreheads or in their haudat! 
and they lived and reigned with Christ a thou- 
sand years." In which words, that we may com* 
Bar their BenM; and meaning as possibly w« 
1 shall endeavour to explain and make clear 
things following, i ' 

1. What thrones and wliat judgment is her* 
it ? what must we underatoad by tluun? 
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2. What* are the souls of those that were be- 
headed, and worshipped not the beast, &c.? 

3. What is their life and reig;D with Christ a 
thousand years ? 

Qu. 1. What thrones, and what judgment, is 
here meant? or what must we understand by 

Ans. Let us observe the words in the origi- 
nal, which runs thus : Kol elSoy dpoyovg, ral iKa- 
5tirac et' a&rouf, wi) spifia lEdSij aiiro?f. For the 
right understanding of these words, two things 
are to be premised, which are these next fol- 
lowing : — 

1. That these thrones are set for the conquerors 
of the beast and false prophet ; for it is expressly 
said, "they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given to them, aiiroie't namely, to them of whom 
mentioD is made in the Htb verae of the fore- 
going chapter : for to suppose the words, " they 
sat upon them," to relate only to the following 
words, " the souls of them that were beheaded," 
is to place the relative before any antecedent. 
The thrones, therefore, are set for them who de- 
scended from heaven, with Christ, to make war 
against the beast and false prophet. Rev. six. 
I*: "And the armies which were in heaven 
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean ;" for these, and not others, 
are nest mentioned, whom he had before more 
clearly described, Rev. svii. 14 : " These" (name- 
ly, the ten kings, who have given their power to 
the beast) " sliall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them ; for he is Lord 
of lords, and King of kings; and they (hat are 




vith bin) are calle^d, and chosen, and faithful ;" 
for these, that come with the Lamb, ai 
the Lamb, are these thrones set. 

3. Kpi/ia, Judgment, here is the same, and sigi 
nifies the same with the word reign, or kingdom i 
for it immediately follows, " and they reigned ;" 
which kingdom is, in this place, given to tfaa 
saints, after the destruction of the beast, anti- 
christ ; and it is the same kingdom which Daniel 
speaks, before handled. The thrones, therefore, 
here set, are the thrones in which the saints shall 
sit, at the second coming of Christ, at the final 
destruction of antichrist. And judgment is that 
kingdom which the saints shall then obtain ; not 
a horary or diary, properly so called, but a mil- 
lennary upon earth (as the test plainly and lo- 
tidem verbis expresseth), to be perpetuated in 
heaven a^erwards to all eternity i at^er the last 
judgment, properly and strictly taken, which 
shall he the lost effect of this kingdom on earth, 
consisting in the final justification of the just 
and absolution of the faithful, and in the final 
reprobation and condemnation of the wicked 
and ungodly. Of these thrones and of this judg- 
ment Christ speaks. Matt. sii. 28 : " Verily 1 
say unto you, That ye which have followed me ia 
the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall ait 
on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelvo thrones.judgingthetwelve tribes of Israel." 
Ko Luke xiii. 29, SO: "I appoint unto you a 
kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unt 
that ye may eat and drink at my table ii 
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the tw 
tribes of liirael ;" where, in tlic former text, I 
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twelve Ihrones all the tlirones are meant ; but 
they are called twelve in reference to the twelve 
apostles, in whom are represented the multitude 
of the faithful, judging and reigning : aa Austin 
well noteth, in his 'liOth book Oe Citrilate Dei, 
cap. 5. For of all the faithful the apostle Paul 
speaks, 2 Cor, vi. 2: "Do ye not know that the 
saints shall judge the world ?" — that is, govern 
the same. And, lastly, John, in the Revelation, 
Hev. iii. 21 : "To him that overcoraeth will I 
grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in 
his throne." But thus we see what thrones and 
what judgment is here meant. The nest question 
which was proposed follows, which is — 

Qu. 2. What is meant by the souls of them 
that were beheaded ? 

Anaw. The words in the original run thus : 
Kal rac i/iu^^ie riiiv irtirtKiKtrr^iyiiiv Jia n)v iiapru- 
play 'lijaoii : the word tllov is to be added or 
supplied. And so do all the interpreters ; and 
some do repeat it, as the Arabic, et vidi ani- 
mas; "And I saw the souls of Ihem that were 
beheaded." He saw sitting on thrones the souls 
of them that were beheaded. Now here let the 
reader weigh these particulars following, for the 
right understanding of these words, viz. : 

1. ^vxoi, souls, are here put for the dead. The 
souls of them that were beheaded, is the same 
with the dead that were beheaded: aninuB per- 
cusiorum idem itnt quod mortui percussi. And 
this interpretation is manifest from the opposite 
clause or sentence, cateri morttiorum, the rest 
of the dead lived not again; and therefore the 
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tirst are consiilered as dead. Animee in saerit 
Uteri) non koitum persoTuis sed cadavera denotat, 
saith Mede : sovU, In Sacred Writ, denotes not 
only persons, but dead bodies. So, in the He- 
brew text, souU are often taken for the dead. 
Amongst those many places where they are 
taken, see a place or two. Levit. xxi. 1 ; " Thi 
shall none of the sons of Aaron be defil 
[I'ayn iffsab, pro anitna in jtopuUs suit,'] tot 
the soul, [" for tiie dead," sajth uur English,] 
among his people." So Levit. x.ix, ver. S8: 

pro aniaia non dehitis in came veitra, " ye ahitt 
make no cuttings in your flesh for the 
[dead]." So Psalm svi. 10: "Thou shalt 
leave my soul in hell," i-e. me dead in the grat 

2. These souls are those very souls that d 
cry under the altar for the avenging of thi 
blood, and waited for the reiicniplioo of Ihi 
bodies, Rev. vi. 9, 10; which appears not 
from the anaphorical article, here twice repeal 
rac J-ux^C '■'"'■> ''^ aninuu iUorum, " the < 
souls of them;" but chiefly from the identical 
scriptioD of those souls, Apoc. vi. 10, and tl 
here, Apoc. xx. 4 : " souls of them that n 
slain," in the former text; "souls of them I 
were beJiended," in this ; viz. the martyrs of 
first period under the dragon. 

S. Now to these nouls are adjoined also 
loulit of those that did not warship the l>eaBt 
receive hi* marlc; who ahio for this cause, 
fusing to do it, wore killed. Rev. liii. |5, ' 
words in the Ureek arc rai oirtMt-: whore, a 
th^ tronjunction ini, must nectwjirily be udi 
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Btood Ay^poHTOii OS if he had said, xai &.yi(Hirirot 
otrivte ob irpotrtKvittirav tw Sjipifi " and the men, 
whosoever had not worshipped the beast cor his 
image ;" souls and men are here joined, quasi 
termini converiihiles, and those and these both 
taken in. And lest we should doubt here to be 
fulfilled what was mentioned Rev. vi. 9, 10, to 
those very souls was promised, after the number 
uf these martyrs should be completed, what they 
cry for, and is here fulfilled, should be done, 
ver, H : ■' Aud it was said unto them, that they 
should rest for a little season, till their fellow- 
servants also, and their brethren that should be 
killed, as they were, should be fulfilled." The 
expressioD here is very curious, and such as is 
worthy diligently to be minded; for the Holy 
Ghost hath here linked together souls and men, 
to ahew that by those soub be meant meiii as 
also the faithful of the second period with the 
first, to shew that both shall live and reign with 
Christ now in this third period. 

i. By the name of martyrs also, by a synec- 
doche, are here understood all the faithful dead 
in Christ, who here, and often elsewhere, espe- 
cially in the prophets, are described aa it were 
killed for Christ. Whence also they are wont 
to be called Christ's dead body. Is. xxvi. 19: 
" Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead 
body shall they arise." So Paul writes of all the 
faithful, Rom. viii. 36: "For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep 
for the slaughter." And of all the faithful it is 
spoken, Rer. xW. 13: "Blessed are the dead 
which die in [or, for] the Lord" — oi ytxpoi ol (v 
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Kufii'fi airoSyliaiiovTii. Yea more, those wh( 
Paul kad called "dead in Cbnat,"— 1 Thess. 
16, " And the dead in Christ shall rise first," 
a little before, viz. ver. 14, he had called thi 
" dead for Christ," ciii too 'IijitdS, per vei _ 
Chriglum, who sleep through or for Jesus, Hem 
he is not only said to come with ten thousands i 
bis saints to execute Judgment upou all, Jul 
14; with ten thousand times ten thousand, Diuu 
vii. lOj but also with all his saints, Zech. xiv, 
" And the Lord my God shall come, and all 
■ vith thee" ["^as □^B'^p bit ommt 



tecum, Christe ; vel tecum jwo 
More]. So that, as I said, by the namt 
tyrs or giaiu, all the faithful dead ii 
are here uDderstood. All the saints ci 

5. Certainly all the faithful are in v 
killed for Christ, and therefore martyr 
'a the thing done, or in the effect, yet 
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ue with 
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; if m 

ofiectioD and firm purpose of mind. Therefoi 
Christ saith, Luke xiv. 26. " If any man come I 
me [_et non odit anitaam suam'] , and doth not hal 
his own life,"^i. e. in comparison of me, and. i 
ever I and it come in competition, be willing I 
lay it down for me, — " he cannot be my disciple. 
To conclude, then ; by souls reigning with Chrii 
are meant all the faithful dead in Christ; con 
cerning whom the apostle Faul thus speaks, 
Tim. ii. II. 12: "If we be dead with him. m 
shall also live with him; if we suffer, we shs 
also reign with him." Unto which words Job 
seems to have respect here, when he saith. " The 
lived and reigned with Chrut." But m thi 
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;e me (and I come) next to the haadliiig O 
bird thing propoeed. 

It. 3. What is this life and reign of the eainU 1 
Christ a thousand yearaP I 

tsip. The text saith, koI H^itaav, na'i tSo- | 
wav fiera XjjmrnS m x'^'" *'''!* ^""^ ^^^- ^' 
nfTiXiiiaovm jut aiiroS -^flXia tr?j — " they lived 

■eigned with Christ a thousand years ;" " and 
shall reign with faira a thousand years." 
lite of the souls of them that were beheaded 
s to be no other thaa the life of the body, 
h they did lay down in the death of the 
' ; and which now in the resurrection they 
ve again, no more to die the death of the 
■. Certainly this life cannot be meant of life 
tual, in oppocition to death spiritual, or death 
n ; because it is the life of those that were 
laded, to whom it is not granted aftpr death 
ise from sin. Besides, "lived" here is all 
with the resurrection here spoken of, ver. 6. 
f lived, that is, they rose again to life ; which 
it is meant of a corporal, and Dot of a spi- 
ll resurrection, there are in the text argu- 
ts for the one and against the other. And 
these arguments in the text offer themselves 
t,vi2. 
Because John speaks of the souls of them 
were beheaded, that is, of those that were 
, or dead in body. And he aaith, " they 
I," that is, they lived again ; but the dead in 
! live not again but by a resurrection from 
death of the body. The argument may be 
framed : — 
ho resurrection of the dead in body is the 
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resurrection of the body, Matt. xsii. 3t 

xii. 26; Acts ssiii. 6; Acts xxiv. 21; I Con 

XV. 12. 

But the fi] 
of the (lead in body, for it 
those tbat were beheaded. 
body. 

2. The text speaks of such a resurrectJoit 
wherein men live a thousand years after they be 
raised ; which cannot agree to any other life or 
resurrection but the life and resurrection of thm 
body. Ergo, this resurrection is a bodily resu^ 

3. Such a resurrection is meant as happeneth 
to the rest of the dead after the thauaand yean 
arc ended, who lived not again till the thousand 
years were finished; ver. 5, which shall bs of 
the body. Ergo, this resurreciton is of ihe hoAf 

*. The men that were beheaded must so Ii»» 
during the thousand years as the rest of the dead 
lived not all that while : but the rest of thv dead 
lived all that while in soul separated from tb« 
body ; therefore, the men that were beheaded 
must live all that while in soul joined 

5. The men that were beheaded roust 
at the first resurrection as Ihe rest of the dead 
shall at the srcond resurrection : but the rent of' 
the dead shall live iu body and soul too at tba 
second resurri'dion ; therefore, the rai-t 
were beheaded shall live in body and soul 
the first resurrection. But they cannot l>e said 
to live in their budirs unless ihcy be raiacd from. 



lEv. XX. 31 

tbeir graves, therefore the first resurrection is of 
the body from the grave. But thus we see that 
the text itself affords us arguments to prove that 
action is a corporal or bodily resurrec- 
vill aUo, second!;, afford and yield 
to prove that it is not a spiritual re- 



1. John was not called upon from heaven to 
behold that which he and every Christian knew 
before, or to have tautologies told bim : for if 
by resurrection should be meant regeneration (as 
some would have it), he knew, and so did every 
Christian before, that such were blessed. And 
according to that interpretatiou the words sound 
no more but this, — Bleitsed and holy is he that 
hath part in holiness ; which were but a harsh 
tautology. 

2. This spiritual resurrection did begin in 
Adam after his fall, and hath continued ever 
since, and shall to the world's end. But the first 
resurrection here spoken of did not begin in 
Adam, but is to begin after the Armageddon bat* 
tie (which will be the last and fatal blow where- 
by the beast and false prophet shall be for ever 
cashiered out of the world), and last a thousand 
years, and no longer. Ergo, r' ' 
not regeneration. 

3. He that hath part in tbi 
shall live and reign with Christ a thousand years^ 
but no regenerate man did ever live so long in a 
state of regeneration. Ergo, regeneration cannot 
be meant by this resurrection. 

4. No man is regenerate after death ; but the 
I that were beheaded did live and reign with 
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Christ a. thousand years after ihey were 
headed. Ergo, this life and reiga caonot 
meant of regeneratiun. 

5. Tlie men that were beheaded, &c. are 
any of them excluded from reigning with Chi 
a thousand years ; but if the first resurrection 
meaot of regeneration, then, begin the accoi 
when you will, and many shall be exduded. 
instance, suppose we begin at the death ofStepI 
(Acts vii.), who was the first that was slain 
the witness of Jesus and the word of God ; 
thousand years were then ended about six fa 
dred years ago, and all that were beheaded sinra 
are excluded from reigning with Christ a tbou- 
saud years. Or suppose we begin with Constas- 
tine, as many desire, the thousand years were 
then ended about three hundred years ago i and 
so they that were beheaded before the days of 
Coiistantine are excluded from the thouMuid 
years, and they that have been beheaded si 
in the last three hundred years, are excli 
also. Ergo, 

6. He that hath a part in the first rcaurrectit 
hath a share in the thousand years, whether ' 
were beheaded or no, an appears, ver. 6, before 
mentioned; but they that were regenerate be* 
lore the dealb of Christ hod a part in the first 
resurrection (if we understand it of regentm- 
tion), and yet they had no part in the thouMnd 
years, because they wrro dead bi'for*'. And ihey 
tiiat have been regencrrated since the thousaiM* 
years are supposed to be ended, had also a 
in the firat resurrection, i. e. in regeneration, 
they had no share in the thousand yean, becai 
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they are supposed to be ended before tLey were 
regenerate. Ergo, 

7> If the first resurrection be meant of a spi- 
ritual resurrection, then when it is said tliat the 
rest of the dead lived not again till the thousand 
years were ended, that must be meant of a spi- 
ritual resurrection too ; for the words, " they 
lived not again," ver. 5, are opposed to the words, 
" they lived," ver. 4, and so consequently to the 
first resurrection, as is proved before. But this 
latter clause is not meant of a spiritual resurrec- 
tion ; for then the rest of the dead should be re- 
generate when the thousand years are ended, and 
then none should be for ever damned ; wbich 
most esaftly contradicts the test, Kev. xx. \5, 
" Whosoever was not found written in the book 
of life was cast into the lake of fire." Ergo, no 
spiritual, but a corporal resurrection is meaub 
If by the word donee, until, we understand nun- 
quam, never, as some would have it, this is con- 
trary to the Scripture too; for when it is said, 
ver. 3, " Satan shall deceive the nations no mare 
until the thousand years be fulfilled," the mean- 
ing is, he should not deceive them while the 
thousand years continued, but should have li- 
berty to deceive them afterwards. So when it 
is said, "the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished," the 
meaning must of necessity be, they lived not 
again while the thousand years continued, but 
are to live again when the thousand years are 
ended : but then they are not to live again by a 
spiritual resurrection ; therefore that is not the 
meaning of the words ; but the meaning is, they 
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shall live again in a bodily resurreotion. But II _ 
this latter clause be meant of a bodily resurrec- 
tion, then the former clause, where it is aaidi 
" The BDuls of them that were beheaded lived 
and reigaed with Christ a thousand years," is 
meant ofa bodily resurrection : quoderai d em on- 
strandum. But thus I have done with that first 
misunderstanding of this test, to understand it 
of regeneration, which I confess I see not, far 
these aud other reasons, how it can be. Neither 
yet cao it be meant of a life of glory in heaveo, 
a^ some others would have it ; for John was not 
called to heaven to see things to be done there, 
but to see things there to be done on earth. 
Rev. iv. 1 : " A door was opened in heaven," aad 
he called to come up. For what end ? to tee 
things that must be hereafter. Where? in hea- 
ven? No; hut on earth, see Rev. vS. 1, S, 9. 
And all done on earth. Those things that were 
representetl to John in heaven shall be do«M 
on earth : ns the vision of the woman, and the 
great red dragon, represented to him in heaven, 
but fulfilled on the earth. There is not one in- 
Btauce can be given of any thing in the Revela- 
tions that is to be fulfilled in heaven, except the 
text do express it so to be, which it doth not here t 
for the Apocalypse is a revelation of things to be 
fulfilled on earth. Besides, it cannot be meant 
of a lifn in heaven ; because many of thoife who 
were killi'd hnvi; lived thU life before these thou- 
sand years, aud the life in heaven is not a life to 
entl when thi'ae thousand years are ended. Nor 
ban that liff be called a living agaiu, or a mur- 
mction ; for tliut life and happiness of the aainU 



is not tbe restoring a life lotit, but tbe cDJoyment 
and posnesston of a new life. It is therefore a 
corporal life, whicli is meant by the life from the 
dead, after the final destruction to tbe beast and 
false prophet in the day of Christ's second oom- 
ing, which will be the time of the resurrection, 
first of the first, and secondly of the second. 

The reign of these souls, that is, of the dead 
notr living, as soon as ever they are united to 
(heir bodies, will be a reign upon earth, as plainly 
appears. Rev. v. 10: ■' And hast made us kings 
and priests unto God ; and we shall reign on the 
EARTH." Either, then, this shall be on the earth, 
or else the four-and -twenty elders were mistaken 
in their doxology. Now what is there said in 
tOTiiinii, is here in this 20th chapter said to be 
fulfilled, ver. 4, 6 : " They lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand.years;.... and they shall reign 
with him a tJaousand years ;" which cannot be 
meant, as I.said, of heaven after the day of judg- 
ment, for that is longer than a thousand years; 
nor of the kingdom of heaven before the day of 
judgment, for that is also more than a thousand 
years; but of a kingdom they shall have on earth; 
as the words plainly shew in the fore-cited test. 
Rev. V. 10. 

Besides, that this kingdom and the saints' 
reign shall be on earth, may be gathered from 
two things in the text, which offer themselves to 
leave this beyond all doubt. 

1. Because the devil shall be perfectly bound 
up in the bottomless pit, that the sainti^ may 
quietly reign ; which would not he needful to 
be done that the saints might quietly reign in 



heaven, for be could make no disturbance there 
nor get thither. 

2. Because, unities they were to reign on eartln 
Stttan, Gog, aud Matcug, couid not war a);aiiu~ 
them. But we read, ver. 7. 8, " That when tb 
tLousand years are ended, Gug aud Magog BhalSl 
rise against them." From whence it doth i 
pear, that the beloved city and the camp of tbs I 
saints shall be in the niid^t of Gog and iMagi^.l 
iu the lour quarters of the earth. For it is saidrV 
" Tbey shall compass the beloved city and ths-fl 
camp of tbe saints about :" which they could not,! 
do, if either of them were in heaven. TherefoM f 
this kingdom is to come upon eai-th ; yet it 
not be an earthly or a worldly kingdom, i 
Chiliagtes, and some Jews, vainly dreamed and 1 
Imagined, but a gloriously spiritual and holy 
kingdom. Christ's kingdom now is a holy and 
spiritual kingdom in the hearta of his people; 
but then it shall be so, and much more holy aod 
spiritual, as well as more glorious than ever it 
was before, when the kingdoms of the world shaB 
become the kingdoms of God and of his Chrui( 
— when the Lord himself shall be king over iltl 
the earth, and his name be one. 

Object But it will be demanded, though it b^ 
granted, when the enemies of Christ and his peo< 
pie, the beaut and faUe prophet, are overthrown 
ami il«*troyod. niid Satan himself chained and 
bound up, there will be some eminent kingdoiK 
of the aaints, and that here upon earth — yet 
I aay it will be demanded, and the query i 
whether this reign of the aainta that had he* 
beheo<le<l. and martyrs of Jesus, aball be in their 



REV. xs. 37 

own persons, or in their successors, wlio profess 
the same truth irith them; as many godly anil 
learned divines do atHrni and hold, that it is nut 
to be understooil of tlie same individual persons, 
but of their fellows and suceessors in the aanie 
faith and profession, who fallow in the same spirit ' 

Anew. For answer to this, I cannot see at all 
how sucli a. succession) or such successors, should 
be meant here by this first resurrection, and this 
reign with Christ a thousand years ; and that for 
these reasons, amongst others, following; — 

1. Because succession cannot, in any tolerable 
sense, be called a resurrection ; but this living 
again, and reigning of the saints with Christ, is 
called a resurrection (ver. 5). Therefore it is 
not a succession ; for a succession is of other 
bodies in the room of those departed ; but a re- 
surrection is of the self-same individual bodies 
that were dead before. We had need, methinks, 
take heed, lest while we plead for and profess 
such a figurative and improper resurrection, we 
should at once both resist and deny the truth, 
and too much gratify atheists and Sadduceea ; 
who are willing to take all occasions to deny the 
resurrection altogether, and tell us it is but a 
fancy hatched in the brains of some men only. 

2. Because the apostle tells us, that " if we 
suffer with him, we shall also reign with him," 
2 Tim. ii. 12. But the saints do suffer in their 
own persons, and not in their successors; there- 
fore they shall reign in their own persona, and 
not in their survivors aiid successors. Now, by 
reigning with him, cannot, I conceive, be meant 
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in heaven, after the daj of judgment U consun 
mate and ended ; for then Christ as Christ, t 
aa Mediator, reigns not himself; but, as the apoi 
tie tells us (1 Cor. xv. 24), he delivers up tb 
kingdom to the Father, that God may be all i 
all; he himself reigns hut till then. If, then 
fore, we shall reign with him, it must be whJl 
he reigna; and that is not in this life, when li 
reigns in our hearts spiritually, for that i» tfa 
time of our suffering with him. Ergo, our reigi 
ing with him must be when we are raised agui 
a thousand years, during the day of judgmenl 
and this in our own persons, not in any sui 
vivors or successors : for " if we suffer, ice atid 
reign with him." 

3. Because JT the saints should suffer in the! 
own persona, and reign in their successors, thj 
would be a very poor encouragement to any mii 
to become a martyr. 1 Cor. sv. 18, 19; " Tha 
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ aa 
perished. If in this life only we have hope i 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable." 

4. What ia to suffer with Christ, but to sofFe 
as he did ; and what is it to reign with Christ 
but to reign as he doth, in quality though not \i 
equality 1 to he glorified with him, as Paul m 
pounds it, Kom. viii, 17; "To sit with him upoW 
his throne," as John espresseth it, Rev. ill. 21? 
Hut Christ's reign is not a reign in 8ucces8or«i 
for he hath none to succeed him ; therefore 
tlie saints shall not reigu in Huccessors, for tber 
must n^ign as he doth ; and (hat is not in su»(, 
ceisors, but in his owu person. This may 
!i Iburili rcABon against the saints* living ai 
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reigiiiug not id their own persona, but in their 
euGcessora. 

5. When the text saith, titey lived anj reigned 
witli Christ a thoutand years, let the reader be 
pleased diligently to weigh these two things fol- 
lowing:— 

1. If living a thousand years be meant of living 
in successors, then, by this reckoning, before the 
thousand years began, the saints had no succes- 
sors ; and after the thousand years are ended, 
they shall have no successors neither. As sup- 
pose the thousand years should begin (fit aliqui 
volunt, as some would have it) in the days of 
Constanline the Great, which was about three 
hundred years aSter Christ, then the saints which 
lived and died before his days had, by this reck- 
oning, no successors ; for the thousand years of 
living in successors wa9 not before then begun. 
And all the saints who have lived and died since 
blessed Luther's time have had no successors ; 
for, according to this account, the thousand years 
of living in successors was ended before he did 
begin. What a strange prophecy have some 
made this for the angel to tell John, of a thou- 
sand years in which the saints shall live in suc- 
cessors, whereas the saints have had successors 
for above 1660 years already since Christ's time I 
And how mauy years more they may continue to 
succeed each other, who can tell ? Surely the holy 
prophecy must have some other meaning than of 



2. If by the reigning of the souls of them that 
werp beheaded he meant reigning in successors, 
then, by this reckoniDg, there is no reigning of 
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the saints at all; tin- it' tliei-e be, it is cillieli| 
before or after death. Before deatli it cannot 
be, for that is a time of suffering, nut of reign- 
ing ; and after death they rei|^n not in their iiic- 
cessoi^, for their successors are in the same state 
of suffering that I heir p rede cpssors were, not of 
reigning. For instance, take we A, B, C, D ; — T 
A doth not reign in hia BucceBsor B, because B J 
tloth not reign himself; if he do, it is eilhwj 
before death or after death. But B doth ■ 
reign before death ; for that is a time of suffen 
ing, not of reigning. And after death, he do4 
not reigu in his successor C, for C is in 
state of suffering that his predecessor B was, and 
not of reigning ; and the self-same is the cam 
of D, &c But haply you will say, that A did 
reign in his life-time a part of the thougnndj 
years ; and B did reign in his life-time anotbiM 
part of the thousand years after A was deadfl 
and C did reign another part after B was Heade^ 
and BO of D, &c. But this evasion is nothing to 
the purpose ; for this kind of reigning (if the 
time of our suffering might be called the time of 
nur reigning) is more than a thousand yrsr», yea. 
several thousand years; but the reigning John 
speaks of is just a thousand yeais, and neither 
mora nor less. But, to speak the truth, there ie 
no such kind of reigning as this evasion speaks 
of: for A did not reign in his life-time; for that 
was, as I said before a time of suffering, not of 
reigning. The same may be sai<l of B, C| and D. 
And therefore, A not reigning in his o 
while h« lived, nor in his successor 13. nor B ii 
his succvMOr C, &e., reigns not at all, becaai 



they reign not after A ia deaJ. Again ; the 
apostle doth not say, " if we suffer, we do reign," 
as if suffering and reigning went together; but 
" we shall reign," that ia, after death, not before. 
So John here speaks of souls, i.e. dead men, that 
lived and reigned with Christ; not in successors, 
who themselves were sufferers while they lived, 
and not reigners, but in their own persons. 

6. God promised to give the land of Canaan 
to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob ; and they were 
to inherit it in their own persons, and not in 
their poaterity only, as will appear from Gen, 
xiii. 15; Gen.sv.7; Gen. xvii. 8; Gen. xxvi. 3; 
Gen. xsxv. 12 ; Exod. vi. 4s 8 ; Deut. i. 8 ; Deut. 
si. 21 ; and Deut. xkx. 20. But lest the hare 
citing of the texts should not be enough to con- 
vince one that is prejudiced against this argu- 
ment, 1 will, in a few words, take only one of 
the fore-cited Scriptures, and clear it from other 
glosses usually cast upon all such texts, leaving 
all the rest to the reader's search. Gen. xv. 7, 8 : 
" And he said unto hint, I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give 
thee this land to inherit it And he said. Lord 
God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 
it?" In which words, I conceive, these things 
are plain : 

L That it was God that took Abraham out ot 
Ur of the Chaldees, and brought him into the 
land of Canaan. Now if it was God, then what 
he promises must be made good, for he is truth 
itself; and hath all power, so that it ia impossible 
he should be frustrate in his ends, being also 
wisdom itself. 
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S. That God's end, in bringing Abraham ooC 
of Ur into Canaan, was to give him the land (rf 
Canaan to inherit it. For bo the test plainly^ 

3. That for the confirmation of Abraham'* 
faith, God did promise, again and again, that ha 
would give that land (not only to his posteritjr, 
but) to him to Inherit. 

4. That this promise was tu be made good to 
Abraham living, not dead ; for though God ever 
live to give, yet the dead cannot receive, but the 
living may. 

5. That this promise viaa not made good tO' 
Abraham while he lived that life which he thett 
had. Acts vii. 5 : " He gave htm none inheritancs 
in it [viz. in the land], no, not so much as 1 
his foot on ; yet he promised that he would giw 
It to him for a possession, and [not only to hiiSt 
but] to his seed [which seed came] alter faim.'' 

6. That Abraham did understand the promiw 
thu», and desired a confirmation of this faith, iW 
appears by those words, " whereby shall 1 kooW 
that I shall inherit it?" He understood it uotontf 
of his posterity, but of himself, as ia apparent. 

7* That Abraham died in the perenasion and' 
comfortable foresight of this promise ; as appeai%. 
Hell. xi. 13: ■■ Thexe died in faith, not having 
received the [aecompUshment of the] promisea^ 
but havinff seen [the accomplishment of] th«a 
[to be] afar off, and were persuaded of [the fiU* 
filling of] them, and embraced them, and coo* 
fessed that they were strangers," &e, John 

That, tbereforc, .\braLam must one day lit*, 
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again, and inherit this promise of God. Por, 
as I said, none of tfaem (viz. neither Abraham, 
Isaac, nor Jacob} did inlierit it in their own per- 
sons whilst they lived; as is plain, Heb. xi. 8, 9, 
10, 13, 16. Ergo, they must live again one day 
to inherit it, nut in successors, but in their own 
persons ; for the promises were not made to their 
successors only, but to themselves in their own 
persons, as the fore-cited texts declare. And 
this is the meaning of our Saviour's argument, 
whereby he proves the resurrection of the dead 
(Matt, xxii, 32) ; which words (saith Mr. Mede) 
must be understood with a reference to the pro- 
mise made to Abraham, Gen. xiii. 15, and xv. 7, 
and svii. 8. To Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 3 — to Jacob, 
Gen. xsKV. 12— to all these, Exod. vi. 4, 8 ; Deut. 
i. 8, and xi. 21, and x\x. 2Q. Now, lie promiseth 
the land of CanaaD not to their seed only, but 
to themselves ; therefore they must one day live 
a^in to inherit the promised land, which hither- 
to they have not done. For that God that thus 
covenanted with (hero, covenanted not to make 
good his promise to them dead, but living: there 
is the strength of Christ's argument; and it is 
irrefragable, which otherwise would not infer 
any such coDclusion. Certain it ia, the divine 
conclusion is strong and unanswerable, and such 
as the multitude were astonished at it ; but where 
is the irrefragability of it, if not in this ? 

These are the reasons I offer against living in 
successors, and reigning in successors ; the which 
1 submit to the trial of God's word, and the cen- 
sure of those that are sober, and pious, and un- 
biased, and have studied the point. 



But let ua proceed to «ee yet more Scriptura 
bearing witness to the truth in hand. Psalni 

ixKxix. 27 : -"Dbab _iT>*7r '\r\znH TiDn *:« rvA; 

^1H Etiam ego primogenititm dabo ettm ■ 
sum regibus terra. Sic ad verbum sonaL " AU9 
I will make him (my) first-bom high to 
kinga of the earth," or " higher than." or " high 
in cumpariaou of the kings of the earth." Noi 
in heaven, where are tu be no kings of the earlht 
but in the earth, where the kings of the eartb 
are to be. And that this is chiefiy to be und«t^ 
stood of the time of Christ's second coming, Paul 
to the HebrewB teachcth us (Heb. i. 6) : Sray " 
TTiiXii' (iffnydyn rof rpuiTiroKoy (it r^*- olKovfiiyii^ 
Xtyci, Kni TrpoaKui'jjiTiiTiiioay ourfi )rii»T(C iyyiXM 
QcoO. " And again, when he briogeth his firaU 
begotten into the world, he saith." So moat 
translators and expositors turn it, as our Engli 
hath done, placing the particle " again" so as 
may have reference to the verb " he saith ;" as if 
it had been thus expremed : " And again he saitK 
when he brlngeth in his first," &c Bu 
wonU in the Greek, as here is plain, are othetw 
wise placed than in our English traDslsUOD l 
word for word they run thus: " But when tgaiB 
he bringeth his first-begotten into the world. ' 
saith," &c. Again, secondly (for yield me fouk 
the ordinary lib<?rty of conetriirlion, and) tlia 
wor<lH will run thus: '■ But when he bringedi 
again his onl^-begolten into thr world, he Mith," 
&c. : " again, ' namely, in hii wcund coming, villi 
manifcat revpecl to thin pMilnu And »o verf 
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many itjterpret this text id thix panim: Loquitur 
kic (inqiiit Ribera, Com. in Heb. i. 6) de seciimlo 
CkrisH adventu, cum adjudicandum veniet, qucE 
est sectaida introductio in hvnc mundum. " He 
speaketh (saith Ilibera, in his Commentary on 
Heb. i. 6) of the second coming of Christ, when 
he shall come to judge, which is his second bring- 
ing into this world." Prima (inquit Chrysoato- 
mus) introductus est Chrislus in orbem per xncar- 
naiionem paisibilis el mvrtalii; iterum vera, sive 
secundo, gloriosus et impassibilis diejudicii. Tunc 
enim Filivm quati iitaitgurabit, eumque mittet 
reipaa in poasestitmera totiua orbit terrarvm (ait 
Cornelius a Lapide). " Firstly (saith Chrysoa- 
tofa), CbriBt was brought into the world by his 
incarnation passible and mortal ; but again, or 
secondly, glorious and impassible at the day of 
judgment." " For then (eaith Cornelius a La- 
pide) he will, as it were, enthrone the Son, and 
send him in very deed into the possession of the 
whole earth." Yea, some that deny this reading 
and interpretation, do yet confess tjie words may 
be extended to that dignity and dominion which 
God shall give the Son over the whole world ; In 
that he hath made him heir of all things, and 
given him " the uttermoi^t parts of the earth for 
his possession," Psalm ii. 8. Anil the learned 
and godly Aunotators on the English Bible deny 
not but that the words may be understood of 
Christ's second coming as well as his first. 

See also Psalm xcvii. 1. Where it is to be 
noted, that though the psalm be without a title, 
not only in our English Bibles, but also in our 
Hebrew copies, yet the LXJt, interpreters either. 
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doubtleas, had tit en i 

was prefixed Co tlie psalm, or eUe had receive^ 



it by traditi 



ind knew that the psalm wm 
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1 therefore tl 
fixed this title : ^aXfios ry Aav'ii, Sn 4 yq c 
KaSiararo. Psalmut David, quando terra I 
rettitnta est. " A Psalm of David, when the f 
is restored." As if the whole psalm were i 
and fitted to that time. And truly, be that n 
seriously read and consider this psalm, will see 
think, that time pointed at, if not plainly dec 
phered and described. Thus the Psalmist b. 

gins: Dim D"B inott''' vt'n Vin -^bn mn 

" The Lord rei^neth, let the earth rejoice ; ' 
the multitude of isles be glad thereof.' Wh 
words seem clear for the reigning of Christ t 
his second coming ; for the Psalmist speaks ex- 
pressly in the following worda of those thinga 
that precede it, "A fire goes before him, and 
burns up all his enemies round about him,'' SiO^ 
with a clear and evident reference to the Anna- 
geddon battle, und tliat conflagration which at 
that time shall burn up and consume his enemin. 
Then (to omit all other passages), at the eighth . 
verse he speaks plainly of the calling of T 
Jews, or called at that time : " Zion heard, a 
was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoice 
because of thy judgments, O Lord." Agaiq 
ver. 9: " For thou. Lord, art high above all tb 
earth ; thou art exalted far above all gods." TU 
baib never yet been ; but shall then be, when In 
aball lake to himself his great power and raiglkl 
■ml all nations »ball serve and oliey him. Agaiq 
that a clear, ver. 6 : "All the people t^ \ ' 
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glory ;" and vcr. 7 ; " Worship him, all ye gods," 
Paul to the Hebrews, in the place before cited, 
puts this out of all doubt to be fulfilled in Christ's 
second coming, Heb. i, 6 ; " Worship him, all 
ye aogels :" D'nbM bD " all ye gods," is ren- 
dered by the LXX. iracrtc ^yyf\oi, " all ye 
augels," which rendering the apostle follows and 
approves. And thus Arnobius interprets and 
applies this whole psalm. 

So Isaiah, slis. 8: "I will give thee for a 
covenant of the people, to establish the earth, 
and to cause to iuberit the desolate heritages," 
namely, in a. spiritual manner, in the restoring 
the kingdom of Israel, or in the restitution of all 
things at Christ's second coming, — ver. 9; "That 
thou mayest say to the prisoners. Go forth ; and 
to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves," 
viz. in the resurrectioQ of the ju«t ; — and ver. 10 ; 
" They shall not hunger not thirst; neither shall 
the heat of the sun smite them : for he that hath 
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs 
of water shall he guide them," viz. after the de- 
struction of antichrist. All which did begin 
somewhat to be fulBiled in Christ's first coming; 
but because they far exceed that tneFui and low 
condition of Christ heie on earth, therefore they 
shall be perfectly and completely fulfilled in 
Christ's second coming; and that upon earth, 
after the final destruction of antichrist, at the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet, contemporary 
with which are the innumerable company of 
white-robed, palm-bearing trlumphers of all na- 
tions, kindred, and people. Concerning whom 
the very same words of the prophet are used. 




and that in the same sense, Itev. vii. 16, ITi' 
" They shall hunger du more, nor thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of them shall feed them, and lead them to lir _ 
Fountains of waters, and wipe away all tears froiq 
their eyes." 

See also Zecli. \x. 10: " And I will tut o 
chariot from Epiiraim, and the horse Ire 
salem, and the battle-bow shall be cut utt: 
he shall speak peace unto the heathen ! 
dominion shall be froni sea even to sea, antl fro 
the river even to the ends ol' the eailh." And' 
chap. siii. 2 : " And it shall come to pas« in that 
day, saith the Lord of hosts, that I will cut off 
the names of the idols out of the land, and they 
shall no more be remembered : and also I will 
cause the prophets and the unclean spirits lo puss 
out oF the land," And chap. xiv. 9 : " And tlic 
Lord shall be king over all the earth ! and in^ 
that day shall be one Lord, and his name one"- 
vix. in the day of the second coming of Cbrit 
1 only name these texts, as being so cirar n 
obvious that they need no explicatio 

AUoMatt. xix. 2S : " In the rt'goneratioD wM 
the Son of man shall sit upon the tlin 
glory, ye shall sit upon thrones judging (•• ■ 
governing) the twelve tribes of Israel.' Cal"*" 
understands thcjte words de rtnopoto tceUi 
mahi, of the renewed or restored state of tl 
nfaureh. And eo do others, of the new beavad 
und new earth, a{>okrn of 2 I'ct. iii. 13 : Anil tl 
world to comi'. Htth, ii. 5. Other*, of ihp n 
n-f-tion of the dead : which itilrrp retail on in ■ 
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proved by I'areus ; also allowed by the learnoil 
Atitiotaturs on the BiMc, whoi^e worda upoii tlif 
place are these: " He meanetli, that in the aliso- 
lute renovation in the resurrection they should 
Bit upon thrones," &c. They that follow tiiJa 
sense read the text thus, by an alteration of 
points : — " Ye 'which have followed me shall ia 
the regeneration (when the Son of man shall sit 
upon the throne of his glory) sit upon twelve 
thrones, judging," &c. The Syriac version very 
much favours this, both by reading so pointed, 
and also in the version of the words; for thus 
they turn it : Amen dtco vobis, quod voa qui ve- 
jiistis post me, }Lft* \yr\'^'> in seeulo twvo, 
quum sedebit Filim hmninis, Sec. " Verily, I say 
unto you, that ye who have come after me in the 
new age, when the Son of man shall sit," &c. 
Tlie Persian hath it, in wvo fnundo, " in the 
new world;" the Arabic, in generatione ventura, 
" in the generation to come;" the Ethiopic, in 
secunda generatione, "in the second generation." 
All these secretly hint (as Chryaustom well ob- 
serves) the reign of Christ with his people, when 
he comes out of his far country, to the ordering 
and management of his kingdom. See also Luke 
i. 32 : " The Lord shall give unto him the tlirone 
of his father David." These words, I confess, 
have been interpreted, by some, of Christ's spi- 
ritual reign in the hearts of his people, without a 
personal. But it seems to me, that a spiritual, 
without a personal, should not be here meant: 
for, 

1. David had no such reigji himself, norSuhj- 
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moD hU son, nor any uf his seed ; yet we read 
that Solomon his son did sit upon the throne of 
David his father, 1 Kings ii. 12, 24. And vhat 
man will say, that by " throne" is meant the spi- 
ritual reign of Solomon without a personal? And 
if it be not so meant when it is spoken of Si ' 
mon, why should any think it to be au me 
when it is spoken of Christ ? 

2. The spiritual reign of Christ belong 
him as he is God, but to sit On the throne of 
David belongs to him as man; as AcU i). 30: 
" Therefore David being a prophet, and know* 
ing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on bis 
throne," &c. The throne of David is one things 
and his spiritual reign another. 

3. When Christ is called the son of David, 
Matt. xxii. 42, no man will say that thereby 
meant the Son ofGod. No more ought any j 
to think, that when Christ is said to sit on 
throne uf David, that thereby is meant the 
ritual throne of God; for, doubtless, tliey 
two distinct things. 

4. Christ did reign spiritualty, and that in the 
heart of Mary herself, before this prophecy wu 
revealed to her: but Christ did not at that tint* 
sit on the throne of David, but the angel tol4 
her be should sit on the throne of David liei " 
after. And therefore thb spiritual reign u oi 
thing, and the throne of David another. 

5. The spiritual reign of Christ is in refereni 
to spirituals; but his sitting on the thi 
David is to onier it with judgment and justii 
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Isaiah ix. 7; "Of the increase of hia goveru- 
ment and peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon Lis kingdom, to order 
it, and to stablish it with judgment and with 
jufitice from henceforth, even for ever." So Jer. 
xxiii. 5 : " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I vill raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
aud a king shall reign and prosper, and shall 
executejudgment and justice in the earth." This 
seems to imply some other thing and matter. 

6. The throne of David is peculiar to Christ 
alone, and not common to all the three Persons ; 
but the spiritual reign of Christ in the hearts of 
men is common to all the three Persons, and not 
peculiar to Christ alone : therefore the throne of 
David is one thing, and the spiritual reign of 
Christ another. 

See also Matt. xi. 20, 21; "Then came to 
him the mother of Zebedee's children with her 
sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain 
thing of him:" viz. that her "two sons might 
sit, the one on his right hand, the other on his 
left, in his kingdom." Now, what is meant by 
this kingdom, but the reign of Christ on earth ? 
therefore they that be of this mind are of the 
same faith the apostles were of. But you will 
say, was Christ of the same faith too ? I answer, 
it will appear that he was, if we well weigh his 
answer to this request, ver. 23: "Jesus answered 
and said. To sit on my right hand and on my 
left, is not mine to give ; but it shall be given to 
thera for whom it is prepared." In which words 
we may observe what it is that Christ denies, 
and what it is that he grants them. Now that 
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which Clirbt denies is contained in the first 
wurds, " To sit on my right hand and i 
left, is not mine to give," i.e. " without my F« 
thpr's leave ;" or, " it is not mine to give to eveijl 
ooe tliat asks it," or "asked at that time;" oq^ 
" 1 have no commission from my Father to gin 
precedences in my kingdom to thoee that affeol. 
them." But what is it that he grants? That ifr 
contained in the next words: " But it shall I " 
giveu to them for whom it is prepared of n]_ 
Father." In which words our Lord Jesus Chrisb 
seems plaiuly to insinuate and hint thes 
things :— 

1. That such a kingdom as they speak of ii 
prepared of hb Father— namely, a kingdom o 
earth i such as our Saviour had promisetl in tb 
former chapter, in which " the twelve disciplei 
sliimlJ sit upon twelve thrones, judging,'' &i 
And Buch a kingdom they meant ; and their sni 
was for the first and second place in it. 

2. He grants that some shall sit on his rigl 
hand, and on his left, in his kingdom. 

3. That it is appointed of his Father who tUoi 
men shall be. These seem clear. 

See also Luke xix. 12: "A certain noU 
went into a far country to receive for him»elC) 
kingdom, and to return." Who is this noblem 
but Christ incarnate? And what is meant 
his going into a far country, but bis ascensi 
into heaven ? And wherefore is he gone thithM 
but to receive for himself a kingdom? Noi 
where is thin kingdom to be? not in heaven, to 
when he hath received It, he must return. An 
what la meant by kia return but his return I 
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the earth again, to the exercise, ordering, and 
government of his kingdom? For Job six. 25: 
" He shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth;" Zech. itiii. 4: " And his feet shall stand 
in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east ;" Jer. xxiii. 5 : 
" He shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth;" Rev. v. 10: 
" And we with him shall reign on the earth." 
I confess, what they may do to others I know 
not; but to me (for that little knowledge the 
Lord of his goodness bath been pleased to impart 
to a poor worm) methinks they are very clear 
Bod perspicuous. 

See also that test. Acts i. 7 : " Lord, wilt thou 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" viz. 
what was promised by the prophets. The Lord 
answers, " It is not for you to know the timea 
and seasons, which the Father hath put id hia 
own power." In which, I conceive, he plainly 
insinuates these three things:— 

1. That the kingdom promised is one day to 
be restored to Israel. 

2. That there is a time appointed for it by the 
Father; viz. "the time of the restitution of all 
things (Acts iii. 21), which God had spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began." All prophesied and spake of 
this. 

3. That the time when this shall be is known 
only to God, as proper to him, not to be com- 
municated to any creature. So also before in 
Luke's Gospel, chap, xxi., our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath taught uS| that the time of his second com- 

s 2 
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ing in glory is the time of the redemption 
Israel promised, or the promised kingdom, whi 
after the winter of the cross and aiUiction, shot 
come ; which he calls a certain summer (• 
and 31). 

Nextly, see Luke xxii. 29, 30: " Ye are they 
that have continued with me in my temptation ; 
and I appoint unto you a kingdom," &c. Novi 
where is this kingdom ? not in heaven ; thert; is 
no eating and drinking in heaven, no jud| ' 
the twelve tribes of Israel : therefore ' 
earth, in the time of Christ's second coming. 

Let us also take notice of that passage. Act* 
XV, 14: Simeon hath declared how God at firal 
did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a 
people for his name ; and ver. 1 5. To this agree 
the words of the prophets (which are spoken of 
the first calling of the GentiW before the restor- 
ing of the kingdom of Israel) ; a* it u writtm 
(viz. in Anios ix. 11, IS, c:ipecially, from whom 
alone we may judge of the meaning of the reat 
of the prophets), ver. 16: " After this [^vtz. after 
their first calling] 1 will return, and build agun 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down ; 
and I will build again the remains thereof, and 
will set it up." Where it is carct'nlly to bo 
marked, that the word posthac, afterwanl, ia not 
to be found in the prophet Amos; but M added 
here by the Spirit of God for declaration-sake, 
with manifest relation to that first callinf^, that 
WG might certainly know that this shauld cone 
to plus after the first calling of the GentileH, * 
the very return of the Lord Jesus Chri>t lu I 
kingdom, which is called the kingdom of Davl 
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Jer. xxiii. 5, Ezek. KXsvii. 14, 24, Hos. iii, 5 : see 
the words — I eet them not down, lest these sheets 
should swell. And that which follows, both in 
Amos and in this text, very much helps this 
exposition, viz. ver. 17: " That the residue of 
men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen- 
tiles upon whom my name is called :" viz. upon 
whom my name is called in the first calling of 
the Gentiles ; who, as I said before, were but few 
in comparison. But the second calling will be far 
more universal, when the devil shall be bound up 
from seducing the nations any more, as formerly 
he had Hone ; then shall the residue of men come 
in, and all the Gentiles, as the text saith, be con- 
verted to God, 

This is that kingdom, joined with the appear- 
ance of Christ, ready to judge the world, of which 
St. Paul to Timothy makes mention, 2 Tim. iv. 1 : 
" I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead 
at hia appearing and his kingdom." His appear- 
HDce is personal, for he appears to judge, and 
then doth this his kingdom tar ffux^f begin, 
and dures the time of his stay, which John tells 
us (Rev. x\. 4) is a thousand years; and then 
comes the second or general resurrection (which 
is another order in the resurrection), and the 
general andlastjudgment, when, according to this 
self-same apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 24 to 28: "Jesus 
Christ (the last enemy being destroyed) shfdl 
deliver up the kingdom to his Father, that he 
may be subject to him who subdued all things 
to himself, that God may be all in all." So far ' 
he then from being said to enter upon 
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kingdom, that then he delivers up the old. Thai. 
kingdom, therefore, which neither shall be bi 
the appearance of our Lord, nor after the l( 
judgment, is necessaril; to be included 
them. This is not nothing. 

See also those words, Heb. ii. 5 i ou yap dyyi 
Xoic iiTfraJe ril'' oi/tou/it'ct)*' r^v ficWovaar, jrtpJ 
\a\oufiir. " For unto the angels hath he i 
put in subjection the world to come, whereof ■ 
speak." O'iKovuivttv enim terra est, non txelnmA] 
For this word okou/itui, which we transtatK' 
world, is earth, not heaven. But, you will say, 
where did the apostle speak in bis preceding dis- 
course of this tiii.-oi//jEi'q, world lo come, that be 
should say, " whereof we speak ? " 1 answer, in 
ver. 6 of the preceding chapter : Srav hi roXif 

elaa-yayi) rir irpuiriiroicoi- fic rilf olxouftii'it'' ^"/th 

&c. f. e. " But when he shall bring again his 
only-begotten Son into the world, he Nttlh," &c 
For those things which, out of the book of the 
Psalms to the end of the chapter, are cited (c( 
cerning the worship of angels, of his sceptre 
righteousness, of the renewing of the world, and 
of the treading of his enemies under his feet), 
are all, if we credit the apostle, to he referred to 
the second coming of Christ. But that odmoni- 
tion which is contained in the four tirst venes of 
thin chapter is to be read u a parenthesis ; the 
which being ended, the apostle, in the fifth verse) 
returns again to his former proposition, and more 
largely handles the prerogative of human nMiire 
above the angels, which he had disputed, 
amongrit other things saith he, " unto the 
bath he not put in subjection the (oinw/iit^) 
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to come, whereof we speak ;"' which is to be, whyu 
God brings again his only-begotten Son into the 
(("'jtowfif'vijf) world. I haveherebut one word more 
to add (for I spake before of the strange transpo- 
sition of the words, chap. i. ver. 6), that daayny^, 
to bring in, hath a future signification, forso- 
much as it is the second aorist of the subjunctive 

Peter also (2 Pet. iii. 10) speaks (if I be not 
deceived) clearly to this : " Behold, the day of 
the Lord cometh." How ? " As a thief in the 
night," i.e. suddenly; yet shall not as a thief 
disappear the very same night. " In that day 
the heavens shall pass away with a noise, and the 
elements melt," &c., which shall not be done 
simul et semel, together and at once, as is ma- 
nifest ill the words dissolved, melt, burnt up, 
which require an order of time for their accom- 
plishment. But when that is done (ver. 13), we 
expect a " new heaven and a new earth, accord- 
ing to his promise (which is in Isaiah Isv. 17), 
wherein dwells righteousness." Mark it, I pray 
you, a new heaven and a new earth is expected 
in the second coming of the Messiah. But what 
is meant by heaven and earth in the pra|)hetiti 
style, when they lose their literal signification P 
Surely nothing else but the church and com- 
monwealth. And when it is said that we look 
for these new, it is in one word, raii^ o'tKovfiivt) 
ftiXXov/ra, a new irorld to come ; or in two, cnivol 
ovparol, new heavens, i. e. new churches ; and 
iraivi) yi;, a tww earth, i. e. a new commonwealth. 
All is new; all old church and commonwealth 
fashions pass away (Rev. sxi. 1), and there will 
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be new churches and new common wealths, where*] 
in dwell righteousnesa. And truly it must needa 
be B new world. Ecclesiastical and civil politiea 
must needs be new, when Satan, who did rutei 
is bound, and Christ, who was rejected, reigns; 
when ri);hteouBnesB dwells where sin did ragftj 
when all tears shall be wiped away, and then 
shall be nu more crying, sorrow, or pain. 

Lastly, the apoatlc John, not only in that SM 
chapter, oC which I liave already spoken, but alai 
elsewhere frequently in the Revelation, speak 
clearly of this glorious kingdom of Christ upcM 
earth. Of those many places I shall name i 
few. See, therefore, Uev. ii. 26 : " He that ovei 
Cometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, t 
him will I give power over the nations." Sure^ 
this refers not to heaven, but to this time o 
Christ's kingdom we are speaking of. So w 
have that which is as plain as words can mak 
it. Rev. V. 10: " We nhall reign on the earth.' 
What can be the meaning of this? is it not whi 
Christ promised. Matt. v. 5 : " Blessed are tJt 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth?" an 
what shall be fulfilled when the kingdom i 
given to the saints, and Christ shall reign. 3 
Rev. x\. 15: *' In the days of the seventh trun 
pet (which is a trumpet of consummation) llieg 
voices were heard : Now all the kingdoms of the 
world are become the kingdoms of the Lord and 
his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever." 
And ver. 17: "Thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and haat reigned," And that y" " 
may know that this reign and kingdom t» c 
cumscribed within the great day of judgment, h 
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tells you, ver. 18; " That this is the time of the 
dead, that they should be judged, and that," saith 
the text, " thou shouldest give reward unto thy 
servaots the prophets, and to the saints, and to 
them that fear thy name, small and great, and 
shouldest destroy them that destroy the earth :" 
also Rev. xix.6, speaking of the same time, the 
church breaks out in a song of joy, saying, 
" Hallelujah, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. The marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready." Also 
when John tells us (Rev. xx. 4), that the sainta 
" lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
years," we must ever reioember (which is the 
only thing I shall here add), that it is one thing 
for Christ to reign in his saints, and another for 
the saints to reign with Christ. The former was 
all the time of the beast ; the latter is not to be 
till the beast be destroyed, and Satan bound, and 
the Messiah come again. 
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proof. And first, I shall offer these foUowia 
reaaoTis of this iuterpretation, and why 1 c 
to believe this to be a truth, however by mu 
much decried : — 

1. Because all those places of Scripture ii 
old prophets, which foretel a certain, glor 
and happy estate of the church upoD earti 
should aaver be fulfilled here upon earth, 
there be a long tract of time appointed for t 
fulfilling of them, wherein antichrist being con- 
quered, and the devil chained up in the bottom- 
less pit, the saints might live safely, in theenjojr- 
ment of all spiritual and heavenly delights. Let 
us see, amongst many, two or three Scriptures 
for this. laaiali Ix. 1 1 to the end : " Therefore 
thy gates shall be open continually; they shall 
not be shut day nor night ; that men may bring 
unto thee the forces of th« Gentiles, and tlmt 
their kings may be brought. For the nation ami 
kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish ; 
yea, those nations shall be utterly cut off. The 
sons also of them that aiHicted thee shall come 
bending to thee ; and all they that despised thee 
shall bow down themselves at the soles of thy 
feet ; and they shall call thee, The city of tl>e 
LonI, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel I 
will nmkc thee an eternal excellency, a joy of 
many generations. Thou shalt also suck tbi ~ 
milk of the Gentiles, and elialt Huck the bretwt a 
kings; and thou shalt know that I the Lord i 
thy Saviour anil thy lledt-emtr, the mighty ( 
of Jacob. I will also make thy ofliccrs pei 
and thy (>xaelora righti-ousniiw. Violence sliM 
be heard in ihy land, wuNting nor i 
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BtructioD witbin thy bordere ; but thou sitalt call 
thy (valla SulvatioD, and thy gates Praise. The 
BUD shall be uo more thy light by day ; neither 
for brightiiesa shall the moon give light untn 
thee: but the Lord God ihall be unto thee an 
everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy 
sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shalt be 
thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourDing shall be ended. Thy people also shall 
be all righteous : they shall inherit the land for 
ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my 
hands, that 1 may be glorified. A little one shall 
become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation: I the Lord will hasten it in his time." 
Isaiah Ixv. 1 7 to the end : " For, behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth ; and the former 
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 
But be you glad and rejoice for ever in that 
which 1 create : for, behold, I create Jerusalem 
a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will 
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and 
the voice of weeping shall be no more heai'd in 
her, nor the voice of crying. There shall be no 
more thence an infant of days, nor an old man 
that hath not tilled his days : for as the days of 
a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect 
shall long enjoy the work of their hands. The 
wolf and the lamb shall teed together, and the 
lion shall eat straw like the bullock. They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, 
saith the Lord." Jer. jtxiii. 5: "Behold, the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto 
David a righteous Branch, and a king shall roign 
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and prosper, and shall execute judgment and 
justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely : and thia it 
his name whereby he shall be called. The Lord 
eur Righteousness." Jer. xxxii. 37 to the end, 
see the words; also Hosea lii. 5: " Af^rward 
shall the cliildren of Israel return, and seek the 
Lord their God, and David their king; and shall 
fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days." 
This is said of Israel after many days, and in '' 
tatter days. See also Ezek. xxxvii. II, 12, 
14, and ver. 20, and so on to the end : '• And 
sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thiniE 
hand before their eyes. And say unto them. 
Thus eaith the Lord God: Behold, I will take 
the children of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone, and I will gather them on 
every side, and bring them Into their own land ! 
and I will make tbem one nation in the land up- 
on the mountains of Israel ; and one king shall 
be king to tbem all : and they shall be no mw 
two nations, neither shall they be divided inl 
two kingdoms any more at all : neither shall ' 
defile themselves any more with idols, nor 
their detestable things. And David my servant 
shall be a king over them ; and they shall all 
have one shepherd : they shall also walk in my 
judgments, and observe my statutes and do them. 
And they shall dwell in the land that I have 
given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your fa- 
thers have dwelt ; and they shall dwell thi^reiDi 
even they,aDd their children, and their children'* 
children for ever; and my servant David shall 
be iheir prince for ever. 
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a covenant of peace with them ; it shall be an 
everlasting covenant witli them. My tabernacle 
also shall be with tbem, yea, I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. And the heathen 
shall kaow that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them 
for evermore." See also Mie. iv. 1 to end of \er. 7 ; 
Zech. xiv. 14 to the end; see the words. In 
which places, though there be not an expresE 
mention of a thousand years, yet as it is clear the 
things therein contained were never yet fulfilled, 
BO they require a long tract of time upon earth 
for the fulfilling of them ; especially when Isaiah 
minds us of a child an hundred years old, and 
of the days of a tree ; which words (saith Justin 
Martyr) do secretly hint the thousand years. 
Certainly it was reserved for John, who was the 
last of the prophets, and writ last, to make t\- 
press mention of the time, how long it should be, 
to wit, a thousand years, and give light to all the 
prophets. And I verily believe that he that will 
be (that I may give it you in their own words), as 
the Syrians phrase it, )l£ii ^A»C-^^ ^^-JaV/. 
i. e. discipulua in tabernacuta temporis, " a dis- 
ciple or scholar in the tabernacle of time," shall 
understand those prophets, and see clearly n 
teriea contained in them, better than c 

2. Because all the prophets do chiefly prophesy 
of the kingdom of the Messiah upon his second 
coming; as appears Acts iii. 21; "Whom the 
heavens [speaking of ChristJ must receive until 
the times of the restitution of all things, which 
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God hath §pokcn of by tho mouth at atl hii 
holy prophcti dince the world began." So Amoa 
1%. 11, with Acts XV, 15: " Unto this agree the 
words of the prophets ; aa it is written, After thia 
[vix. after their first conversion] I will return, 
and build again the tabernacle of David, which 
is fallen down," viz. in the second coming of the 
Messiah. So Isaiafa lix. 20: " And the Uedeemu 
shall come to Zion, and unto them that torn from 
tranagreesion in Jacob, saith the Lord, 
would have taken this tor a cogent proof of wl 
we have in hand, since this seems to fall lo 
short of those sublime expressions whirh ar 
be found in many other places, both of this 
almost all the rest of the prophets, if the aposti 
Paul had not so applkd it, Hom.si.25.26 
all Israel shall be saved, as it is written," and ao 
(juntes the words before cited ? So John telU im 
(speaking of the finishing of the mystery of (iod, 
and the seventh trumpet sounding, Re». K. 7)» 
" that all is as he hath declared to his servant ' 
the prophets." Verily, all those traiisceni 
expressions in the prophets, which hitherto 
too, too many have been very strangely refcri 
to Christ's first low and mean appearance in iiu 
humiliation, ought to be referred to, and never 
yet were nor shall be rullilled but at the time of 
his second coming in exaltation, and gloriously 
in Ills msyeiity lo relgii. And with the gloriOQp 
brightnma of this bis second coming shall tbe 
ryi-s of thr Jews be opened,* who hitherto had 
been so rlazzled that they scarce could vntei 

• Zncli. ili.l[): - kill] lhi7 •hull Wk upon 
Uiejr have piorcttl, uiit Uiiy ihitl moura for liini,' 
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into their thoughts his first low and obscure 
coming; yea, the prophets themselves, through 
the glory and majesty thereof, suffered a kind of 
ecBtacy or rapture, which occasioned, as it were, 
when they spake of Christ and of his coming, a 
leaping presently from the matters of his first to 
the things of his second coming, as is easy to 
observe in the reading of all their prophecies, 

3. Because, unless this be believed and held, 
mauy arguments will be taken from the Chris- 
tians, whereby they may convince the Jews of 
their obstinate infidelity, and bring them to con- 
version. For they have so drunk in these prin- 
ciples, and sucked the milk of them from all their 
teachers and prcdecessor8( viz. that the times of the 
Messiah will be times of righteousness, peace and 
blessedness, knowledge, and all joys, and that in 
great fulness ; and when the Scriptures also are 
so apposite for them, and many tests otherwise 
unanswerable), that without some competent sa- 
tisfaction herein, we have found by experience, 
and are like to find, they are not to be dealt 
withal, nor will ever think of coming over to us. 
A Jewish woman in London said lately to a 
friend, " That your Messiah," he speaking to her 
of Christ, " is not the true Messiah ; for when he 
Cometh, there will be great peace and love, the 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, ' none shall hurt 
or destroy in a.11 his holy mountain,' &c., whereas 
you Christians are divided, hate and devour, hurt 
and destroy one another." " I leave it," saith 
that reverend mystery-searcher, Mr. Mede, " to 
the judgment of learned men, and men well able 
to judge in such-like mysteries in divinity, whe- 
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titer tliLB be not thi? best and easiest way 
with the JewB — not towreat those plain prophe* 
cies touching things appertaining to this last and 
glorious coming of Chrint to his first coniingi!' 
for while we do so, the Jews laugh and spjjn 
ua, and are hardened in their infidelity." 
apostle Peter takes this course to convert 
Juws, Acts iii. 19: " Repent." saith he, "am 
conTerted, that your sins may be blottetl i 
when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord ; and he shall send Ji 
Christ, which was prearhed unto you : whom the 
heavens must receive until the times of the resti' 
tutiun of ail things, of which God hath spoken 
the mouth of all the holy prophets since the wo 

4. Because, unless this opinion of Christ'tf^ 
millennary kingttom, and reign with his saints 
thousand years, be granted and received, nothii 
of certainty can be brought concerning the ' 
and genuine sense of the 20th chapter of ue 
Revelation, and that in the 7tb of Daniel, and 
many other of the texts before named, wherein • 
man's conscience can safely rest; which, amongst 
some others, Pareua himself confesseth : who 
saith, the more he studied it, the less he found 
out whereby to untie the knot which had so tar- 
lureil all interpreters ; only this he saith he found, 
that it is mort! easy to tell what this thousand 
years are not, than what they are. And a little 
after he saith, " I do not, tlii-ri-fon^, herr proniiM 
you, that, aft«r all otiu-n. I shall so untie thi»^ 
knot of u thouianil ycam, us to satisfy nil 
this millennary reign of tbi- uiattyrs and smoI 
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with Christ." The reason is given by a learned 
writer : because he left the letter of the text, and 
did turn the whole discourse to an allegorical 
Benae, without any sufficient reason or necessity 
at all. It hath, doubtless, been the unhappy fate 
of many, by their learning, in their expositions, 
to make plain Scriptures dark, and difficult texts 
far more difficult than before. 

5> Because it seems altogether unreasonable 
to go about to interpret that whole place in the 
20tU chapter of the Itevelation figuratively, be- 
cause of one or two figurative expressions in it, 
which yet have an easy explication without any 
figure. In a plain sentence we may sometimes 
meet with one trope or other; but it doth not 
therefore neceasarily follow, that all and every 
word in the sentence must be so taken, nor is 
that reasonable. Propter unius verbi trariKla' 
lionem, turn totta locus Jigurate aecipiendus est, 
saith Austin. Neither, indeed, is this prophecy 
of a thousand years proposed under representa- 
tions and pictures, as many others are in the 
Apocalypse j but it is declared in as clear and 
elegant words as you can possibly imagine, be It 
by the Holy Ghost never so really meant. 

6. Because this interpretation of a, thousand 
years, after the Armageddon battle, and the de- 
struction of antichrist, in Christ's second coming, 
doth best agree with all those Scriptures which 
speak of this subject, which consider a long tract 
of time in it, as well as in his first coming, as was 
shewed before. Now, we are not to think, that 
because the Lori! Jesus Christ shall come as a 
thief, or like the lightning, thai therefore he shall 
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presently like a thief, or like the lightning, va- 
nish or disappear. Nor because his second com- 
ing is joined with the final resurrection and last 
judgment, properly and etrictlj so culled, there- 
fore they sball be done presently, together, and 
all at once ; but every thing shall be fulfilled in 
its own order and time. In a process of timCi 
sensibly and by degrees, will the Lord proceed 
in the restitution of alt things; after the same 
manner as his proceeding was in the creation of i 
all things, though be could have created alt, 
things in one and the same moment: God wiA'' 
never huddle his works on heaps. 

7> Because to interpret the first resurrection, 
of a spiritual resurrection from sin, is altogether 
new and unheard of, and unknown to all ortho- 
dox antiquity, and that almost till Austin's timei 
and was first of all found out by Tycaniu« the 
Donatist, of whom Austin borrowed it; whom 
afterwards Primasius followed, Gregory, and 
others. Yea, they that deny this interpretaliou 
deny that which was of old denied by the here- 
tics against the orthodox, as it doth plainly ap- 
pear from Justin Martyr in his Diataffut tetth 
Trypho t/ie Jew { which dialogue is set down M 
large by Mr. Mede, at the latter end of his Com- 
menlarg upon the Reeetation, whither I refer llw 
reader. But to clear the thing licyoud doubty 
consider, that though the death in sin may 
called a death, yet it is not. nor any where 
Scripture called tie death, either first or secoi 
If that death in «in be the death, then it 
first death, and the life of gmec the fimt 
rcolion ; and then all that have a part i 
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ehould be freed from the second death, which 
second death, bj this reckoning, must be the 
death of the body : bnt that we see is false, for 
the godly die the death of the body as well as 
the wicked. Therefore let us give way to the 
plain truth, which is in a word thus : — The first 
death is the death of the body, or a bodily death ; 
the second death is the death of the soul, or the 
soul's everlasting punishment in hell : and the 
first resurrection, or the first order in the resur- 
rection (for I speak not here of Christ and those 
that arose then), is the resurrection of the body, 
or a bodily resurrection of the saints; and they 
that have part in this are none but such as are 
holy, and by this tiieir being within the compass 
of the first order in the resurrection, or being 
raised in the first resurrection, they are beyond 
nil fear of condemnation in hell, which is the se- 
cond death. Therefore the text says, " Blessed 
and holy ia he that hath part in the first resur- 
rection, on such the second death hath no 
power:'" which resurrection, as we see, cannot 
be meant of tlie life of grace ; but must be meaut 
of that corporal resurrection which is opposed to 
a bodily death, or the death of the body, and not 
to the death in sin. 

8. Because, although Christ's economical or 
mediatory kingdom is but one in regard of its 
essential form, yet it is, indeed, twofold in re- 
spect of its accidental form. For Christ's king- 
dom, which is humble, low, and cometh not with 
observation, and is much accompanied with the 
cross, and persecuted, according to liis first com- 
ing, which was humble and low, to his very pas- 
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aion, b one thing; and his glorious kingdom \»M 
another, which cornea with obsenation, as light- f 
Ding shining upon the earth, and in great peacsl 
and security, according to the nature and coD-> j 
dition of hia second coming (Luke xvii. 20 tol 
the 26th). I 

9. It seems altogether absurd for us to thiQkfl 
that Christ should come in glory and majesty toJ 
the ordering and exercise of his kingdom (Aw'l 
kingdom kot f£t>x'}>'. 2 Tim. iv. I), and presently 
the very same day give over hia kingdom again 
(1 Cor. XV. 24, and bo on), delivering it up to the 
Father. The king of such a kingdom might not . 
unfitly be compared to Jonas his gourd, whick>J 
was a shade to his head, and protected him froA'a 
the heat, so that he very much rejoiced in itfl 
but that joy was but a short joy, for it sprung 
up in a day, and it withered in a day. What 
other tneu can, 1 know not, but I cannot think 
that the Lord Jesua Christ should descend froni 
heaven with all his saints, accompanied with glo- 
rious angels, enter upon his kingdom (car* iiox^v, 
OS I said before), order it with judgment and jus- 
tice, executing righteousness in the earth ; com- 
pose a glorious metropolis of those sinless, soi^ 
rowless, joyful, immortal saints, who descended 
and came with him from heaven ; and cauae the 
rest, who are godly in all the world (who are 
called the nations that are saved. Rev. xx'i. 24 1 
for then there will be a very great and unparal- 
lelabte conversion, but yet in another atatr,) to 
walk in the light thereof, and take their direc- 
tions thence; — will he thus make all things new, 
and cause things old to paas away? hod tb« 
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saints an eye to look through all those sad and 
sharp calamities of a thousand and six or seven 
hundred years' continuance unto this time, as 
they do? (Rev. v. 10) did all the prophets 
foresee and speak of these glorious times and 
things ? did the apostles make so many queries, 
and Christ so many promises, referring to this 
time and state ?^I say, shall all this be, and 
many things more that might be named ; and all 
but for a day, and then to end ? I can never, I 
freely confess, believe it. 

10. Because the church is rightly divided into 
militant and trium^thant: but this triumphant is 
one partial, another total ; one inchoate, another 
consummate. 7'he faithful now triumph in hea- 
ven in respect of their souls ; they shall also 
triumph in respect of their bodies ; this triumph 
is inchoate here upon earth, and conBummate in 
heaven. And so great is the affection and incli- 
nation of the blessed souls in heaven unto their 
bodies to which they were united, that they had 
ratlier be with them in some kind of conflict 
(though then there will be none), than without 
them in full and perfect triumph. 

11. Because they who interpret the precedent 
chapter (viz. Rev. six.}, of some begun deatruc- 
tioR of antichrist preceding Christ's second com- 
ing, but not of the full and final destruction of 
antichrist at Christ's second coming, do flatly 
contradict the plain texts of Scripture, Rev. xvi. 
14,15: Rev.svii.14; Rev. sia. 18, 20, 21 : and 
do directly oppose themselves to all orthodox an- 
tiquity, yea, to Hierom and Austin themselves, 
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lo whom they are wont every where to appt 
even in this very controversy itself. 

12. Because this interpretation of the reign a 
the martyrs, or of tlie snints (for 1 take them £ag _ 
one and the same), and of Christ upon earth, |i 
no more incitlent to some labyrinths and oXuroi 
than Bome other interpretations concerning the 
second and last resurrection and judgment: 
which opinion, notniths tan ding, is no whit to be^ 
rejected, because by Epicures and some philoi 
phers, and Stoics, and others, that hai 
been exploded as fabulous and false, ai 
many others derided, as loaden (especially, 
they think, who have not well digested and a' 
died it) with many absurdities. In so great '^ 
mystery it will be sutKcient to know the truth i* , 
the main, and the matter in general, and not 
curiously to Beareh into the tvason of every cir- 
cumstance and punctilio. The matter is grounded 
upon the undeniable sequel of the apocalyptic 
Drder.* and consent of other Scriptures, e^ ' 
ciolly prophetical, which do most wonderfiJI 
oonlirm the same. 
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It is known tu a proverb, that an« fool i 
object more than tt;n wise men can presentt 
answer; yet 1 freely profess, i find lhi« trutli ■ 
plain (siiUre, nan tit tnodo loquimur)t i 

• Sro Mvdo'i t'laeii AfBcnlj/ptiee, pnrt U. iTncfar. A 
6, 6, T, whsri' the lOuu yaa* ft* |ib(ml kftcr <he rain J 
tlw Imwt, ind proved to ^Uow U. 
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know not any thing that can be objected, which 
admits not of a very fair and plain solution. 
Those objections, therefore, which are usually 
urged, and may perchance be in the minds of 
some, I shall, with the reader's good leave, speak 
nest to with all brevity. 

Object. I. How can this principle hold good? 
for doth not Christ tell us that his " kingdom is 
not of this world?" (John xviii. 36.) To this 
objection I answer : 

1. That these words are to be understood of 
his first, and not of his second coming. 

'I. It is not of this world ratione originU, in 
respect of the original, but it is in the world in 
respect of place. " If my kingdom," eaith our 
Saviour, " were of this world [understaDd it, as 
he there speaks it, of that bis first coming3i then 
would uiy servants fight, tliat I should oot be 
delivered to the Jews : but now is my kingdom 
not from hence ;" i. e. of this world, as he said 
before. Note, also, the word tiow ; "now," or 
at this time, " my kingdom is not from hence," 
or, of this world. 

S. It is not of this world ratione coadUioiiis, in 
respect of its condition. Thus the disciples and 
Christ himself were not of this world. John viii. 
23 ; " Ye are [speaking of the carnal Jews] from 
beneath, I am from above ; ye are of this world, 
I am not of this world." John sv. 19: "If ye 
were of the world [Christ speaks it to his dis- 
ciples], the world would love his own ; but be- 
cause ye are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world, therefore the world bateth 
you." So John xvii. 1+: "The world hateth 
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them [viz. the disciples of Christ] becaote tbejr' 
are not of the worlil, even as 1 am not of the 
world." And they are not of the world quanHtm 
ad affectionem mundaitam, aa to worldly ail'ec- 
tioii ; but they are in the world quantum ad coT' 
poralem prteteiUiam, as to corporal presence. 
We say the like of Christ's kin[;dom, est lerre- 
num ratione loci, caleste ralione conditionu, it is 
earthly in respect of place, it is heavenly in re- 
spect of condition ; place and condition are t\ 
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4. It is not oflliit world, — so the words 
TOO K6afiov ToliTov, — that is, of the world that now 
is, but of the world that is to come. For the 
world that now is shall be changed, and in that 
respect shall cease to be, and another world shall 
be erected, or come in place, called in Scriptun 
" the world to come ;" and id that world to ooi 
shall that kingdom of Christ be (lleb. ii. 5, 
2 Pet. iii. 13; Rev. xxi. 1). 

O/gect. 2. But it is said (Job siv. IS), 
"man iietli down, and riseth not: till the beaveil|ii 
be no more, they shall not avoke, nor be dumA^ 
out of their sleep." If this be so, how can 
doctrine of the millennium hold good? 

Antwer I. This text is to be understood of 
ordinary course of God's providence ; man lii 
down, and riseth not, in the ordinary course 
God's providejtce, till the heavens be do more 
but if God will have Lazarus, tlie widow's sun 
and others, raised before by n power extmurdi- 
nary, thii text of Scripture doth nut contrat" 
or say against it. But this coaics not close 
purpose. 
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2. This text of Scripture is to be understood 
of a resurrection to tliis present life : as we may 
see it more plainly expressed, Job vii. 9, 10; 
" He that goelh down to the grave shall come 
up no more ft. e. to the enjoyment of this pre- 
sent life and possessions; for, he adds]; he shall 
return no more to his house, neither shall his 
place know him any more," He shall not return, 
as Lazarus did, to live again a natural life after 
his resurrection, and die again. But the resur- 
rection we epealc of in this place is to another 
life ; and they that have a part in it do not die 
again, as Lazarud did, nor do they live a natural 
or mortal life as he did, but are as the angels of 
God in heaven ; as Christ tells us. Matt. \xi\. SO. 

3. Till the heavens be uo more is as much (in 
other language) as, till the day of judgment; in 
which sense it is true, man lies down, and riseth 
not till the day of judgment. Now the first re- 
surrection is not till the day of Judgment, but at 
the beginning of it, or in the morning thereof ; 
and the second resurrection at the latter end of 
it, or in the evening of it, when the thousand years 
arefinished. Again; "tilltheheavensbenomore," 
t. e. till these heavens bo no more ; for we look for 
new heavens and a new earth (2 Pet. iii. 13). 

Object. 3. It will be disadvantageous to the 
saints in heaven to be fetched out of heaven, out 
of bliss, to be brought down to the earth into the 
world again. 

Ana. 1. If the souls in heaven were in perfect 
bliss, this were somewhat to the purpose : but 
though they be in heaven, yet they are not in 
perfect bliss, aa they shall be when tiic day of 
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judgment ahall be endei). And (to omit othei 
things) there is a twofold imperrectiun of tl 
blessed soulo now in heaven. 1. There 
imperfectiDn in respect of number; there wanl 
the full and complete number of Gmra eleoti 
Heb. xi. ulL, "that they without un should nut 
be made perfect." 2. There is imperfection ro- 
tione totiug cmapositi, i, e. in respect of the whole 
compoeition : the body, which is a part of thft 
whole man, is yet in corruption ; ergo, that whi' 
there is imperfection, viz. a part wanting. 

2. If, therefore, the bodies of the saints wi 
in heaven, as well as their souls, this were soi 
thing ; but though their souls be in heaven, 
their bodies (as 1 said before) are in a state 
corruption in the grave till the resurrection; 
can it be any disadvantage for them to come 
take Iheir bodies, or stay on earth till the g 
judgment be finished ? 

S. If the souls of the saints were to live agail»' 
in (heir mortal bodies, subject to calamities, u 
the body of Lazarus was, then this objection 
were something: but their bodies shall be sin- 
less, sorrowless, tearless, atxl immortal. The 
I think, cannot be any way disadvantageous 

♦. If Ihej- were to be on earth without Christ,^ 
this were something. But the text saith, " they 
live and reign vith Christ," and they shall not 
he absent from him one monieiit (Rev, xx. 4t6)> 
Vi-B, "we -hall [saith the apostle. 1 Thesfc iv. 17" 
he ever with tho Lord." Anil what disadvantai 
can it be to Iw with JesUM Christ? 

5. If happioeu were affixed to heaven, that 
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could be no where else, there were some strength 
hi this objection ; but Christ's trans figuration tells 
us, that huppine^s may be had with Christ on 
earth (Matt. xvii. 14). So we read, I Cor. ii. 9; 
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him ;" 
which is not meant of heaven only, but of thU 
heavenly time on earth also, to be within the 
thousand years. 

6. Lastly, if heaven itself, as it is a place, would 
make men happy, and earth, as a place, would 
make men miserable, then this were somewhat. 
But, alas, heaven as a place makes not any sou 
happy, but as God Is there, and manifests his 
glory there with coinfort to the soul. The earth 
makes not any man miserable merely aa a place, 
but because Satan is there, and sin is there, and 
wickeil men are there, as tares among wheat, and 
Christ is not there. But if Satan were bound, 
and cast into the bottomless pit, and if wicbed 
men be removed from among the Church, and 
Christ remove his court from heaven to earth, 
as in the thousand years he will, then the case 
will be altered, and earth will become a paradise, 
and as happy a place to the saints aa heaven ia 
now. These things being considered con;unctim, 
or together, what disadvantage will it be to the 
souls of the saints to live in their sinless, sorrow- 
less, joyful, immortal bodies, with the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

Object. *. The Scripture seems to tell us plainly, 
that all the dead, both good and bad, shall be 
raised in one hour, in the last day, in the same 
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moment, in the twinkling of an eye; there caoDol 
then, be a thougand years' distance between the " 
one and the other, for all the dead are ^aid to 
rise in one hour, John v. 28, 29: "The hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the graves Nhall 
hear his voice, and come forth: they that have 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and tbtif 
that hnve done evil to the resurrection of dai 
nation." John xi. 24 : " I know that he shall ri 
again in the resurrection at the last day;" w 
John vi. 40: "1 will raise him up at the last day"- 
So 1 Cor. XV. 52: " In a moment, in the twinbcl 
ling of an eye, at the last trump ; for the trurapot 
shall i^Dund, and ihe dead shall be raised," &c. 

Ans. 1. We are to put a difference between ■ 
hour in general and an hour in special. Nov 
what ia an hour in general but time in general ? 
tuid what is an hour in special but the twenty- 
fourth part of a natural day ? and when our Sa- 
viour saith, "the hour is coming," he doth not 
mean the last of these, but the first. The time 
is coming, in the compass whereof all that are in 
tite graves shall come forth, Ac. ; they that have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, in the mora-j 
ing of the day of judgment, or the beginning o 
the thousand years ; and they that havi 
evil, to the resurrection of damnation, 
evening of the day of judgment, when the thou- 
sand years are ended. That an hour id tlius taken 
for time in general, appears, Hev. xi. 13: "Th« 
tuime hour was a great earthijuake [■'. e. a king- 
dom-(|uake, a nalion-tiuake}, and the tenth p 
of Ihe city feJl :" which no man will umtvn 
of the same twenty-fourth part of the t 
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ilividiial day, but of time in this general accepta- 

2, We are to put a difference between the last 
day ID general, and the last day in special. Now 
what is the last day in general but the great day 
of judgment ; at the dawning of which the thou- 
sand years we speak of shall begin, and then the 
godly shall rise : in the evening of which day the 
thousand years shall end, and the wicked one shall 
rise, and not before. But if we speak of the last 
day in special, it may have another day, or an- 
other year, to follow after it, according as the day 
or year ia that we speak of. As, suppose we speak 
of the last day of thb world ; it hath a day, and a 
year, and another world to succeed it, — Matt. xii. 
32, "theworid to come," Eph. i.21; Heb. ii. 5, — 
aa the old world, of which St. Peter speaks, had, 
2 Peter ii. 5, with 2 Pyter iii. 6. But if we 
speak of the last day of the nest world, it is the 
ultimate day of all, or the last day under the Bun, 
and hath no day to succeed it but eternity. And 
here we are to take notice, the thousand years we 
speak of are in the world to come. And in the 
last day of this world shall be the resurrection of 
the just ; and in the last day of the next world 
shall be the resurrection of the wicked. And 
further, we are to know, that in those two places 
of John (viz. John xi, 24 and vi. 4), where the 
last day is spoken of, there is mention only of the 
resurreclion of the just, no mention at all of the 
resurrection of the wicked ; and therefore it may 
be supposed that they are left out, because they 
shall not be raised up at that time, but be stayed 
till afterwards. 
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S. We are to put a difference between one 
luoment and another ; and vre eay the moment in 
which the just shall be changed is the beginning 
of the thousand years ; and the moment in which 
the wicked shall be raised is the end of the thou- 
sand years. Furthermore, by the word "moment" 
and " twinkling of an eye," is meant the sudden- 
neBS of the change, and not the time when it shall 
be. "And we also," — the apostle speaks not of the 
wicked, but of the just only; and why should thc^ 
be left out, if that were their lime of raising or' 
changing? But we see by other Scriptures tbftft 
they shall have another time. • 

Objeel. 5. The saints shall be caught up fron 
the earth " to meet the Lord in the air" (1 TheMr 
iv. 16). How, then, can they reign with Christ ott 
the earth ? 

Afis. This will prove no impediment al tHO^ 
these things being well considered: - 

1. When Christ ascended up to heaven, it M 
not to be doubted but the angeb met him by ttw 
way. What man will say they did not return tO , 
heaven with him ? 

2. It is the custom when tlie judges ride tiM' 
circuit, whither they intend to come, the aberitt 
and justices ride to meet them, and to acooin--< 
pany the judges to the place of judicature. And 
no other is the case here. When Christ is coming 
to the earth, the saints shall be caught up "to 
meet him in the nir;" when they have no done, 
they return back, and go with him to the t^rth, 
from whence they came. 

3. It is not said, that Christ shall come fr 
heaven to mcvt the saiuts; such a siiecch wouli: 
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imply, that tbey are about to go to heaven with 
Christ, and that Christ came to meet them in the 
way, and to bring them thither. But the test 
saith, the saints shall be caught up " to meet the 
Lord in the air." This speech doth imply, that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is coming from heaven to 
earth, and the saints meet him by the way, and 
return with him to the earth, wheuce they came 
and he is going. 

4. La.nly, unless the aainta did meet him in 
the air, and return with him to the earth, Christ 
should not stand at the latter day upon the earth, 
as Job saith he shall. Job six. 25 : bv ITIRMI 
dTi "155 el novUmao sitper pulverem staturum, 
i. e, (I know that) at, or in the lai^t, he shall stand 
on the dust; — that is, at the last day he shall 
stand on the dust of the earth; which are the most 
certain and literal evpressions the Hebrews huve 
for that purpose. Neither else could Christ come 
with all his saints, as the Scripture saith he shall, 
Zech. xiT. 5 : " And the Lord my God shall come, 
and [_-yaV □'"K7"fp bD omneg sancti tecurn\ all 
his saints with thee ;" or (which is all one), he 
shall come with thee and all the saints. So 
1 Thess. iii. 13: "At the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all his saints." So 1 Thess. ir. 
14: "Those which sleep in Jesus Christ will 
God bring with him." And whither will God 
bring them with him but to the earth, whence 
they were caught to meet him ? 

Objeet 6. Of what f|uality the first death is, 
of that quality the first resurrection is. But the 
first death was a spiritual death, or death uf the 



1 



82 

soul ID sin ; and from hence followed the seooi 
death, which is the death of the body. 

Ant. I. If the first death be a spiritual death, 
what shall we call the death of the body ? shall 
we call it the second death, as this objection dotli, 
and as in order it follows that which is hen 
a death ; or shall it be called a third death 
second death it cannot be, for that is of the mi 
and body in hell, and every of the saints esca^ 
thaL Rev. xx. 6: "On such the second deal 
hath no power." But the saints escape not 
death of the body. The third death it cannot 
for we read in Scripture of no such death. 
Tcmaineth, then, that the death of the body is 
trat death, is the death of the body, as well as 
death in hell the second. 

% We must distinguish between death pro- 
perly taken and improperly taken. The first 
death properly taken is the death of the body, 
and the first resurrection properly taken 
resurrection of the body. Now John speaka 
death properly taken, and not of the other ; 
of the resurrection properly taken, and not of ' 
other; as appears by this, that this resurrectioff 
is such to the godly first as it is to the wicked 
afterward, which is a proper resurrection. 

9. We are to distinguish between death visiUe 
and invisible. The first death visible is the AemA 
of the body, and the first visible rexurrMlioii M 
the resurrection of the body. Now the apoadt' 
John speaks of death visible, and of a resurreeC 
visible, and not invisible ; and therefore he ' 
in a vision visibly represented to him. 
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Object. 7. To do a thing with Christ doth not 
imply hiK personal presence with us, but in Scrip- 
ture-phrase we may be said to do a thing with 
Christ, which we either do for Christ or by his 
assistance ; or do a thing that Christ did before 
us, though himself be not personally preseut with 
us. Aa Rom. viii. 17: "if we suffer," doth not 
imply that no maa can suffer but he must have 
Christ personally preseut with him on the earth 
to suffer with him. No; that cannot be the 
meaning : but we suffer with Christ, though we 
be ou the earth and be in heaven ; because we 
suffer for him and by bis assistance, and suffer 
the same things he suffered before us. So this 
phrase of reigning with Christ, doth not imply 
Christ's personal abode with us, but only the 
doing of a thing, or enjoyment of a thing, for 
ChriEt'B sake ; or the doing of that which he now 
doth, though in another place, or the doing of 
that which he did before us. 

Arts. For a man to do a thing with Christ be- 
fore death doth not imply Christ's personal pre- 
sence vt^th him in the doing of it ; but for a man 
to do a tiling with Christ after death doth imply 
Christ is personally present with him at the doing 
of it, as that very text quoted in the objection 
doth sufficiently declare, viz. Rom. viii. 17 : " If 
we suffer with him, we shall be glorified with 
him." The former clause, "if we suffer with 
him," is spoken of a man before death, and doth 
not imply that a man is personally present with 
him when he suffers. But the latter clause, " we 
shall be glorified with him," is meant of a man 
after death, and doth imply that a man is per< 
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BODally present with him when he is glorifled] 
together with him. So, likewise, for a man 
live with Christ before death doth not imply t 
personal presence of Christ; the reason iSi t , _ 
cause before death we are absent from the Lord 
(2 Cor. V. 6). But for the sainta to live and reign 
with Christ after death, yea, after the resurrection 
of their bodies, this doth imply Christ is personally 
present with tbem where they so reign; and th!e- 
reasoD is, because after death they are e 
the Irijrd, and never absent from him. 
Scripture testifies, John siv. 3: "That wheral 
am, there ye may be also." John xvii. 24 : " Fh 
ther, I will that they also, whom thou hast giv< 
me, be with me where I am, that they may behid 
my glory which thou hast given me." Phil, i^ 
23 ! "I desire to depart, and to be with Christ.'* 
1 Theas. Iv. 17 : " And so shall we ever b« with 
Die Lord." 2 Tim. ii. 1'2 : " We shall aJso reign 
with him." Therefore, seeing the saints are awd 
to live and reign with Christ, and are not saJid 
militant, or the saints before death, but sail ' 
triumphant, or saints after death, as hath appear 
before, it follows that Christ is personally pre 
with them so livinj^ and reigning. 

Obfeel. 8. This opinion dispeoples 
all tlie ancient glorious inhabitants thereof, aM 
that for no less than a thousand years together 

Atig. I. Are not thi- angels the inhabitants of 
heaven in the time of the thousand years? aoiJ 
yet thoy shall be on the earth suiue time too* 
John i. 6'i ; " Verily 1 say unto you, hereaf 
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of C 
a«cendii)g and defcending upon the Son of Mat 
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Wliich words have a apecial reference unto the 
time of the thousand years, when Christ shall be 
on the earth. 

2. How many souls were in heaven before 
Abel came thither? So many shall there be 
when the thousand years begin, aotl while they 
are. And how many shall be left in heaven when 
the day of Judgment shall begin and be? So 
mauy shall be there when the thousand years shall 
begin and be, and no more; for they are one and 
the same. 

Object. 9. This opinion implies a threefold com- 
ing of Christ. The first, when he came to take 
flesh ; the second, when he comes to take, receive, 
and enter upon his kingdom ; the third, when lie 
shall come to judge, to conclude, and end the 

Am. Tliia opinion owns but two comings of 
Christ; and as the Scripture, so this opinion 
knows no more. The first at his incarnation; 
the second at this great day of judgment ; the 
third I know not, for the thousand years are 
durante el currente diejuiiicii, the day of judg- 
ment continuing and running on. His first com- 
ing is but one, and takes into it all the time of his 
stay upon earth. And his second coming is but 
one, and takes in all the time of hia staying and 
reigning with them; and he ascends not till he 
hath conquered all his and his people's enemies, 
Gog and Magog, devil, death, and all ; and so 
when all is done, and death and hell cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, he endeth the world, 
and himself and saints ascend to heaven, and he 
delivers up the kingdom to the Father, and so 
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from tbeDceforth God will be all in 
(1 Cor. sv. 23 to 27). 

Oiiject, 10. The saints Id heaven are in perfect 
bliss ; but if they live upon the earth again, thef 
must then be subject to calamities again. ' 

Ans. 1. What calamity did the angels 
vheti they descended to the earth to coi 
with Abraham and Lot? (Gen. xviii.) 
pose not any. 

2. What calamity safiered Moses and £1 
when they appeared with Christ o 
(Matt xvii.), and talked with Jesu^ 
bo his sufferings ? 

S. What calamity suffered Christ when be al 
on the earth forty days? 

i. What calamity suiFer the souls 
without their bodies? Such calamities shall they 
BuSer on earth in their bodies, and iiOn« Other. 

5. Lastly, what makes heaven a hap|iy place, 
but because the throne of Christ is there ? Now 
let Christ withdraw his thruue from thence unto 
the earth, as we say he will all the time of the 
thousand years, and earth shall become heaven. 

<M^eet. 11. But is not the earth in Scripture 
said to be a place of tribulation here in this 
world P See John xvi. 33: ir r^ noafif SXi^ir 
'X^'> " '" ^^^ world ye shall have tribulation." 
So Acts xiv. 22 : " And that we must thro * 
mnch tribulation enter into the kingdom of G< 
How, then, can the world become so happy 
place ? 

Ant. I. Th? earth is the place of tribulatkta 
to the saints in the world uutil the day of judg- 
ment g but that ll)e saints ahull have tribulation 
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in and during the day of judgment, I never read 
it in Scripture, but the contrary. 2 Theas. i. 6, 7 ; 
" It is a righteous thing with God to recompense 
tribulation lo tliem that trouble you, and to you 
who are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaveu," &c. Rest 
with US, rest from sufferings and tribulations. 

S. Both those texts before named are to be 
understood of the condition of the saints here 
upon earth before death ; but that the saints 
should have tribulation after the resurreelion of 
their bodies, though they be on earth, is neither 
the meaning of those texts, nor can the world 
bring any such thing to pass. 

S. Both those forecited texts are to be under- 
stood with in termination. Now God will have 
the thousand years to be a time of perfect and 
complete intermination to the New Jerusalem, or 
camp of tlie saints ; for the tabernacle of God 
shall be with them, " and God shall wipe away 
all teara from their eyes, and there shall be 
[|among them] no more death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain," 
Rev. xxi. 3, 4. It will also be a time of far more 
perfect and complete intermination to the other 
saints, who are in a state of mortality, and are 
called (Rev. xxi. 24) the nations that are saved, 
and walk in the light of it, than ever the sun saw, 
or the people of God enjoyed before. Now that 
those texts are to be (as I said) understood with 
intermination, is manifest by that rest which some- 
time the church had. As Acta is. 31 : "Then 
had the churches vest throughout all Judea, and 
Galilee, and Samaria," &c. So also in Solomon's 
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time ( I Kings iv, 25), whose peaceful time v 
type of the [leace, rest, and quiet we are speaking " 
of, we see what an abundance of quiet they en- 
joyed; for the text ijaith, "Judah and Israel dwelt 
safely, every man under bis vine and under his _ 
fig-tree, from Dan even to Beerslicba, all the da.ft 
of Solomon." If such were the peace of Soloi 
nion, who was but a type, what i 
peace of the church under the antitype, who la 4 
King, as of righteousness, ao of peace ; 
said of Melchizedec, another type ? 

4. Tribulation is not essential to the earth, t 
accidental only ; and if Chrbt be pleased to n 
that a place of happiness to the saints, which I 
now a place of misery, let no man's eye be evtib 
cause Christ's is good. 

5. What is meant by the earth in this questio 
Not the cartt unreformed and unrenewed, but 
reformed and renewed, as it shall be at the day 
of Judgment. The former is a place of misery — 
procured by the first Adam ; the ^cond is a ' ~ 
of happiness, for that time, procured by the w 
Adam, Jesus ChrisL 

Object 12. The reign of the saints is everiM 
ing in heaven; therefore it Is not temporary up( 
the earth, as this opinion implies (MatL v '" 
Tim. iv. IS). 

Am. The reign of the saints is in both placea,~ 
though not at one and the same time, bat at dis- 
tinct and diverse times, succeeding one another. 

1. If we speak of the time before the day of 
Judgment, the souls of the satnta departed I "^ 
in heaven ; and they live with Christ i ' " 
tiiough (as 1 have before proved) not in 
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bliss; and they shall there continue till the day 
of Judgment, at the beginning whereof the thou- 
sand years begin, and not before. 

2. If we speak of the time during the day of 
judgment, we nay that the souls of the saints shall 
remove from heaven, as Christ himself shall, and. 
be united to their bodies, and shall remain with 
Christ on earth till the great day of judgment be 
ended, which ends not till the thousand years be 
also ended. 

S. If we speak of the time af^er the day of 
judgment is ended, we say that the saints shall 
remove from earth to heaven, where they shall 
remain for ever with Christ. Thus we see the 
reign of the saints is at several times in both 
places. 

Object. 13. We read, Esod. xxxiv. SO: "That 
when Aaron and all tlie children of Israel aav 
Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and 
they were afraid to come nigh him." Even so, 
if the saints should live again on the earth, with 
and in their glorified bodies, we should do and 
be the like, viz. afraid to come near them. And 
BO there could be no communion between their 
glorified bodies and ours. 

Atu. 1. Were not the bodies that the angels 
had glorious bodies ? Yet Abraham and Lot 
were not afraid to come nigh them. Gen. xviii. 
2 : "He ran to meet them." So Gen. lix. 2. 

2. Were not the bodies of Moses and Elias 
glorified bodies when they appeared to Christ on 
the mount? And yet the disciples could endure 
their presence (Matt. svii. 4). 

3. Was not Christ's body glorified after his 
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resurrection? yet his disciples could conversa' 
witli him, and he with them, as tlie evar " " 
declare. Matt sxviii. ; Mark xvi. ; Luke 
John XX. xxi. : all testifying the frequent appe,ar-' 
ing of Christ to his disciples. 

4. As Mosea put a veil over his face nhili 
was talking with them, so that his face did 
offend them, so the saints can hide their glory (i 
Christ did bis resurrection*), so as that it 
not be otfensive to the godly mortal saints 
they can again manifest their glory at their pit 
sure, so as it shall be a terror to the wicked. C 
we think that such a little silly creature as thd 
Xafinvpii:, niudula, or glow-worm, shall at her 
pleasure withdraw, or cause her pretty spark in 
the dark to glister; and shall not those raised 
glorious saints much more at their pleasure 
draw, or cause their glory to appear, is an 
pion for either shall require. 

Olgect. 14. This opinion doth imply that in thi 
visible monarchy Christ shall change all woridlj 
customs, and pull down all kingly power 
greatness (how just soever), and set up a 
way of government, so as that there shall be 
other lords but as it is written, Isaiah iL 1 ] and 
ver. 17: "And the loftiness of man shall be 
bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall 
lie made low. and the Lord alone shall be exalted 
in that day." 

Am. 1. I hope this is not the cause why great 
ones are so loath to hear of this opinion ; for lb« 
I'liunsel of God shall stand, and every jot 
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tiltle of his word be fulfilled, whether we believe 
it, and they receive it, yea or no. 

2. We read, 1 John v. 19, "that the whole 
world lieth in wickedness ;" and if Christ should 
change the customs of this wicked world, and set 
up better in their room and place, why should 
any godly man be against that p It is enough 
for the wicked of the world (Luke sis. 14) to 
say, '■ We wilt not have this man to reign over 

3. And if Christ shall take the kiugdoms of the 
world into his own hands, he doth no man wi'ong 
herein ; for God hath made him " heir of ail 
things " (Heb. i. 2) ; and he is "King of kings " 
(Rev. xis. 10). Therefore all kings and princes of 
the world must be content to resign their crowns 
and sceptres into his hand, and lay them down 
at his feet, when he eitlU for them, as the fuur 
and twenty elders did (Rev. iv. 10). 

4. Whereas it is said Christ shall put down all 
kingly power and greatness, it is false, if they 
mean to exclude the saints thereby ; for the saints 
shall live and reign with him, and they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ ; and shall reign a 
thousand years, not in co-ordination with him, 
but in subordination to him, as the test implies. 

Object. \5. This opinion doth not only imply 
the conversion (which some divines have granted 
and believed), but (which others have doubted) 
the total reduction of the twelve tribes of Israel 
and Judah into their own land again. 

Ans. Upon what gi-ounds this can rationally 
be doubted, I confess I see not; for the Scripture 
seems to me very plain, not only for their return 
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or reduction in the general, that it shall l>e so^ j 
but also tells us many particulars about it 

1. I say, the Scripture tells us plainly ir 
general that it shall be ho, that they shall be ] 
broufiht into their own land again. For this see 
these Scriptures: — Isaiah xxxiii.20: "Look upon 
Zion, the city of our solemnities : thine eyes shall 
see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle 
that Hhall not be taken down, not one of the 
stakes thereof shall ever be removed, nmther 
shall any of the cords thereof be broken ;'' ver. 
17 : " Thine eyes shall see the King [viz. Christ;} 
in his beauty : they shall behold the land that is 
very far off;" ver. ult : "And the inhabitanta 
shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell 
therein shail be forgiven their iniquity." Jer. 
xxsi. 27. 28: " Behold the days come, saitli the 
Lord, that I will sov the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah with the seed of man, and with 
the seed of beast. And it shall come to pass, 
that like as I have watched over them, to pluck 
up, and to break down, and to throw down, and 
to destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over 
them, to build, and to pliuit, saith the Lord. 
And I will make a new covenant with the honae 
of Israel and with the bouse of Judah,'* &G. Read 
(I pray you) the rest, and consider these expre*- 
flions well. I will thank any man to tell me, and 
prove it, when every jot and tittle of tbes« and 
such-like texts were, since those propliecirs, ful- 
filled : if they have not, I am sure they shall, for 
Christ, the truth, hath told me m. Matt. v. t8i J 
"Verily I say unto you, Till hea 
paMi one jot, or one tittle, shall in uo wis« p 




from the law, till all be fulfilled." But to go on ; 
aee Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12: "Then he said unto 
me. Son of man, theae bones are the tvhole house 
of Israel i behold they say, Our bones are dried, 
and our hope is lost ; we are cut off for our 
parts. Therefore prophesy, and say unto them, 
Thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, O my people, 
I will open yonr graves, and cause you to come 
up out of your graves, and bring you into tho 
land of Israel. Moreover, take thee one stick, 
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the child- 
ren of Israel his companions '. then take another 
stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of 
Ephraim, and for the house of Israel hU com- 
panions; and join them one to another into one 
stick, and they shall become one in thine hand." 
And ver. 20 : " And the sticks whereon thou 
writest shall be in thine band before their e^es^ 
And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God ; 
Behold, I will take the children of Israel from 
among the heathen, whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them 
into their own land : and I will make them one 
nation in the land, upon the mountains of Israel ; 
and one king shall be king to them all : and they 
shall be nu more two nations, neither shall they 
be divided into two kingdoms any more at all. 
And David my servant shall be king over them ; 
and they all shall have one shepherd ; and they 
shall dwell in the land that I have given unto 
Jacob my servant, wherein your fathers have 
dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they 
and their children, and their children's children 
for ever : and my servant David [f- e, Christ] 



shall be their prince for ever." Hosca iii. 4^ 5 
" The children of Israel shall abide many days 
without a kiDg, and without a prince, and without 
a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without a teraphim : afterward shall 
the children of Israel return, aud seek the Lord 
their God, and David their king, and shall fear 
the Lord and his goodness in the latter days.** 
Amos ix. II, 14, 15- See also Isaiah xt., tht 
whole chapter; so Hoaea i. ult.; Zech. xii., and 
many other places, which for brevity's sake I for*' 
bear to recite. 

2. As the Scripture proves thdr reduction inta 
their own land again, so it tells us many particu- 
lars about the manner of their conversion an<t*1 
reduction ; as for instance: 

1. That this conversion and reduction shall be 
in the height of their misery, when the greateft 
mbery and affliction shall be upon them that ever 
was since their dispersion, Dan. xii. I : "At that 
time shall Michael [i. e. Christ] stand up, th« 
great prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people ; and there shall be a time of troublij: 
such as never was since there was a nation, 
to that same time; and at that time thy pf>opl«> 
shall be delivered, when they shall be dry boneih, 
and all hope shall be past with them, so that they- 
shall say. Our bones are dry, our hope is lost ; w#] 
are cut off for our jwrts : tlien those dry bonetf" 
•hall live, then Giid will open their graves, and 
brJDgthemout of their graves," &G. Ezek. xxxviL 
II, 13. God's time of love, above all other 
times, is, when men lie wallowing in ihetr blood ; 
when their hopes are at the lowest, then U their 
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deliverance nearest. In the mount will God ap- 
pear when none is shut up or left, then will his 
own arm bring salvation, and be their deliverance ; 
so that when he shall turn again the captivity of 
Zion, it will appear to them as a dream (Psalm 
csxvi. 1), their deliverance being come when 
almost all hope was gone. 

2. That in this conversion and reduction, they 
shall return unto Christ, and then embrace him 
whom they formerly crucified and rejected, say- 
ing, "We will not have this man rule over us;" 
and ■' his blood be upon us and upon our child- 
ren." But when this time shall time, Israel and 
Judah shall be gathered together (Hos, i. 11), 
which yet hath never been since their rejection, 
" and they shall appoint themselves one head." 
This head can be none other but Christ, whom 
they shall, by their own election in that day, ap- 
point to be their head or king. It is true, he was 
appointed by the Father in his eternal decree, 
and in the covenant between the Father and the 
Son before the world was, as appears Prov. viii. 
22, 23, and Ps. ii. 6.» But now their hearts shall 
be turned about, and they that rejected the cove- 
nant of God against themselves, and would not 
have him to be their head whom the Lord had 
appointed, now they shall choose the same and 
consent to him ; they shall appoint to themselves 
one bead, and elect for themselves the same head. 
Hos. iii. 5: "They shall return and seek the Lord, 
and David their king; i. e. they shall come to 
seek God and Christ their king, in this latter day 
of their conversion and reduction. They ahall 
sppoinC 
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then "look on hiu 
mourn," and turn 

3. The Scripture tells us, that at their conver- 
sion and ri'duction there shall be wrought in then 
a very great and real humiliation. Jcr. xxsi. 
18, 19: "I have heard Ephraim [mark it, not 
Judah] bemoaning himself," &c. " Surely after 
that was turned I repented ; I was ashamed, yea, 
even confounded, because I did bear the reproach 
of my youth," Hos-xiv. 8: " Ephraim shall 
What have I to do any more with idols?" Z 
xii. 10: " They shall look on him whom they haw 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, and he in 
bitterness," &c. Jer. xxxi. 8, 9 : " Heboid, I will 
bring them from the north country, and gather 
them from the coasta of the earth : they shall oome 
with weeping, and with supplications will I lead 
them to Zion " they iihftll conie, but they shall 
come with weeping and supplications, &c Bui 
is not this spoken of their return from Babylon ? 
How can it ? Did they come out of captiviti 
weeping, and looking on him whom tliey hi 
pierced, when as then they had not pii'rccd him 
It cannot be meant immediately and ultimately 
of that return, though there are different degrees 
of the accomplishment of prophecies. But if we 
look a little back to ver. I, we shall find another 
argument. " At the same time, saith the Lort^ 
I will be a God to all the families of Israel, 
they shall be my people." The ten tribes, or at 
phrase is, "all the families of Israel," did ni 
yet return out of tlieir captivity unto this daji 
There were indeed two tribes who returned Fri 
Babylon ; but we no where ever read of the 
turning of the ten tribes: but wc read that 
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shall return. And as they went into captivity 
with weeping, so with weepiDg they shall return, 
4. The Scripture seems to speak of their cdQ' 
version and reduction, as if it should be in an 
extraordinary way ; not by the preaching of the 
Gospel, as the Gentile churches were brought in 
unto the Lord, but by light, and by a visible 
appearance of the Lord Jesus to them. I will 
not be positive in it, but set before the reader 
some Scriptures that seem to speak so much. 
Zech. sii. 10 : " And they shall look upon nie* 
whom they hare pierced, and mourn," &c. This 
seems to be a real ocular looking upon, and be- 
holding Christ ; for so much is contained in tiie 
verb here used, and not barely a spiritual looking 
upon him by the eye of faith, such as the Holy 
Ghost (John vi. 40) calls a seeing of the Son of 
maD) and believing, &c., but a bodily visigii] and 
a seeing him with bodily eyes. So Dan. vit, 13: 
" And I saw in the night-visions, and behold one 
like the Sou of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the ancient of days ; and 
they brought him near before him : and he came 
[as we may see in the following words] to receive 
and enter upon his kingdom." But what king- 
dom ? Sure his Davidical kingdom, now to sit 
upon the throne of his father David. When Christ 
receives and enters upon this kingdom, it is not 
like to his entrance upon his spiritual and pro- 
vidcntial kingdom ; that was done in a more 
spiritual manner by his session at God's right 
hand (Psalm ex. 1). But upon the adminiatra- 

• 'in will atpicieni ad ni« .- Hgnificat pirtem anteriorein 
a capile UBijUe nd ventran inclinara sd iiitucndum (Jitjuiii. 
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aa a man actually, when the four" 
great and straoge b<:aste (Dan. vii. princip.) or 
beastly monarchs are destroyed. Then he comes 
in the clouds of heaven, ver. 13: "And they 
bring him to the ancient of daym." It is true, 
God's coming in the clouds, and his riding upon 
the clouds, notes out the eminent, visible, and 
glorious appearing of his maiesty. But this is the 
appearing of the Son of man in the clouds, and 
the coming of the Son of man with the cloudsi 
which (1 conceive) is not to be found in Scrip- 
ture, but when it denotes the coming of the Lord 
Jesus at Ihe last day to judgment, whose appear- 
ance is visible; and then doth he receive domi- 
nion, and glory, and a kingdom, that atl peoplct 
nations, and languages, should serve him. And 
then, I conceive (I apeak it with subniission to 
better judgments), will be that great conreraion 
of Israel and Judafa so much spoken of in Scrip- 
ture; then shall be fulfilled what is here spoken: 
"they shall look upon him whom they have 
pierced," 4e. Mr. Mede favours this, whose 
words are these : " The Jews («aith he) are not ^ 
to be converted unto Christ by such mei 
were the rest of the nations, by the ministry t 
preachers sent unto them, but by the revelatio 
of the Lord Jesus in his glory from heavt 
When they shall say, not (as when they » 
in his humility), Crurify him, but Blessed is I 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord ; ' _ 
coming then shall Imi as the lightning oat of tb« 
east shining unto the west ; and the sigri of Ibe 
Son of man shall appear in the Hondo of ht«vrn : 
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and every eye shall aee him, even of those which 
pierced him, and shall lament with the spirit of 
grace and supplication, for their so long and so 
shameful unbelief of their so merciful Redeemer." 
So far Mr. Made. Matt. xxiv. 30, 31 : " Then 
shall appear the sign of the Sod of man in heaven, 
and then shall ye see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds." Happily this may be at and for the 
great conversion of the Jews. Paul was converted 
by an appearance of Christ to him ; it is possible 
the Jews may be converted by the same way. 

5. The Scripture holds forth, also, that the 
manner of their conversion and reduction into 
their own land again shall be exceeding eminent 
and glorious, to the admiration of all nations, that 
it may be seen how the Lord hath honoured them. 
Isa. Ix. I : " Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, 
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." 
Hos. i. 1 1 : " Great shall be the day of Jezreel ; 
it shall be a glorious day to them, that shall make 
them honourable in the eyes of all the nations 
upon earth.'' Zech. viii. 23 : " Ten men shall 
take hold in that day, out of all languages of the 
nations, of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying. 
We mil go with you, for we have heard that God 
is with you." Psal. cii. 16: "When the Lord 
shall build up Zioii, he shall appear in his glory." 
They have had, and shall have, glorious appear- 
ances of him, such as no people ever had ; and 
this shall make them to be the desire of all peo- 
ple. As they have been an abject, miserable 
people for a long time, so when God shall turn 
their captivity as streams in the south, their glory 
shall excel. 
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6. The Scripture also tells ub the time of tbeit 1 
calling, vix. when the fulness of the Gentiles is 
come Id, blindoess so long happened unto tbem, 
and shall no longer. For so St. Paul wilnesseth, 
Rom. xi. 25, 26 : " For I would not, brethren, 
that j-e should be ignorant of this mjrstery, that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in ; and so all 
Israel shall be saved." So likewise Christ, Luke 
xxi. 24: "And Jerusalem shall be trodden doini 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the GentilM 
be fulfilled." But what is the to TXqpu^a rwv 
(■3'1'uv, " fulness of the Gentiles;" and these mi- 
po! iivtay, "times of the Gentiles?" I answer, 
the times of the Gentiles (the fulness whereof 
must be accomplished before the full conversion 
and reduction of the Jews into their own land) 
seems to be no other than the times wherein the 
Gentiles should hove dominion, with the miscrjr 
and subjection of the Jewish nation, set forth ia 
the vision of a fourfold image (Dan. ii.), vtd foil 
beasts (Dan. vii.), which are the four monardi* "^ 
the Babylonian, Persian, Greek, and Roman. ' 
first began with the first captivity of the Jewi 
nation ; and through the times of all the rest thej 
should be in subjection, or in a worse state, und ' 
them. But when their times shall be ended, a _ 
complished, and fulfilled, then saith Daniel, "the 
saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom, 
and possess the kingdom for ever and ever." 
That is, there shall be no more kingdoms after 
it, but it shall continue as lung as the world nl 
endure. Three of the^ mnnarcliics were paitl 
when our Saviour and Paul spoke, and thu fou 
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waa well entered. If, then, by saints there be 
meant the Jews, as well as other Christiana, as 
questionless thej' are not excluded, but included, 
then it is plain enough, that is the time of their 
full and complete reduction and conversion. I 
have said full and complete, because I apprehend 
it possible, yea, very probable, that some before 
that time shall be converted, and many more 
gathered together ; yea, and for ought I know, 
they may have some battles with the Gnuid Seig- 
neur, in order to the recovery of their land, before 
the other be. Many other things the Scripture 
tells us in reference to the calling of the Jews ; 
as, Ezek. sxxii. 27 ; Ezek. slviii. ult. : that there 
filiall be among them a glorious church, in which 
the presence of the Lord shall dwell ; so that the 
name of their city shall be called from that day 
Jchov&b-shammab, the Lord Is there ; for the ta- 
bernacle of God will be with them, atjd dwell 
with them. That they shall have the purest or- 
dinances, rivers of water of life, clear as crystal ; 
not running with blood, as in days of persecu- 
tion, nor mixed with the fire of contentions, as 
formerly they had too often been wont That 
they shall live the exaclest discipline, so that all 
that love and make a lie shall be without; those 
eagle-eyed times will soon spy out the member 
that is rotten, and the sword of discipline keen 
enough to cut it off. That then the mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be exalted above the tops 
of the mountain, and established in the top of the 
hills, and all nations shall flow unto iL That 
then shall follow great peace, and plenty, and 
prosperity in the church ; and all persecutioDs, 
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either from enemies without, or tyrants within,' 
iha.\l come to an end. I say, these, and many 
other things, the Scripture tells ub in reference 
to the Jews ; but I forbear to speak of them here, 
because I shall speak of them elsewhere, with a re- 
ference to the wiiole church, and not the Jews only. 

Object. 16. Thia opinion implies a fulness of 
all temporal blessings, — as riches, honours, long 
life, a freedom from all afflictions, &c. under t\ut. 
kingdom. ^ 

Alit. ]. Though some have spoken of a fulne« 
of all temporal blessings in this millennary kin^J 
doni, yet they do not hereby mean a Jewish or 
Mahometan paradise, as is by some falsely and 
uncharitably suggested ; but they mean hereby 
peace, safety, riches, health, long life, or what 
else was enjoyed under any kingdom, or can lH' 
had in the world, or may any way make tht 
lives more comfortable, yet without tin. Mi 
the words, without sin, in the having of tbi 
This is all they mean by temporal blessings, ani 
not the sinful abuse of the creature. 

2. To think the saints, the subjects of this king^l 
dom, if they have these temporal blessings, shut 
abuse them to those carnal pleasures of bed and 
board (which have been dreamed of by srnsual 
Turks and TalmudisU). is to unsaint them, and 
to make them vile gluttons and unclean persona, 
contrary to what the word of G<m1 saith of such 
pcMona, Itom. viii. J> : " They that are after the 
tlesh do mind the things of the flesh : but thtn 
that are after the Spirit, the things uf the Spirit. 
So also I Tim. iv. 5: aUoTit. i. 15: and R< 
viii. IS. I'K and in other pli 
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3. Th(!y that make this objection would make 
men believe that sensuality is pleaded for in this 
question ; but that is but an abuse, both to the 
assertors hereof and to the question itself; for 
sensuality is not pleaded for, but it is indeed 
holiness that they of this opinion plead for, which 
is so much by most exploded, yea, derided and 
hated at this day in the world, who cannot abide 
to hear of the saints reigning on earth with Christ 
a thousand years ; for then would be such a time, 
and such a height and measure of holiness on 
earth as never was before, and never entered into 
the hearts of men to conceive of; and this in 
reality is that they cannot endure, but it is a death 
to them to bear of. 

4. Suppose that some men have dreamed, or 
should, of carnal pleasure, as Turks and sensual 
Talmudists have done ; yet If we will know the 
mind of God in the matter, we ought to look what 
God aimeth at in this kingdom, and not what sen- 
sual dreamers have said or aim at. Now what 
God aimeth at in this kingdom most evidently 
appears in Scripture to be a time of holiness and 
reformation, a time of peace and purity, a king- 
dom of saints and sincere worshippers, who may 
worship him in spirit and in truth, according to 
bis own appointment, and give liim the service 
which he himself requires. And this is it we are 
to look after in the kingdom of this question, we 
are to think what holiness, what righteousness, 
what purity, what piety, what sincerity, what 
heavenly-mindedness, what knowledge of God, 
what orthodoxity, what pure worshipping of God, 
6cc., shall be in this kingdom, and not to talk of 
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seoauality and carnal pleasures, and so corra] 
the point by making a vile and wretched use 
8o holy and so religious a kingdom as the reij 
of the saints with Christ on earth shall be. C 
tainly this kingdom is most holy and sacred, 
eUe no kingdom oi Christ at all, for holiness 
comes his kingdom for ever. 

5. The reason why Clirist forbids carking i 
caring for the things of this life, is because the^ 
take off the mind from thinking on God so oflea 
and BO frequently as we should : and the reason 
why God will have a plenty of temporal and out- 
ward blessings in this kingdom ready at hand* 
for the use of all those that any way stand in need 
of them, is, that the thoughts of his people, their 
time or strength, may not be taken off from a 
close attendance upon God by looking after * 
things of this world (Matt. vi. 31, 32). 

6> To say or think that temporal blessings 
not promised to the children of the kingdom, 
purely spiritual, is agcunst the Scriptures. I Tim> 
iT> 8: " Godliness is profitable to all things bar- 
ing the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." Psa. xxxiv. 10 : " The young 
lions do lack and suffer hunger: but they that 
seek the Lord shall not wont any good thing." 
MatL vi. 33 : " All these things shall be added to 
you." Uev.xxi.24: " And the kingsof theeartb 
do bring their glory and honour into it." Those 
that need these blessings (as the nations of theiu 
that are saved, and walk in the light of the }it% 
Jerusalem will) have the promise of them. 

7. To sav that temporal blessings art 
])fi fur ihu iruilioii of saints, is to wrong 
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of their rigbl ; for they only have a proper right 
from God to them, which the wicked of the worid 
have not {1 Cor. Jij. 22, 23). 

8. Though the woret of men may have theHO 
outward enjoyments for the present, and the best 
men want them, whereof we see an example in 
Dives and Lazarus, yet it shall not always be so ; 
for in the time of this kingdom the beet shall have 
them, and the worst shall want them (Zecb. xiv. 
17, 18). 

9. Though the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, as Paul saith (Rom. xiv. 17), in re- 
spect of its esaentiab, yet it is not without meat 
and drink in respect of additionals, as that known 
place doth testify, Matt. vi. 33. 

10. Though temporal blessings are now but 
for a moment many times, yet are they blessings 
wliile they are enjoyed ; and though the grief uF 
their cessation may more than counterpoise the 
contentment of their fruition to them that lose 
them, yet it is very clear the saints shall enjoy 
them in this kingdom during life, and shall not 
lose them, Ezek. xxxiv. 26, 27, 28 : " And I will 
make them, and the places round about my hill, 
a blessing ; and I will cause the shower to come 
down in his season ; there shall be showers of 
blessing. And the tree of the field shall yield 
her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase; 
and they shall be safe in their land, and shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have broken 
the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out 
of the hand of those that served themselves of 
them. And they shall no more be a prey to the 
heathen, neither shall the beasts [beastly men] 
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the land devour them ; but thej shsU 
eafely, and none shall make them [any more] 
afraid." Ezek. xxxvi. 28, 29, 30 : " I will also 
save you from all your uncleanneases j and I will 
call for the com, and will increase it, and lay do 
famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit 
of the tree, and the increaoe of the field, that ji 
uhalt receive no more reproach oi' famine among 
the heathen." And many other places. 

11. Though long life will keep a man from 
heaven while it lasteth, yet it is counted for & 
blessing in the word of God to have it. In Exo(L 
XX. 12, it is promised as the reward of obedienm 
to the fifth commandment. And Paul tells ui, 
Ephes. VL. % 3, that this is the first comiuandf 
ment with promise, " that it may be well witb 
thee, and that thou mayest live long on tbs 
earth." Psalm xci. 16: "With long life will I 
satisfy him, and shew him my salvation." ProTi 
xvi. 31 : "A hoary head is a crown of glorfi. 
being found in the way of rigliteousnesB." Is Jt 
able»sing,o reward, and a crown now; and would 
it be a judgment then? Sure I am, had God 
thought ao, he would never have made a prombft 
of it to his people, as he doth, Isa. Ixv. 20 ; ■' Them- 
shall be no more thence an infant of daya, nor 
old man that hath not filled up his days ;" a 
ver, 22 : " As the days of a tree are Hie days 
my people : and mine elect shall long enjoy I 
work of their bonds." 

12. Lastly, though long life be one of the p,. 
vileges of this kingdom, yet there shall be dvatbl 
(1 conceive) at last ; that is, to the nations tlwk' 

saved, and walk in the light of the New Joi 
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saJem, but not to the cainp of the glorified saints 
or (which is all one) the New Jerusalem. And 
(though this is controverted by some) that this is 
so, appears (nifallor) plainly thus : 

1. That those whose souls descend and come 
down with Christ, and are reunited to their bodies, 
and are literally and properly the raised saints who 
are raised in the morning of this M31 MrT DV or 
((liffic [iiyaKris V'J""^' gi^a' day ofjudgment, or 
beginning of the thousand years, and are that 
company who are called the New Jerusalem, and 
camp of the saints, that these shall die no more 
may be taken, I think, on all hands, pro confenso, 
as a thing granted; which ia also proved. Rev. 
Kxi. t; "And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain:" all which are applicable to them, 
but not to the other. 

2. The other, therefore, who came not down 
with Christ, but are upon the earth, and are 
called the nations that are saved, and walk in the 
light, or by the direction of the former, they, as 
also all who shall afterwards be converted during 
this kingdom, have sin, and pain, and tears, and 
kings, and ordinances, and eat, and drink, and 
are mortal, and die, &c. Now that they die (for 
this I think will be most questioned by some), is 
plainly hinted by the prophet Isaiah, chap. Ixv. 
20 : " The ehild shall die an hundred years old." 
It is beyond doubt that he is speaking of this 
kingdom; and though be tells us of a long life, 
where he that lives the len-st, or but a liltle time 
comparatively, shall live a hundred years; yet he 
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owns death in this kingdom for all that — " 
child shall die a hundred years old." Also 
apostle Paul tells us, 1 Cor. w. 26: "Eax"' 
ejC^poc Korapytirai o Soraroc, that " the li 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death." Ni 
Gog and Magog shall be destroyed at or after, 
the end of the thousand years ; therefore death, 
which is the last enemy to be destroyed, cannot 
be destroyed a thousand years before, but is c* 
stroyed after the destruction of Gog and Magi _ 
when the thousand years are ended or finished. 

ObfecL 17' Thisopinionmakes the living saini 
mortal; hut the apostle saith, 1 Thesa. iv. 17 •- 
" That they shall be caught up, am! be ever with 
the Lord." Now if the living saints (1 mean 
those that are found alive at Christ's coming) be 
caught up and changed (which is something cquVv 
valent to death, and states them id immortalitj! 
and be ever with the Lord, how can they 
their posterity be in a state of mortality for 
thousand years ? how can these things hold 
gether ? 

Am, This objection, I confess, hath »eei 
hard to some, and is urged as unanswerable by. 
others ; and the Rev. Dr. Twiss (in Mr. Mede^ 
Diatriba, part iv. p. 472), having propounded 
and answered nine objections againnt this opinion, 
propounds this in the tenth and last place, and 
leaves it unanswered, as not knowing what could 
be said to it; whereupon Mr. Mcde takes it for 
tithe, and answers it; whose answers you may 
please to see and peruse : they are eodem loco, 
47S. I conceive (submitting my opiuiou 
better judgments in this mystery), that the 
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and tnip answer is this: those or Goil's people 
that are alive at Christ's coming, those ehdl be 
caught up, together with the raised saints (which 
glial! be done in a niomeDt, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the sound of the trumpet of the initia- 
iion of that great day, for this is not the last 
trump, or the trumpet of conaumniation). and be 
changed, and so put into a state of immortality, 
and neither marry, Dor have posterity, nor die, 
but be as the angels ; and therefore they are not 
meant by the nations that are saved, that walk 
in the light thereof. But you will say, Who are 
they, then ? I answer, That when Christ shnll 
thus gloriously manifest himself in person to the 
world, for his people, and against his enemies, 
and shall have destroyed the most part of those 
that oppose him by far, at that great Armaged- 
don battle; I say, then there shall and will be a 
mighty conversion of very many of those who 
see these things, being such wonders as men 
never saw before. Yea, and all or most of those 
few that eijcape destruction at that great Arma- 
geddon battle, being converted, shall go and 
preach the strange things of that day and time 
to the nations who are afar off, and have not 
seen and heard them ; and of these, when they 
shall have heard those things, shall very many be 
converted. And these are the nations of them 
that are saved; who are mortal, and eat and 
drink, and have kings and ordinances, and marry 
and have children, and their children are all taught 
of God. And many will be converted to God 
within the thousand years; all these walk in the 
light of the New Jerusalem, and these kings bring 
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their gloiy and honour to it, and take directionf _ 
from it. And then, when the thousand years are ~ 
endffcl, comes the battle of Gog and Magog, and 
the last and general judgment ; then sounds the 
last trumpet (which is, as I said before, the trunir 
pet of conaumtnation, as the other wax of thtj 
initiation of that great day) ; and they that wlH 
theu found alive shall be changed as before, anfV 
Christ makes an end of his kingdom, after ibM 
■eparation, sentence, and execution, delirerii^ 1 
up the kingdom to the Father, that God may bt 1 
all in all thenceforth for ever. This answer (If 
I be not deceived) cuts the ham-strings of tu> 
objection, if itself be good ; and there are bat 
two things, I think, to be cleared to make it 
passable: 1. That the rapture of the saints; 2. 
That the trumpets, are such as in this predication 
they are said to be. A word, therefore, to thes£, 
1. This rapture of the saints that are alive at 
Christ's coming must be, 1 think, in the begin- 
ning of the thousand years ; for they shall meet 
the Lord in the air, which cannot be meant of 
the end of the thousand years, for then Christ la 
on the earth with them : so that although rpunv 
and iiruTa,JiTst and Ihen, may admit a great dis- 
tance of time (as Mr. Mede saith in his first an- 
swer to this objection), yet I see not how it can 
do so here. And if (b» he saith in his fourth 
answer) this rapture should be to presetve the 
saints from that great conflagration of the earth, 
and the works thereof (2 Pet. iii. 10), that is b1m> 
li«ld to l>e in tlie beginning of tlie thousand yean^ 
in the Armageddon battle, before the new hea- 
vens and new earth. And that this rapture should 
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be without their change, and stating in immor- 
tality, I think hardly any man will say ; for they 
are thenceforth ever with the Lord on earth, 
during the thousand years, and in heaven ever 
afterwards. Ergo, they neither marry, nor mul- 
tiply, nor die any more ; but are as the angels ; 
and therefore are none of the nations that are said 
to be saved, aod walk in the light of the New 
Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. 24). 

% But the greatest question will be about the 
two trumpets ; the one of initiation or iuohoation 
of the thousand years ; the other of consumma- 
tion in the end of the thousand years, or rather 
some time after (Rev. xx. 9) ; to wit, when Gog 
and Magog's attempts are over, and their armies 
burnt with the fire that falls from heaven and 
consumes them ; for then doth the last trumpet 
eound. Now that this is so, I humbly offer what 
follows for the clearing of it. 

1. Because all the dead are said to be raised 
at the sound of the trumpet Now, as we have 
already beard, they are raised at two distinct dif- 
ferent times ; therefore there must be two distinct 
and different trumpets, for otherwise some should 
be raised with the sound of the trumpet, and the 
rest without; which I think hardly any man will 
affirm or grant. 

2. Because the text telts us (1 Thess. iv. 16; 
1 Cor. XV. 52) of a trumpet, and the last trumpet] 
which seem to be distinguished one from another ; 
for the last trumpet must necessarily be under- 
stood in opposition to a former of the same kind; 
and whereas some have taken this last trump to 
be the seventh apocalyptic trumpet ( Itev. xi. 1 5), 
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anil MO called the last in opposition to the Fora 
sis, — that cannot be, because those are judicial 
trumpets, but these are of another kind, and have 
a distinct use and end from the former. 

Obf'eti.lS. Our creed speaks but of on 
rection, not of two. 

AiU' 1. So the creed speaks but of one forgin 
ness of sins, not of two ; anil yet o 
bis sins forgiven before another. So it speaks i 
but one eternal life, not of two, or ten, or many ; 
yet one man enlers into eternal life before an- 
other, and indeed everj- man in his own order; 
so that if there were as many eternal lives di^^^ 
tinct one from another as there is orders, o 
tinct times of entering into the same, we mui 
reckon, not one, or two, or ten, but many t[ 
BBods. So it is with the resurrection of the dead j 
one man di^s before another, end one loao rise 
before another. 

2. The Church of Christ, in her primitive a 
purest state, taught this without doubt, that the 
resurrection of the body is but once and one ; and 
yet in these parts, viz. of the just in their place 
and order, then of the unjust atler, in their plu 
and order ; or, as the apostle phraseth it, 1 Cm 
XV. 23 : iwiffroc ?t ii" rjf ioi'ji rayiiari, " every o 
in his own order." 

S. All men die but once, yet all men do dm 
die at once. So all men rise but once ; yet l^ 
men do not rise at once ; but some at one tim 
some at another 

4. When we speak of the Grst and second ■ 
Kurrcction of the body, we mean il cillier of oi 
body or of diven : if but of one body, there | 
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but one resurrectioD, and uo more ; but if we 
speak or divers bodies, whereof one sort is good, 
the other bad) and compare them together, and 
ask the question which shall riiie first, the answer 
must be. The. f;ood shall rise first, and have their 
part in the first resurrection ; and the bad shall 
not arise until the second resurrection. "The 
rest of the dead lived not again till the one thou- 
sand years were ended." 

Object. 19. A spiritual resurrection is before 
the corporal, and every soul riseth spiritually from 
the death of sin before he riseth corporally from 
the grave; therefore the spiritual resurrection is 
the first, and the corporal resurrection from the 
grave is the second. 

Ans. 1. If the spiritual resurrection be the 
first, then why doth Paul say, "The dead in 
Christ shall rise first?" He should have said, 
The dead in Christ shall rise second ; for a spi* 
ritual resurrection was before it. 

2. Though a spiritual resurrection be in some 
sense before a corporal, yet it is never called the 
first resurrection in all the Scripture; that title 
belongs to the resurrection of the body, and uo 
other. 

3. We may distinguish in this case between a 
resurrection properly and improperly so calleji ; 
the first resurrection properly so called is of the 
body ; though a spiritual resurrection, improperly 
and only analogically so called, precede and go 
before it. 

4. The first resurrection is so called, not abso- 
lutely, but comparatively ; and that not in respect 
of one body, but divers bodies. Take one and 
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the same body, — as, for iiistauce, Peter' 
ukthe question, What resurrectionditl befal hiu' 
finil? B spiritual resurrection or a corporal? Th» 
answer is, a spiritual. But tak' 
whereof the oueeort are just ani) the other wicLedi 
aud compare them together, and ask the question, 
which of these shall rise first out of their graves ? 
and the answer must be, the just shall arise before 
the wicked. And this the Scripture calls the fiat 
resurrection; and the resurrection of the just op-^ 
posed to the unjust. 

Object. 2a li' the first resurrection be the 
Burrection of the body, who hath part thereii 
Not the saints in general, for the text speaics 
martyrs only ; and yet not the martyrs only, f 
then they only should be blessed, which is faiafc* 

Ans. The first resurrection is the resurntctioil 
flf the body, and dl the saints have part therein; 
who in a sense are all martyrs, as well as thoM 
who are actually beheaded or killed for the word 
of God. See this more largely proved and cleared 
before. But suppose it true, that that teit, Rev. 
XX. 4, speaks only of martyrs (which yet it doth 
not) in a strict sense, yet other texts speak of bU 
the saints ; and therefore the other saints besides 
martyrs are to be added to, and counted in, the 
number. Zcch. xiv. S : " And the Lord my God 
shall come, and all the saints with thtie," I Cat, 
XV. 2S : " They that are Christ's at his coming" 
— not only martyrs in a strict sense, but tbey, be 
they who they will, so they belong to Christ, — thej 
that are Christ's at his coming. 1 These. itL ISi, 
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" At the corning of our Lord Jesus Christ widiH 
nil his saints." I Thess. iv. 14': " Even ma th^B 

L J 



115 

also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him." And John (Rev. v. 9, 10), speaking of 
the privilege of the Church redeemed by Christ's 
blood, or rather they themselves speaking of it, 
say, " Thou hust redeemed us by thy blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation; and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests : and we shall reign on the earth." 
It is not the privilege of martyrs only, but of all 
the saints ; who for the sake and cause of God 
are killed all the day long, and are accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter, and are slain, if not in 
effect, yet in affection, and accounted as the off- 
acouriug of all things. 

But thus 1 have briefly endeavoured to remove 
twenty ordinary and common objections ; which 
lying in the way, have been an occasion to keep 
Bome off from giving any hearty entertainment 
to this truth. It may be, some will blame me 
for dwelling sn long, in so short a tract, on ob- 
jections ; but I did it, because I know men that 
are not persuaded of the truth iu hand will raise 
many. Others, perhaps, will think of some that 
I have not named ; but yet I hope an answer may 
be picked out of what hath been said to them 
that may be further objected. I have now only 
a few things more, in so many words to hint, and 
I shall conclude, leaving the whole to the censure 
of the Church and people of God. 

'Note we, therefore, that the resurrection of the 
just in the morning of the day of judgment, or 
beginning of the thousand years, is called the first 
resurrection, not simply and absolutely, as if no 
other corporal res-urrection had gone before it, 



but the first secundum quid ,■ because it is t 
first to the thousand years' reign, and the first il 
order to the second, which will be universal c 
all the rest of the dead, in the last judgment, p 
perlf and strictly so called. So here are, as : 
were, a determination of two resurrections, dit 
fering not specie, in kind, but only tempon t 
gradu, in time and degree. Specie, in kind. It 
is but one resurrection only, of which we say ip 
our creed, I believe the resurrection, not results 
rections; for though we hold two degrees, of 
two times of rising again from the dead, yet w« 
believe (both making but one) but one resurrefr 
tion. For we believe at the resurrection of Cbriif 
some saints did rise again ; and yet we h(dd t 
more but one resurrection (Matt.xxTii. 52). Yd 
without doubt the Greek article twice repeatod 
{avTi\ i) avaaTaai( ii TrpiiTj})^ " this that resurreck 
tion that first," hath a singular empbaus, to d 
monstrate some first resurrection known w 
spoken of in the writings of the prophets a: 
apostles. Of this resurrection of the just Isau 
seems to speak. Isa. xxvi. 14: "They are detu]^ 
they shall not live: they are deceased, they shaUL 
not rise," — where vttiere is the same with refwrw 
gere, and it is raeani of the non- resurrection ot 
the unjust, i. e, in that resurrection : and ther 
fure it is said on the contrary, and by way a 
opposition, ver. 19, "Tliy dead men ■liall lin 
together with my deail body shall ttiey ai 
Aw^ke and. sing, ye tliat dwell in dust: theei 
sIiaU cast out her dead." Here these dewl (u 
tlio annotators on the Itihle) are distiuguishe 
fntm those dead before spoken of, ver. l+(vr" 
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linipi Tlbaa T"na viveTtt mortui ttii, [«Jcirf] 
cadaver meum resurgent), and &re to be referred 
to the first resurrect! on, or the resurrectioo of 
life, as it is phrased, John v. 29. That is peculiar 
to the faithful, and opposed to that, ver. 14: 
" Thy dead men shall not live," ic. They that 
interpret this of an allegorical resurrection depart 
from the literal sense, without need or cause, cod- 
trary to the rule of any true and genuine inter- 
pretation. See, also, Jer. XKxi. 15: "Rachel 
weeping for her children, because they are not ;" 
that is, because they are killed : it follows, ver. 
17, "There is hope in thine end [in'-inH^ m 
novissimo (mo], saith the Lord, that thy children 
shall come again into their own border;" viz. 
being raised again from the dead ; for it is irra- 
tional to interpret this comfort of any others than 
of these concerning whom the lamentation and 
mourning did arise and grow. So Ezek. XKSrii. 
12, 13: " Therefore prophesy and say unto them. 
Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, O my people. I 
will open your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into the land 
of Israel. And ye shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have opened your graves, O my people, 
and brought you up out of your graves : and 
shall put my Spirit into you, and ye shall live, 
and I shall place you in your own land; then 
shall ye know that I the Lord have spoken it, 
and performed it, saith the Lord." See the whole 
text and context; it is very full and pat to our 
present purpose, without any interpretation at 
all. Dan. sii. 2 : " Many of them that sleep in 
the dust shall awake; some to everlasting life. 
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and Bome to everlasting shame and contempt"' 
That is, the juat to life eternal in the firHt resur- 
rectioRi and the unjust to everlasting shame and 
contempt in the second resurrection. Yea, Paul 
himself declares this first resurrection. 1 Tliess. 
iv. 16: "The dead in Christ shall rise first." 
The vulgar translation hath the word primi, but 
the Greek is wpQTor, primum i but it comes all 
to one. And heuce Chrysostom upon the place 
aaith, Ante irapiot resurgent j'usli, ut sint primi 
in reiurrectione, non tanlum dignilaU ted Urn- 
pore — "the just shall rise before the wicked, that 
they may be first in the resurrection, not only in 
dignity, but in time." Now if the dead in Christ 
shall rise first, when shall the wicked rise but in 
a second resurrection ? And if the resurrection 
St Paul speaks of be the resurrection of the body, 
vhy is not the resurrection St Joho speaks of, the 
resurrection of the body too ? And Paul («lts lu 
plainly, 1 Cor. xv. 23 to 26, thai there is ao exact 
order in the resurrection, and that the order Is 
thus : first, Christ, the first-fruits and captain of 
our salvation, leads the way, and is the first in 
order ; the second order is of those that ar« 
Christ's, of the godly, at his coming : and ih*', 
third order is of all the rest of the world when UmK 
end comes. But I shall leave otT to enumerate 
any further Scripture proofs, for the thing eeemi 
to me (ever submitting myself to better judgmeal« 
and plainer proofs) exceeding clear and plain. 

Object. Yet when all this is done, methinlu 1 
hear some say, It is a novelty; surely if it 
true, it would have been made known and 
believed before now. 
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Solat, To this I anawer, I confess the appre- 
hensioD of novelty ia a great prejudice to this 
truth ; and I freely confess, that that kept me ofT 
a long time from closing in with it. But this ia 
but an apprehension, not a reality ; for if Christ 
himself, and his apostles, and the prophets, and 
the Christian Jews, both before Christ and since, 
and the primitive Gentile Christiana, were of this 
opinion, then I hope it is no novelty : but all 
these were of this opinion ; ergo, it is no novelty. 
(See Mede's IHatriie, p. 4.) That all thej were 
of this opinion, is partly cleared in this small 
tract, and partly might farther, but that I am re- 
solved it shall not swell ; and other more learned 
men have done it. I confess, for the one thousand 
years' regnum Christi, reign of Christ, to be silent 
under the regnum Antickristi, it is not at all to 
be marvelled at ; greater far had been the marvel, 
if they who slew the martyrs had owned in the 
least the martyrs' reign. Can any man, I pray 
you, rationally conceive Antichrist and his fol- 
lowers to be persona likely to own the reign of 
Christ and his followersP When all the world 
wondered after the beast, Rev. kill. 3, 4 (t. e. the 
pope and his party, that beastly power and fac- 
tion) and worshipped the beast, and cry him up 
as a non-such, saying, Who is like him ? who is 
able to make war with him ? as they did for one 
thousand two hundred and sixty years; which 
time, alas, is not yet out, as the sad face of Christ- 
endom at this day witnesses ; — I say, then, for 
Christ's reign and kingdom to be decried, yea, 
almost thrust out of aekoowledgmcnt, who can 
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at all vonder? And yet for all tbia (so far is thl! 
opinion from novelty), thb millennium batb beea 
fully owned before ; yea, and partly under the 
very reigti of Antichrist. That it was generally 
owned before, besides what hath been already 
said, I have here (out of many iniitances fvhich 
might easily be proilueed), only made choice of 
one more, because it bears so full witness to what 
I have in hand, that it may be instar amrtitim, in- 
stead of all others. That great Council of Nics 
called by Constantine the Great, beside* their 
definition of faith, and canons pcclesiastical, set 
forth certain Siaruirwircic li:t!\i]aiaariKai, that t 
forms of ecclesiastical doctrine : 
are recorded by Gelasius Cyzicenus, ii 
toria Artorum Coneilii Ntceni. Amoi _ 
there is thisyopfflu/a for the doctrine of the state 
of the reaurreetion ; the which (that I may do 
them no wrong) I shall here give in their own 
words : Murpdrtpoe o imafioc tyiviro Zna riiv rfo- 
yviaaiv. itpoiyyiii yap v 3coc on Afiapriiati o Sf- 
Spu-ra^. Aia rndro i.-aii-oic ovjiaMiit lai Laiv^f yfli" 
■KpoaloKuifitv sarh rh lipa ypafifMara, ^ivoftiyvc 
fl/iiv rSt ETi^ct/uc Kot liaaiXtiac roC luyAKav Om^ 

Koi OUIT^plK 6>»iv 'lljaOU XpllTTOV. KQl T^Tt WOpi 

Xfl\i^yTtti, lyi-^o ^1)^1 ^afi^A, ri^r (iaviXtlay Ayi 
vipioTov. Kui torai & yS fc^npi. hyla, y3 Kiirr 
Koi ob niepiiv (fli' Tpoiwpoviuc io/3J3 ry rfic ■■ 
d^?n\/iji (io^, wiariviiiTOii \lcir ra aya^ tvplou 
yp (iiyruy), yif Tpaiai* 

yap fqm o'l irpaiTci on ubro) KXtfpovOftiaavai i 
yifv, Kai i irpuf^rqci col war^aoiiai aErr^rt f^ 
wiitt upaiuy nii roireo'wf. Which in EngUl 



(for that by most is best uuiierstood) runs thus ; 
"The world is made worse by foreknowledge;* for 
God foresaw that man would sin. Therefore we 
expect new heavens and a new earth, according 
to the holy Scriptures, when the apparition and 
kingdom of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ shall shine forth. And then (as Daniel 
eaitb) shall the saints of the Most High take the 
kingdorn. And there shall be a pure, holy land, 
a land of the living, and not of the dead (which 
David foreseeing by the eye of faith, cries, I be- 
lieve to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living); a land of the meek and humble. 
For blessed, uaith be [t. e. Christ], are the meek, 
for they shall inherit the earth. And the prophet, 
And the feet of the meek and humble shall tread 
it." Judge by this, notwithstanding fitly years' 
Opposition, how powerful the Chiliastical party 
yet was, at the time of and in that council. 

That this hath been owned, even under the 
reign of Antichrist, appears (amongst other in- 
stances that might be given) by that catechism 
set forth in King Edward's time, and by him au- 
thorised May 20, in the last year of his reign, 
where the two first petitions of the Lord's prayer 
are explicated in this manner. The dialogue is 
between the 'Magister and Auditor, upon these 
words, Satictificetur nomen tuum. Auditor. Se- 
cundo loco petimus, ut adeeniat regnum Cftu. 
Adkuc enim non videmus ret omnes Ckrislo 
eiae sub/eclas : non vtdemua tit lapis de morite 

• By sill, the knowledge of g(»J aiid evil. 
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abscusfta sit sine opere humano, qui corttrivit a 
tn nihil redegit statuam deseriptam d Xianiele: \ 
petra sola, qui est Christas, oceupet et obtint 
toiiua mundi imperium a Poire concexium. 
hvc Atitichrigtus rum est occisus, quo Jit, til ti 
desideremus etprecetnur, ul id tandem aliquando 
eontingat et impleatur: vtque sohts Chrittut reg- 
net cum suis mnctis secundum divinat promit- 
siones .• ntque vival et dominetur in muttdttjuxki 
sancti evangelii decrela, non autem juxta tradi- 
tiones et leges hominum et volujUatem ti/rannontm 
mundi. M. Posit Deus utregnum ejus advettiat 
qvam cilissime. That is, ''in the second place we 
beg that his kiDgdom may come; for aayet w«do 
not see all things to be subjected to Christ: we 
do not see that the atone is cut out of the mountain 
without hands, which bruiseth and brii 
thing the image described by Daniel ; that I 
rock alone, which is Christ, may occupy ■ 
tain the empire of the whole world, granted hiai 
by hia Father. As yet Antichrist a not slaina 
whence it comes to pass, that we desire and prt 
that that once at last may happen and be fulfillei 
that Christ alone may reign with his sainta, a 
cording to his divine promises: and that he 
live and govern in the world, according to 
decrees of the holy Gospel, and not after the ti 
ditionsand lawsof men, and the will of the tyrants 
of the world. M. God grant that his kingdom 
may come very speedily," Thus fur that. In tlit 
e catechism there are muiy other paitsagf* to 
lepurpose, by all which it appears (ax ' """ 
before) that both before and undor Antichrk 
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(where his joke hath been but a little shakeu off) 
this opinion hath been owned and believed: erffo 
is no novelty. 

Quest. But lastly, some (it may be) will ask, 
When shall this glorious and spiritual reign of 
Christ with hia saints on earth begin ? 

Ans. The beginning of this thousand years ia 
not to be fetched from any strange or imaginary 
ground ; or from the aptness of some other ex- 
plication or accommodatioD of the place, Rev. 
XX. 4; but from the innate characters and cir- 
cumstances in the test, plainly laid down, and to 
be gathered from the text and context We there- 
fore say, that these thousand years of Satan's 
binding, and the saints' reigning, must take their 
beginning from and after the destruction of the 
beast (t. e. the pope) in the second coming of 
Christ, which was last mentioned (Rev. xix. 20, 
21> 

1. The thousand years begins not till after the 
ceasing of the worship of the beast. For it is 
promised to all those (amongst others), as a re- 
ward, who had been faithful unto Christ in the 
time of that horrible apostacy, and had not wor- 
shipped the beast, or his image. But the worship 
of the beast ceased not till he himself ceased, as 
appears. Rev. six. 20, 21. For as long as he was 
in place and power, there were always such (and 
those not a few) as did worship him, whose names 
were not written in the book of life (Rev. xiii. 8), 
Therefore their opinion is very weak, who hold 
that the beast, and his image, and his worshippers, 
are in whole, or part, within the thousand years ; 
when the beginning and continuance of tl>o t^i-n. 
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sand years U promised to them that did not \v 
ship the beast nor receive his mark. 

2. The thousand years do follow the thrones 
that were set for the saints' reign (ver. 4). But 
the thrones (as hath been already shewed) were 
to be set at the second coming of Christ, after 
the destruction of the great Antichrist, who b«nf; 
overcome, the saints may quietly reign. 

3. The thousand years follows the dragon's de- 
ceiving the nations by Antichrist, which did not 
cease till Antichrist himself was destroyed ; for 
it is expressly said (Rev. xs. 3) that he may not 
seduce the nations any more, viz. as lie had se- 
duced them during the time of his being and 
reigning in the world. For the words "no more" 
must needs relate to that deceiving mentioned in 
the words immediately preceding, which decep- 
tion was the deceiving by Antichrist, as appears 
Rev. \ix. 20. The beast, and false prophet which 
deceived them that received the mark of the 
beast, &c. 

4. Tlie thousand years begins from the bind- 
ing of Satan, ver. 2, which binding is not partial 
and inchoate, as it was in the first coming of 
Christ, Matt. xii. 29, but comparatively total and < 
perfect, which is not to be hoped for till the final 
destruction of Antichrist; for it is expressly atii, I 
ver. 3, "That the angel bound him and cast bin \ 
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set j 
a seal upon him." Which words do evidently I 
shew a full bondage, whereby he is so stnitly 1 
bound, shut up, and kept in the bottomless pit, tu J 
in his prison,* tliut there is no possibility for him j 

* Wtiich wu at the (Oiuidiiig of tbo SAb bwnpst. 
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to get out ; which yet is not fulfilled. For out of 
the bottomless pit, which then was open, not ehut 
and sealed (chap. is. 2), Sataa brings forth smoke, 
and in the smoke locusts that darkened the very 
sun and air. And under the sixth trumpet ariseth 
that false light Mahomet (Rev. ix. 14>, and so 
forward) : and under the sixth vial three unclean 
spirits, like frogs, come out of the mouth of the 
dragon, beast, and false prophet, to seduce the 
kings and the nations of the earth, chap. xvi. 14. 
Thus far, therefore, Satan was not full; bound. 
He was indeed cast from heaven to earth, to rage 
both in the earth and sea, chap. xii. and chap, xiii. 
But now he is cast into the bottomless pit, chap. 
XX. 10, which is the days of the seventh and last 
trumpet, and not before. 

5. These thousand years are the years of the 
peace and tranquillity, and of some kind of glory 
and triumph of the church upon earth, in order 
Id which the devil is chained up, that the church 
mi^ht more peaceably, securely, and quietly 
retgtj. But no such certain and safe peace and 
prosperity, no such constant and lasting triumph 
of the church upon earth is to be expected till 
after the destruction of Antichrist, in the second 
coming of Christ, and the dragon be bound, and 
closely and surely imprisoned in the bottomless 
pit. For till then shall the cross and the perse- 
cutions of the saints continue : witness the words 
of our Saviour himself in relation to hie second 
coming. Matt. x. 23 ; " When they persecute 
you in this city, fly unto another : for verily I say 
uuto you, ye shall not have gone over the citiL-s 
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of Israel* till the Son of man be come." Which 
last words {absolute sic posila) always sigtiifjr 
the second coming of Christ. As if he should 
sa^i Do not hope to be free from the cross, and 
from persecution, until my second coming ; for 
the spiritual, aud, after a sort, heavenly kingdoni 
of Israel, in grace, peace, and prosperity, promise^J 
you by the prophets, shall not be accomplished' 
nor restored to you, but in my second coming. 

6. Lastly, these thousand years do precede the 
final destruction of Satan ; as the final destruction 
of Antichrist did precede and go before the thou- 
sand years, so Satan follows after. Apoc. sx. 10: 
" The devil is cost into the lake, where the beast 
and false prophet are," or (as Beza and others) 
" where the beast and false prophet was," viz. 
because the beast and false prophet long before 
were cast into the lake. Therefore these thou- 
sand years are the times of Christ's second com- 
ing, after the total and final destruction of Anti- 
christ. For Christ is said to destroy or abolish 
him by the brightness of his coming. And (to 
me it is without doubt) John had respect to that 
coming, and received opinion among the Jew^ 
in these thousand years he speaks of. Rev. ix,,. 
that the great day of judgment doth contain tluu 
thousand years in itself. And to this also Pete«>' 
seems to have had respect, 2 Pet.iii.; where, mak- 
iog mention of the day of judgment, and perdi- 
tion of ungodly men, he saith, ver. 8, " One day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thou- 
sand years as one- day." Which place Justin Mar- 
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tyr, in his dialogue with Tryplio the Jew, doth 
interpret of the day of judgment. The last hour, 
therefore, or the last day of Christ's second com- 
ing, denotes a certain long tract of time, and is 
indefinitely put for the last time, but not for one 
natural day, or hour, properly so called, as 'tis 
commonly thought. In Luke xvii. 22, the Lord 
Jesus himself, speaking of the day of his second 
coming: "Ye shall [saith he] desire to see one of 
the days of the Son of man." Which Beza rightly 
interprets of one of the days of his second cont- 
ing ; for in vain should they desire to see one of 
the days that were past, who did certainly expect 
them to come, which they thought also to be at 
hand ; but they were deceived in that, and should 
not see them, that is, so soon as they expected 
them. In Acts iii. 20, 21, 24, Peter speaks of 
timps of refreshing from the presence of tlie Lord, 
and the times of the restitution of all things, which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets, &c. He doth not point at one day in 
Christ's second coming, but many; certainly so 
long as all things shall continue after they be re- 
stored, so long the day of judgment shall last; 
but all things shall be restored at the day of 
judgment, and continue in their being, after they 
are restored, longer than a day of twelve or twenty- 
four hours long. Surely for a man to aay that 
Christ shall come from heaven at the day of jndg- 
ment, when all things in tlie world shall be de- 
stroyed and have an end, is to fight against the 
Scripture,* which saith, all things at his coming 
shall be restored, and therefore not dissolved at 



that time. Or to say all things shall be reBtoredJ 
at Christ's second coining, and be dissolved agaiai 
by and by, is like the faocy of those heatben^J 
who said, God made other worlds before this, haim 
he did undo them as soon as he had made thenit n 
because they were not to his mind ; and thus (sa^ 
they) he spent his time, until he made this world 
that now is, which pleased him very well. Such 
a fancy they must needs have of God, who think 
all things shall be restored at Christ's second J 
coming, and dissolved again by and by. Without| 
doubt, as when God mEide the world at fir»ti fa 
did not make it to destroy it presentlyi bat t 
continue for some length of time, for man to lire 
in it to his glory and bis praise; so when G« 
shall restore the world at the great day of judg^ 
ment, he will not presently dissolve it, but havvl 
it to continue some length of timet thai ChrUl a 
the saints may reign in it to his glory. Agaiq^ 
John in the Revelation, speaking of the seventh 
trumpet, which is the last trumpet, and the trun 
pet (1 mean of the Judicial trumpets) of consun 
mation, and so the trumpet of Christ's secoM 
coming, he attributes many days to it. In l' 
days of the seventh trumpet, the mystery of Go< 
shall be finished, as he spake by his servants U 
prophets. Rev. x. 7> Isaiah calls the second a 
ing of Christ the year of recompenses, Isaij 
xsxiv. ver. S. It is such a day, that in 
breath tt swells into a year. For it is the dCn 
(saith he) of the Lord's vengeance, and the tM 
of rec^impenses for tho controversy of Zion. Vd 
this day, in Isaiah lix. 21, swells at the least inl 
three )(<'"<' rat ions ; and, leal thai should be I 



little, into a "for ever." "For [saith he] my 
words shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out 
of the mouth of thy seed, or aeed'a seed, from 
heueeforth even for ever." And it is apparent 
this is spoken of Christ'^ second coming, both 
from the text and contest; and Paul (Rom. xi. 
26) so applies the same.» 

The same prophet tells us yet of a longer time, 
Isaiah Ixv. 17 : " For fsajth he] the days of my 
people [ver. 22] shall be as the days of a tree, 
and mine elect shall long enjoy the norks of their 
hands." Pliny tells us that the life of an oak is 
nine hundred years,more or leas, which comes very 
near John's thousand years. The words in the 
Hebrew are "the wood of life;" but the Septua- 
gint renders it " the tree of life," with which also 
agrees the Chaldee paraphrast. In which words, 
saith Justin Martyr, we may understand the thou- 
sand years to be secretly pointed at. It was the 
conceit of the same Justin Martyr (and not alto- 
gether to be slighted) that the life of the tree of 
life, or of man in the state of paradise, was to 
consist of a thousand years ; that is to say, that 
so long man, had he not sinned, should have lived 
in this world, and afterwards have been trans- 
lated into a more happy both place and condi- 
tion. But Adam having sinned, by eating the 
forbidden fruit, therefore neither himself nor any 
of his posterity (though some of them very long 
lived) should attain to that number of years, but 
should die before they liad any of them lived out 
so great a day. But when all thing:^ sJiall be re- 

* B; which ve may jadge how to apply all those glorious 
Iciti which Mem yet to be nnfulGlled. 
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, that loDg-lived da; shall be restored tt 
sons of the first resurrection, and they shall 
one thousand years. So the prophet Zechariah, 
speaking of the day of Christ's second coming, 
cbap. xiv. 9, Eaith : " The Lord shall be kiag 
over all the earth ; and in that day there shall be 
one Lord, and his name one." And adds, ver. 16, 
" they shall go up from year to year, to worship 
the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast 
of tabernacles ;" which is an allusion to those old 
Jewish rites, and betokens only their serving God; 
of which see Rev. vii. 14, 15, where those palm* 
bearing triuinphers are said to serve God day and 
night in his temple. Lastly, Christ tells us of q 
certain world to come, in which sins may be foB 
given (Matt. xii. 32); not to the sons of the n 
surrection, who are without all sin, but to tho< 
vho ar6 of the nations that are saved, and V 
in the light of the new Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. Stjg 
who yet sinning, and repenting of their sins, o 
^tain remission in Christ's blood. 
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And now, good reader, hark a little to (hi 
iuliar privileges of that day and time ; yet, f< 
brevity's sake, take them almost in so many words. 

L In the time of this thousand years ther« will 
be an end for ever of the beast and false prophet. 
O happy riddance to the world I for what good 
did they ever do; nay, what evil did they not"' 
Farewell, thou whore of Babylon (Rev. iviii. "' 
who didst inebriate the nations and ibeir kil 
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with the wine of the wrath of thy fornications. 
Thy judgments are come in a day (Rev. xviii. 
8), — death, and mourning, and famine; for strong 
is the Lord God that juilgeth thee. Rejoice (Rev. 
xviii, 20) over her, thou heaven (church), and ye 
holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged 
yon at her hand. That wicked horn (Dan. vii. 
21) is broken off, who warred against, and wore 
out the saints ; the multitude of thy offences now 
at last hath broken the multitude of thy forces, 
and thou canst not call back the day that is past. 
Thy two horns, indeed, made the world to take 
thee for a lamb (Rev. xiii. 11), but thy speech 
BgaiDBt the sainU was always like a dragon. 
Therefoi-e full well art thou cast into (Rev. xis. 
20) the lake of fire, for ever, as thine own dung, 
to perish, though thy branches shot up to heaven, 
and thy roots down as low as hell ; yet the saints 
now do reign, and rejoice in thy ruin. 

II. Satan also is (Rev. sx. 2) now chained 
up and imprisoned in the pit. That (1 Pet. v. 8) 
roaring lion, who went about seeking by what 
means or whom be might devour. O happy time, 
when lions lie in chains, and the dragon's dwell- 
ing is in the deep I 

III. Moreover, now there is a perfect and 
complete end of all godless governors, who did 
always oppress, disquiet, and vex the church and 
spouse of Christ. God then (Rev. xi. 18) de- 
stroys all those that destroy the earth. Yea. 
then and in that day shall our Lord Jesus Chri^it, 
the Lamb and the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Spouse and Husband of his church, the Lord of 
lords, and King of kings, who at the first went out 
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conquering and to conquer, who did beforehai 
signify all these tilings to bis servants by his angel, 
take to himself his great power and reign ; and let 
the nations be as aDgry as they will or can, yet, in 
despite of all their fury, he stiall give rewards 
unto his servantii tlie prophets, and to his sainta, 
and to them that fear his name, both small and 
great. Then (Rev. six. 6) shall the Lord God 
omnipotent reign, with the shoutings and halle- 
lujahs of his elect. Yea, the saints shall sit on 
thrones (1 Cor. vi. 2; Dan. vii. 21, 27 : Matt, 
xix. 28} and judge the world. This well may stain 
the beauty and dazzle the glory of all earthly 
powers. For then (Isa. xxiv. 23) the moon shall 
be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, and before Ins ancients gloriously. 
Then shall righteouinees run up and down, am-I 
be as a mighty stream. 

IV. Moreover, then will be a lasting peaofl^l 
and wars shall cease to the e ' ~ ' 
when Christ, the Prince of peace, shall sway ti 
sceptre, judging amongst many nations, and i 
buking many people. Then shall their swords k 
beaten into ploughshares, and their spears i 
pnining-hooks ; nation shall not lift up »^ 
against nation, nor shall they leam war any n 
Isa. it. 4. "In that day [saith God] (Hot 
18) I will break the bow, and the sword, mid ihc 
battle-axe out of the earth, and I will iimkr thi-m 
to lie down safely." Peace before hail bi^ii full 
oft desired, but it will be then completely a' 

V. Also then will all persecutio 
to an end and cease. Then the envy of E 



be broug^H 
of Ephn^H 
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dhall depart, and the adversaries of Judah shall 
be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim, Isa. x\, la. Ezek. 
sxviii. 24 : And there shall be no more a prick- 
ing brier unto the house of Israel, nor any griev- 
ing thorn of all that are round about them, that 
despised them. See also Ezek. xxviii. 25 and 26. 
Then Christ weeds out of his kingdom all things 
that cffend, and them that do iniquity. For it 
is a righteous thing with him to render tribula- 
tion to them that trouble his church, and to them 
that are troubled rest, 2 Thess. i. 7- 

VI. Then likewise will be an end of all oppres- 
sion. For who is left to oppress? The beast and 
false prophet they are gone, the dragon is bound, 
all wicked men are now under the hatches, and laid 
at Christ's footstool. Violence shall no more be 
heard in her land, wasting nor destruction within 
herborders.Isa.liv.H. Ezek.slv.S: My princes 
shall no more oppress my people ; they shall be 
far from oppression. Tne new heavens and new 
earth is a place wherein dwells righteousness. 
Psa. \xxn. 2: He shall judge the people with 
righteousness, and the poor withjudgment; ver.4: 
He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall 
save the children of the needy, and shall break in 
pieces the oppressor. 

VII. At that day also, and in that time, there 
shall not be any that shall hurt or harm; one 
beast shall no more hurt another, nor one man 
his fellow. "For (Isa. xi. 6. 7, 8, 9) the wolf 
shall also dwell with ihe lamb, and the leopan) 
shall lie down witli the kid: and the calf, and 
the young lion, and the Catling together, and a 
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little child shall lead them. And the c 
the bear shall feed, their young ones shall Mt 
down together, and the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the 
hole of the asp ; and the weaned nhild shall put 
his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy ia all my holy mountain." Un- 
derstand we this of men or beasts, — and neither 
shall be hurtful or offensive each to other, but 
great agreement will be among them. And thi» 
eome uuderstand to be the meaning of the apos- 
tie, Rom. viii. 19, 30, 21; in which words these 
four following things seem to be observable, viz. 

1. That now the creature is under the bond- 
age of corruption ; that is, prone and apt to de- 
vour, destroy, and make a prey one of another. 

2. That the creature hereafter shall be deM- 
vered from tbat bondage ; that is, they gball d 
(as heretofore) hurt and destroy one another. 

3. That there shall be a time when the soi 

of God shall have h glorious liberty ; that is, th^ I 
shall not hurt one another, nor receive hurt froNhfl 

4. That the creatures in their kind shall p 
take of their liberty, and they shall not be hull 
ful one to another, but live in peace an ' 

VIII. Moreover, then shall be an end of fea 
terror, and dread. For they shall no m 
prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of tl 
land devour them ; but they shall dwell MfejA 
and none shall make them afraid. Ita. liv, Ivr 
" In rigliti'ousness [saith the prophet J shalt th^ 
be established ; tliou shall he far from nppra 
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BioD, for thou shall not fear; and from terror, 
for it shall not come near thee." Jer. ssx. 10: 
" Therefore fear thou not, O ray servant Jacob, 
saith the Lord, neither be dismayed, O Israel ; 
for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed 
from the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall 
return, and be in rest, and be quiet, and none 
fihall make him afraid." 

IX. Lastly, this will be a time of such purity 
and holiness, of the fear of the Lord and righte- 
ousness, as never was nor will be till that time. 
This wilt make it to be millennium avreum or 
aureum teculum. It will be a golden day and 
age, indeed, for the holy city, the New Jerusa- 
lem: that city of gold and pearl, mentioned Rev. 
xsi. doth coDteniporat£ and synchronise with the 
thousand years, as might be abundantly proved, 
if Reverend Mede had not done it to my Land, 
so that it would but be acta agere, which I in* 
tend not. This will be that time of truth with- 
out mixtures of error, a time of light without 
miKture of darkness, a time of knowledge with- 
out mixture of ignorance, fi'ora whence all heresy 
doth proceed. The light of the moon shall be as 
the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven- 
fold, as the light of seven days. The ordinancea 
also will then be pure, without mixtures of su- 
perstition, human inventions, and will-worship. 
There are those rivers of water of life, clear as 
crystal. Great also will be the holiness of that 
day (Zech. xiv. 9 ; Rev. xxii. 1 ; Isa. ii. 2); "for 
it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established 
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
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above the hills, and all nations shall flow tiuto ib 
And many people shall go aud aay, Come ye, an 
let us go up to the nionntaiu of the Lord, to th 
house of the God of Jacob, and be will teach u 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths ; for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word' 
of the Lord from Jerusalem." See also Zech.vUic 
19, 20, 21, 22. The streets of the city are i 
gold, and golden will be the lives and conversi 
tjons of the citizens ; yea, God shall be known i 
her palaces for a refuge ; the foundations of htt 
city are all of pearl ; her streets paved with p 
cious stones ; her gardens fragrant with all m: 
ner of pleasant flowers ; her delightful walks tHi 
always green ; her springs are living waters ; be 
months are one continued May ; her trees bear ■! 
manner of lovely fruits, and the leaves of the sam 
are for the healing of the nations ; her years ar 
one lasting joyful jubilee, and her strength is al 
ways firm ; her lame men leap as harts, and Uw- 
tongue of dumb men then are loosed. O wb«af 
shall we go, how shall we get to this holy aoA 
beautiful city of God ? Her time is coming, her 
year is at hand, and the Lord will hasten it ii 
his time. Reader, thou hast here a little taste o 
the beginning of Zion's bliss held forth unto thesb* 
only according unto our weak and short mannoT' 
of conceiving and expressing: the things them^ 
selves &i far surmount our thoughts and woi 
the heavens are above the earth, and as the 
is distBiit from the west. 



Give me now leave to put a period to all id a 
word or two of application. 

Use 1. Let us help forward this kingdom of 
Christ on earth by faith and prayer ; and so much 
the rather, because the time approacheth, the 
promises are even come to the birth, and they 
draw on apace. Pray we, therefore, for the ruin 
of Antichrist (Rome must down before Christ will 
set up bis kingdom), and for the calling of the 
Jews - for the beginning of this kingdom must 
be with the Jews ; they must be caput imperii, 
the head and seat of thiit empire must be among 
them. And let ua pray according to Christ's 
direction, " Thy kingdom come, and thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven;" which will 
iiever be till these thouiiand years. " Let [aa 
saith David] all nations serve thee, God ; let 
all people praise thee." O pray that God would 
take to himself his great power, and reign before 
the ancients gloriously. 

Use 2, Thia may inform us that the day of 
judgment is uot so far otfas many think it. For 
if once Antichrist's kingdom go down, Christ's 
kingdom is set up, as we have before heard ; and 
certainly Antichrist's twelve hundred and sixty 
days of reigning are not long to continue; though 
we cannot tell justly how long, yet in the gene- 
ral we know it cannot be long ; and Christ's king- 
dom ts durante el currente diejudicii, within and 
during the great day of judgment. 

Use 3> This doctrine speaks comfort to you, 
O yc SONS of Zion and daughters of Jerusalem I 
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O thou wife and apouae of Christ, thou art she 
who hast seen and dost see afflictioD ; yea, from 
th;^ youth up thou host been slain, and killed all 
the day long ; the furrows have been made long 
upon thy back, and thou hast been emptied from 
vessel to vessel; thy flesh hath had uo rest, but 
troubles are on every side; without are fightings, 
within are fears ; thou hast been covered as with 
a cloud, and art for a byword and hissing to 
passers-by: yea, accounted as the otfscouring of 
all things unto this day. But be of good cheer, 
yea, awake and sing, thou that dwellest in the 
dust ; for thus saith the Lord God, O thou af- 
flicted, and tossed with tempest, and not com- 
forted ; behold, I will lay thy stones with fair 
colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphire, 
atid make thy windows of agates, and gates of 
carbuncle, and borders of pleasant stones. Fw 
thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord of Hoats u 
his name, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel, the God of the whole earth shall he be 
called. Wherefore lift up thy head, for thy re- 
demption draws nigh, and the years of thy de- 
liverance are now at hand. wait and pray, 
and bear up yet a little, a very little while, and 
thy work shall be rewarded, and the wicked train 
shall be no more, but the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and delight themselves in a very great 
abundance of peace; do but fight stoutly through 
the pikes, and win the field ; put forth thy strength, 
and spare no puns, no cost, do sweat, no blood. 
O cast about a careful eye, use all holy policy, i 
rally up thy force afresh; it wants but a iittu^a 
and all is thine '>wn, and then tliou art made taf^ 
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ever. Obtain, and wear the crown ; suffer, and 
thou shalt doubtless reign ; it is thy Father's good 
pleasure to give thee the kingdom. Thy Husband, 
who hath washed thee in his blood, and made thee 
clean and spotless; behold, he comes quickly, and 
his reward is witk him. Arise, O Lord, and let 
thine enemies be scattered, and those that hate 
thee flee before thee. Lay Babylon in the dust, 
and let her virgins be cut off*. O wound the hairy 
scalp of all thine incurable foes. Let Zion be 
exalted, and Jerusalem made a praise in the midst 
of the earth ; preserve thy spouse in the midst 
of lions, strengthen her faith, lengthen her pa- 
tience, hasten thy coming. O be as a roe or 
young hart upon the mountains of spices. Amen. 



THE END. 
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